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Welcome to the Central Illinois Teaching with Primary 

Sources Newsletter. Our goal is to bring you topics that 

connect to the Illinois Learning Standards as well as  

introduce you to amazing items from the Library of      

Congress. Postcards are not specifically mentioned in the 

Illinois Learning Standards but letters 

are found within the following Illinois 

Learning Standards (found within 

goal, standard, benchmark or       

performance descriptors). 1-Read 

with understanding and fluency. 3-

Write to  communicate for a variety of 

purposes. 5-Use the language arts to 

acquire, access and communicate 

information. 

Do you remember being on vacation 

and stopping at a souvenir shop and picking up a òWish 

You Were Hereó postcard to send home to your friends? 

Today, postcards have been replaced with email, video 

and social networks such as Facebook and Twitter.    

Postcards are now considered a hobby. Deltiology, the 

official name for postcard collecting, has become one of 

the three largest collectible hobbies in the world next to 

coin and stamp collection. The wide range of subjects 

portrayed on postcards has attributed to its popularity. 

History can be shared through postcards, with images of 

buildings, people,  art and more. 

The first postcards were used for advertising in 1873 

and were not intended to be souvenirs. These postcards 

didnõt have divided backs so writing was not permitted 

on the address side. Until 1907, messages were written 

along the front, or picture side of the postcard. During 

this time only the government was allowed to use the                                               

                      word òpostcardó.    

Privately published 

cards were called 

souvenir cards. 

D iv i ded  b ack        

postcards were  

permitted on 

March 1, 1907. 

This meant that an image 

could take up the entire front side of the postcard. On 

the divided back side of the postcard, the address was 

written on the right side while the left was reserved for 

the message. With the full image on front, and postage 

costs less than  mailing a letter, Americans couldnõt get 

enough of the postcard. From May 

1907 to June 1908, the U.S. Post 

Office reported over 677 million    

postcards were mailed. Most      

postcards of this time were printed 

in Germany. World War I brought an 

end to the supply of high quality  

postcards entering the United States 

market. England and the U.S.      

produced lower quality postcards, 

but with the poor quality and war 

shortages postcards lost their popularity. Eventually, the 

telephone replaced the postcard as fast, reliable       

communication. 

America revived the postcard with the new Photochrome 

postcard. These postcards were easily produced, high 

quality and in true color. Even with rising postage, the 

Internet and free e-cards the postcardõs popularity       

continues to grow but more as a collectorõs item than  

communication. Photochromes are the most common 

postcard used today and    

renewed interest in postcards 

as an art form is sweeping a 

new generation of artists. 

                    

Emotion Greeting Cards Museum     

History of Postcards. Accessed 

12.13.10  

Seneca County New 

York    History of  

Picture Postcards.          

Accessed  

12.13.10  
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Taking photographs during a vacation or special event 

and sending them by email or posting them online has 

become routine today but it was a different story in the 

1800s. Photography was new and owning a camera was 

an expense out of most peopleõs reach. When people 

received their mail it was always in envelopes, but that 

soon changed. In 1873, the first exposition card was  

issued in the United States showing the main building of 

the Inter-State Industrial Exposition in Chicago. These 

and other advertising cards began to besiege American 

mailboxes. These early postcards made the mail a visual 

experience and eventually desirable for  collecting. 

Historical postcards are available from almost every     

Illinois community. These early postcards werenõt always 

sent to show the family vacation spot, but used to       

promote towns and communities. The postcards were 

great advertisements for towns covering a variety of   

topics or buildings such as schools, libraries or even 

Main Street. These images were used to entice people 

living in the city to move to the small towns. By bringing 

more people to towns and communities the hope was to 

also bring  more businesses. 

Postcards are still a popular form of mail today. Postage 

is cheaper which entices businesses to use them for       

correspondence, from department stores sharing        

coupons to reminders of upcoming appointments with 

doctors. You can still find postcards at restaurants,    

hotels,  museums, parks and almost any vacation spot to 

mail home or collect as a souvenir. 

Emotion  Greeting Cards and Fine Prints History of Postcards.    

Accessed 12.13.10 

Eastern Illinois University, WEIU, Heartland Highways, Season 8 

Episode 812. A c c e s s e d 

12.13.10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Close to HomeñHeartland Highways 

Each month we share a link to a relevant episode of 

Heartland Highways that provides additional information 

featuring people and 

places right here in 

central  I l l inois. 

Heartland Highways 

is a production of 

WEIU and episodes 

are available to view 

online at  

http://www.weiu.net/hh  (select the season on the right 

side of the page and then the episode). 

