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Teaching with maps means using maps to help students learn key 
concepts & relationships. Teaching with maps enables students to think 
spatially in various contexts. Activities can be integrated into any 
content area because maps present information about the world in a 
simple, visual way. They can teach by showing sizes, shapes and 
relationships. Adding GIS layers allows maps to become interactive, 
allowing free exploration of geographic space or guiding students 
through  a temporal sequence of events to organize and visualize 
information for understanding.



Vikings - 1021
Columbus -   1492
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https://iditarod.com/race-map/ 

https://iditarod.com/race-map/


Illinois Broadband Maps
Initial Selections

https://www.illinoisbead.org/#/ 

https://www.illinoisbead.org/#/
https://www.illinoisbead.org/#/
https://www.illinoisbead.org/#/




EIU Campus Tree Map

https://eiu.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=026a0e29f160435e9ecdf8eaf97243b5


NASA Eclipse Map 2023

http://xjubier.free.fr/en/site_pages/solar_eclipses/ASE_2023_GoogleMapFull.html?Lat=38.92322&Lng=-89.03778&Elv=152.0&Zoom=7&LC=1


Pumpkins and Personal “My Maps”

Farm Fun Pumpkin Patch

  https://funfarmpumpkinpatch.com/interactive-map/

Esri - ArcGIS - Thanksgiving Harvest

  https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d33a1386d15d4fce82462e3db8686549 

Google My Map

  https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=19NitfCIVcn2ESAeuKpMm8vQAh855We3F&usp=sharing 

https://funfarmpumpkinpatch.com/interactive-map/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d33a1386d15d4fce82462e3db8686549
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=19NitfCIVcn2ESAeuKpMm8vQAh855We3F&usp=sharing


Monarch Migration 2023

Journey North

Citizen Science Map

https://journeynorth.org/monarchs/news/fall-2023/09272023-more-peak-migration-events-reported
https://maps.journeynorth.org/map/?map=monarch-roost-fall&year=2023
https://maps.journeynorth.org/map/?map=monarch-roost-fall&year=2023


Google Earth & Google Maps

https://earth.google.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/@39.4793163,-88.1717921,18z?entry=ttu


MAPS in National and State Curriculum Standards
Maps have a strong and explicit connection. The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for ELA include a specific strand 
called "Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects."

Maps are classified as "visual information" or "non-linear text." The standards require students to "read" a map just as they 
would read a paragraph—analyzing it for claims, evidence, and perspective.

Examples

● Grade 3 (RI.3.7): "Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur)."

● Grades 6–8 (RH.6-8.7): "Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts."

● Grade 4 (RI.4.7): "Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in... interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears."

○ Note for your session: This is perfect for the National Geographic MapMaker portion of your outline.
● Grades 9–10 (RH.9-10.7): "Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative 

analysis in print or digital text."
● Grades 11–12 (RH.11-12.7): "Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 

media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem."

Not just Social Science & Science, these are ELA standards 



Where am I?  (inquiry based learning

Map

https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/places-to-see-oregon-trail-ruts.htm#:~:text=The%20bluffs%20close%20proximity%20to,today%20at%20Sutherland%20Rest%20Area
https://www.nps.gov/oreg/planyourvisit/maps.htm


Build a Map

Google My Maps 

(part of Google Workspace/Docs

ESRI - ArcGis has an Education Program

https://www.google.com/maps/d/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/k-12-education/overview


Matson Slave Trial
Matson v. Ashmore et al. for the use of Bryant - 1947

 Robert Matson purchased land in Coles County, Illinois in 1836. Matson skirted the state laws that banned slavery by 
bringing slaves for only a year, returning them to Kentucky, and then replacing them with new slaves. Matson emancipated 
one of his slaves, Anthony Bryant, who acted as 

Local abolitionists, Hiram Rutherford and Gideon Ashmore

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Matson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coles_County,_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hiram_Rutherford&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gideon_Ashmore&action=edit&redlink=1


Popular Free Apps for creating and using Maps
● Digital Whiteboard such as Canva, Padlet, Google Draw, Explain Everything

○ Paste image of map base onto whiteboard and then explore-zoom-annotate 
with lesson

● National Geographic - Map Maker App - 2023 (created in cooperation with ESRI)
○ Easy, Free, no sign in needed
○ Can select base map and add prebuilt information layers
○ Can grab an image of final map or can save the map but saving does 

require creating a free account
● Google My-Maps - 2007   (following Google Maps in 2005)

○ Can select base layer
○ Can annotate and add description boxes
○ Can add images to any location

● ESRI - ArcGIS - professional system but it is free for K-12 education.  There is a 
learning curve.

Scribble Maps - 
general-purpose, feature-rich 
tool for drawing, annotating, 
and creating custom, 
shareable maps. 

National Geographic 
MapMaker - 
education-focused, 2D/3D 
GIS tool designed for 
classroom use, featuring 
curated, professional 
datasets. 



Time to Explore - Hands on with Mapping Tools
Try to collaborate on a common map



Questions/Discussion/Ideas



Questions-Comments!
Terence Sullivan (tsullivan@eiu.edu)
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OBS - VDO Ninja screen share 
LINK = https://vdo.ninja/?v=snxRoFTL&p=0  

https://vdo.ninja/?v=snxRoFTL&p=0

