
Online Whiteboard 
Tools

Recommend teachers follow along on their own 
devices. Online Whiteboard Exploration like most 

EdTech is best introduced when teachers get to 
stop and try it themselves. 
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Collaboration
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https://eiu.zoom.us/j/89680498134?pwd=VGmkaZIRsBgGQHyWsSQuHMQEDEr66M.1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3r0P0VRostCgEvsCCZZOa838eQKAf-xDb0OKNxTOG_kn_KA/viewform?usp=dialog
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Online Whiteboard Exploration
Whiteboard Apps for Teaching and Learning

Slides

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19qzEgp4yKKW7cgvbRIp7cciZOkkQXXjQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107958406510947221327&rtpof=true&sd=true


Objective: Explore ideas and examples of using 
Online Whiteboards in the Classroom

Agenda: 

💚 History and What is a digital whiteboard (online) 

💚 Popular & Free Whiteboard Apps

💚 Top uses and tools to expect

💚 Ideas for using with Students

💚 Hands-on Practice

💚 Other uses and integration with classroom 
technology

Objective and Agenda



Interactive Whiteboard History

● Early interactive whiteboards: The earliest version of the concept was the 

interactive whiteboard, developed by PARC around 1990. These were designed 

for small group meetings in offices and allowed for digital writing and 

interaction.

● The company, SMART Technologies, was founded in 1987 in Calgary, Canada.

a. The first SMART Board was introduced to the market in 1991.

b. It was an early version that combined a computer and projector with interactive 

technology. 

● Development of online whiteboard apps: This digital technology evolved into 

online whiteboard applications that enabled remote collaboration.

● Early online pioneers: Some of the first online whiteboard platforms were 

launched in the 2010s, such as Miro, which was released in 2011.



SpaceDesk.Net

Remote Screen and Functions as remote 
mouse/touchpad.

FREE

Works wired (USB) or Network-WiFi



Top Whiteboard Apps to Explore

● Padlet

● Figjam

● Canva

● Miro (Visio)

● Explain Everything

● myViewBoard 

● Microsoft Whiteboard

● Zoom Whiteboard



Top Online Whiteboard Apps with FREE options



What Counts as an Online Whiteboard, and What Do They Do?

An online whiteboard is a digital canvas used to collaborate, 
discuss ideas, provide feedback, and host interactive sessions.

Online whiteboards have special features designed to help move 
the ideation process along and make lessons more engaging and 
accessible.

Miro is our researcher's top choice for general use, thanks to its 
huge range of templates and integrations

Explain Everything is popular with teachers

Canva Whiteboard is gaining popularity and uses their popular 
suite of design tools



Best Online Whiteboards for 2025: Comparison Table

Article : https://tech.co/project-management-software/best-online-whiteboards 

https://tech.co/project-management-software/best-online-whiteboards


Features to look for
When it comes to choosing the best online whiteboard, here are some of the 
key features you should be looking for.

1. Digital sticky notes
2. Infinite canvas
3. Live cursors
4. Content import
5. Drawing tools
6. Comments and annotation
7. Export as Image, Video, Webpage

https://conceptboard.com/app/uploads/2025/06/hero_video_best_online_whiteboard_article.mp4


SketchNoting

Explain Everything - howto

Example = Daniel Pink What motivates Us:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJWH84Nwucc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKO2Tess7h8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pZ4ENdbjxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJWH84Nwucc




Digital Sticky Note Uses

● Quick responses, think–pair–share, 
“brain dump”, exit tickets, and peer 
feedback without blocking the main 
content.

○ Most online whiteboard have a Sticky 
Note tool and most include some form of 
an infinite cloner.

○ Options often include connecting lines 
with arrows which stay connected and 
move as the note card is drug around the 
board



Morning Meeting

Display daily schedule, 
weather, and a simple 
question students 
answer by dragging 
icons or typing short 
responses.



Interactive Calendar

Students add events 
(birthdays, holidays), 
mark days passed, and 
practice counting days 
until special events.



Shape Exploration

Provide shape 
outlines for 
students to label 
attributes (sides, 
vertices) or to 
compose new 
shapes by 
dragging pieces.



Reading Comprehension Activities

Post a short passage 
and ask students to 
highlight main idea, 
underline evidence, or 
place sticky notes with 
questions.



Exit Ticket Board

Students drag an icon to show understanding level (thumbs up/mid/down) 
and type one short thing they learned.



Timelines

Students add events (personal or history unit) with dates, images, and 
one-sentence descriptions.



Flow Chart Organizer Activity

Use images or freehand with 

arrow connectors

Can duplicate to get more 

and drag around the board as 

needed.



Sorting / Organizing / Voting

Drag and place in alpha 
order

Number ranking

Group events

Each person moves a vote 
chip



Time to Explore - Hands on Whiteboard Apps - try some tools
Collaborate on a common board



Questions-Comments!
Terence Sullivan (tsullivan@eiu.edu)
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