Season 8 Episode 812: In this episode Lori and Kate visit 

Eastern Illinois Universityõs Booth Library where an     

impressive collection of postcards, now digital, is 

housed..  

 

C o n n e c t i n g  t o  I l l i n o i s  
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http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award99/cubhtml/cichome.ht

ml 

This collection documents the Chinese immigration to 

California between 1850 and 1925 though about 

8,000 images and 

pages of primary 

sources. Included in 

this presentation are 

s t o r i e s  f r o m           

immigrants arriving in 

the United States and 

the growth and development of the 

Chinatown community in San Francisco. Chinee-Graphs, 

casual images of everyday Chinese people, are advertised 

boasting that some of the signs in the background mean 

good luck and best wishes. From black-and-white to vivid 

color, postcards representing Chinatown are abundant in 

this collection. Postcards of festivals, children and     

buildings depicting the life and culture of the Chinese   

during this time period. 

Library of Congress, American Memory, Collection Connections, 

Accessed 1.5.11 

American Indians of the Pacific Northwest  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/pacific/index.html  

American Indians of the Pacific Northwest includes      

primary and secondary text sources, over 2,000           

photographs, and a special presentation of ten essays. 

Together, these materials tell                                            

the story of Native Americans 

in the Pacific Northwest, from 

their first contact with     

European explorers in the 

18th century of life on     

reservations in the 20th 

century. Primary sources 

include six treaties and over 

3,800 pages from the Annual Reports of the                 

Commissioners of Indian Affairs. Secondary sources    

include over 100 scholarly  articles that can assist in   

understanding this complex  chapter in United State    

history. Carolyn J. Marr discusses the history of  
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photographing Native Americans explaining that at                             

first many did not want their  photograph taken believing 

that it could steal a personõs soul and disrespected the 

spiritual world. Overtime, some came to cherish the     

photographs as a link to their ancestors and even        

integrated them into important ceremonies. Marr also 

discusses nostalgic portraits that would be sold as     

postcards, she states, òThe popularity of picture         

postcards showing Indian women weaving baskets or 

digging clams attests to a growing nostalgia relating to 

Indians. ò 

Library of Congress, American Memory, Collection Connection, 

Accessed 1.6.11 

History of the American West, 1860-1920: Photographs 

from the Collection of the Denver Public Library 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/codhtml/hawphome

.html 

Drawn from the collection 

of the Denver Public    

Library, History of the 

American West, 1860-

1920, is a collection of 

over 30,000 photographs 

that document the history 

of the American West. 

Included are photographs 

depicting the growth of mining and the activities of the 

Native Americans living in the area. Other photographs 

share the unique look of various towns and the western 

landscape. Images of the 10th Mountain      

Division, a division of ski troops based in    

Colorado during World War II, are also included 

in this collection.   

During the nineteenth and early twentieth     

centuries, photographs were often converted 

into picture postcards. A search on postcards 

provides over 500 examples, many of which    

relate to the major history topics represented in this    

collection, such as agriculture, mining, labor unions and 

Native Americans.  

Library of Congress, American Memory, Collection Connection,                                                                                                               

Accessed 1.6.11  

L e a r n  m o r e  w i t h  

 A m e r i c a n  m e m o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  
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Exhibitions 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/  

 

Churchill and the Great Republic 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/churchill/wc -unity.html 

 

The Dream of Flight 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/wb -achieve.html 

 

The American Colony in Jerusalem 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/americancolony/amcolony-

atwork.html 

 

Wise Guide 

http://www.loc.gov/wiseguide 

 

August 2009: Postcards from the Edge 

http://www.loc.gov/wiseguide/aug09/postcards.html  

 

December 2008:  Photochrom  Gives us those Nice 

Bright Colors  

http://www.loc.gov/wiseguide/dec08/photochrom.html  

 

World Digital Library 

http://www.loc.gov/wdl/  

A search for postcards will return 31 results. 

 

Americaõs Library  

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/ 

 

America at Play 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jp/index.php 

 

Send a Postcard 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jp/postcards/jp_pc_cho

ose.html 

 

 

 

 

I n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m :  

L e s s o n  P l a n s ,  A c t i v i t i e s  a n d  R e s o u r c e s  

In this section you will find items pertaining to the current theme that can be used in your classroom. This is a small 

sample of items available through the Library, conduct your own search for postcards to find more. 

