Notification of Funding Opportunity
2025-2026 Local Agriculture and Agricultural Technology Education Grant
Eastern Illinois University, in partnership with the Illinois Innovation Network, is pleased to announce a funding opportunity for middle school teachers interested in developing and implementing a year-long lesson plan focused on local agriculture and agriculture-related technology. This initiative aims to enhance students’ understanding of local agricultural practices and technologies, and their impact on the community through experiential learning opportunities.
Funding Details:
· Up to $5,000 in funding is available per selected proposal.
· Funds will be distributed in two installments throughout the 2025-2026 academic year.
· Data collection and reporting are required before each disbursement to track project progress and outcomes.
Proposal Requirements:
Applicants must submit a detailed proposal that includes:
· A lesson plan that spans the 2025-2026 school year.
· Incorporation of experiential learning, such as field trips to local farms, agribusinesses, or research centers.
· Incorporate an element of technology as it relates to agriculture.
· A budget proposal outlining anticipated expenses.
· A plan for data collection to assess student engagement, learning outcomes, and a list of activities.
Application Process:
· Applications are due by May 29, 2025.
· The application and additional program details are available at: Eastern Illinois University :: Rural School Initiative - Local Agriculture & Agricultural Technology Education Grant.
· Proposals will be reviewed based on innovation, feasibility, and impact on student learning.
For more information and to submit your proposal, please visit Eastern Illinois University :: Rural School Initiative - Local Agriculture & Agricultural Technology Education Grant. You may contact Bradley Green at (217)521-2524 or bjgreen@eiu.edu for additional information.  
We encourage educators to take advantage of this opportunity to enrich their students’ understanding of the vital role agriculture plays in our local and global economy. We look forward to receiving your applications!