Prints and Photographs 

http://loc.gov/pictures/  

 

Miscellaneous Items in High Demand 

http://loc.gov/pictures/collection/cph/  

 

Global Gateway 

http://memory.loc.gov/intldl/intldlhome.html  

 

Russian Postcards 

http://memory.loc.gov/intldl/mtfhtml/mfnid/ignruspost.

html 

 

Siberian Postcards 

http://memory.loc.gov/intldl/mtfhtml/mfdigcol/lists/mtf

npctitlindex.html 
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Teacherõs Page 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers 

 

 

Lesson Plans 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/  

 

Around the World in 1896  

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/world/index.html  

 

Local History: Mapping my Spot 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/mapping/index.html  

 

Suffrage Strategies: Voices for Votes 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/suffrage/index.html  

 

 

Collection Connection 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/  

 

Touring Turn-of-theðCentury America: Photographs from the Detroit Publishing Company, 1880-1920 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/touring-america/  

 

The Chinese in California, 1850-1925 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/chinese-cal/file.html  

 

The South Texas Border, 1900-1920: Photographs from the Robert Runyon Collection 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/south-texas/history.html 

 

History of the American West, 1860-1920: Photographs from the Collection of the Denver Public Library 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/hist -am-west/file.html 

 

 

Primary Source Sets 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/ 

 

The Inventive Wright Brothers 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/flight/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m :  
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T e s t  Y o u r  K n o w l e d g e  

Using a map or globe, match the postcard to the correct state and city. 
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I m a g e  S o u r c e s  

Library of Congress 

A carload of mammoth naval oranges from California 

Prints and Photographs 

 

 

Library of Congress 

Jas. K. Stewartõs post card shop, Cincinnati, Ohio 

American Memory 

Photographs from the Detroit Publishing Company, 1880-1920 

 

Library of Congress 

Front of color postcard "Greetings from Paterson, N.J." with illustrations of some of the city's most prominent 

buildings; ca. 1950. 

American Memory 

Working in Paterson 

Library of Congress 

Wire postcard display rack 

American Memory 

Photographs from the Detroit Publishing Company, 1880-1920 

 

Library of Congress 

X-mas postcards 

Prints and Photographs 

 

 

Postcard From Rome, Italy 

Melissa Carr 

 

 

Library of Congress 

Postcard of the Lincoln National Memorial, near Hodgenville, KY  

American Memory 

The Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana 

 

 

Library of Congress 

San FranciscoñDec. 1910 (verso) : From San Francisco Chinatown (ante-1910) : SF Chinatown (ante-1910): 

Postcards 

American Memory 

The Chinese in California, 1850-1925 

 

Library of Congress 

Spokane camp at Indian Canyon, Spokane, Washington 

American Memory 

American Indians of the Pacific Northwest 
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I m a g e  S o u r c e s  

Library of Congress 

Cripple Creek Milling Co/Lehr, photo 

American Memory 

History of the American West, 1860-1920: Photographs from the Collection of the Denver Public Library 

 

 

Library of Congress 

Postcard of a Kentucky hemp field 

American Memory 

The Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana 

 

 

Library of Congress 

Postcard of M.E. Church, Paradise Valley, Nev. 

American Memory 

Buckaroos in Paradise: Ranching Culture in Northern Nevada, 1945-1982 

 

 

 

Library of Congress 

òA Chinese Girló: From SF-Social Groups-Chinese: SF-Social Groups-Chinese: postcards 

American Memory 

The Chinese in California, 1850-1925 

 

 

 

Library of Congress 

òGroup of Chinese Childrenó (verso): From San Francisco Chinatown (ante-1910): SF Chinatown (ante-1910): 

postcard 

American Memory 

The Chinese in California, 1850-1925 

 

Library of Congress 

The Hotel Wentworth, New Castle, N.H. 

Prints and Photographs 

 

 

 

Library of Congress 

òA View of Chinatown, San Francisco, Cal.ó (recto): From San Francisco Chinatown (ante-1910): SF China-

town (ante-1910): postcard 

American Memory 

The Chinese in California 

 

Library of Congress 

Greetings from Decatur, Ala.  

Prints and Photographs 
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600 Lincoln Avenue 

College of Education and Professional Studies 

1415 Buzzard Hall 

Charleston, IL 61920 

Phone: 217-581-8378 

 

If you or your school is interested in learning 

more about the Library of Congress resources 

please contact us. Our program offers        

individualized professional development  

using the rich resources offered by the     

Library of Congress.  

E A S T E R N  I L L I N O I S  

U N I V E R S I T Y  

WEõRE ON THE WEB 
WWW.EIU.EDU/~ EIUTPS 

WEõRE ON THE WEB 
WWW.SIUE.EDU/
EDUCATION/ TPS 

S O U T H E R N  I L L I N O I S  

U N I V E R S I T Y  

E D W A R D S V I L L E  

 

 

 

School of Education  

Campus Box 1049, Office AH 1139 

Edwardsville, IL 62026 

Phone: 618-650-3777 


