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Course Description
An in-depth look at three significant Eastern cultural foundations. The course examines societies and values by exploring primary texts in literature, philosophy and religion.
Instructor/Course Availability:

Email:  Webct mail: tbritton

  Available daily.  Emails normally returned within 24 hours. 

Phone/Skype/face to face/online meeting available by appointment.
Student learning objectives:
1)  Focus on a specific group of values within the context of a diverse collection of texts which represent plural traditions, historical eras, and literary genres, and will be required to respond critically in class and in writing assignments (writing, speaking, critical thinking). 

2)  Assimilate, abstract, and articulate ideas from a series of different reading experiences (writing, speaking, critical thinking). 

3)  Explore the ways in which humans, individually or in group determine their needs and make choices about what to believe or reject. Because these texts are collected from a large body of multicultural and national literatures, students will become sensitive to a variety of questions concerning values, ethics, and traditions of various cultures. They will be provided with a critical understanding of cultures and traditions . . . that are different from their own (citizenship).

4)  Write papers and essay exams throughout the semester on the literary texts in the course (writing, speaking, critical thinking). 

Grading Criteria

You are graded on the these items:

Class Participation, field trip & discussion:  50% 
Five Response Papers: 50% (10% each) 
*If you want to revise a paper for the EWP, please contact the professor at the beginning of the semester for further requirements and help on your submission to the EIU’s Electronic Writing Portfolio. 
Active attendance on field trip and other experience learning is required to pass this course.  

Grade Posting:  Grades for each item will be posted in d2l gradebook.
Percentage grades will be calculated on the traditional scale:

90% or above 
A

80-89  


B

70-79



C

60-69



D

below 60


F

*If your grade is on the line between two, your grade will be moved up to the higher grade if your weekly class participation has been excellent.

Overview of Graded Items:
Field Trip.  Art Institute of Chicago October 8th. More information in class. . . .  

Experience Learning. Chi Gong & Tai Chi experience.  More information in class . . 

Class Participation

Your attendance and active participation in class is expected.  During class we will go over the answers to review questions. You will receive full credit if your attendance is consistent and participation is active. If your course grade is on the borderline, your grade will be adjusted upward if your participation is excellent (consistent & active).  
Response Papers.   Three response papers are due online.  Two will be written in class. 
Response Papers

Response Paper #1, #2 are due in class and will be written in class. Response Papers #3, 4 and 5 assignments will be given online d2l dropbox and are due the last day of class.  No emails accepted. Each essay is 3-4  pages double space, normal font and margins.   Proofread. 

Grading Rubric for Response Papers (out of 10 points)

10: (A) Clear point or thesis.  Excellent structured paragraphs.  Proofread for academic English.

9:  (A) One substantive but minor problem in thesis, clarity or paragraph structure or proofread
8:  (B) Two out three substantive but minor problems

7:  (C)Three substantive but minor problems.

6:  (D) One major problem (can’t understand the paper.)

5:  (F) Two major problems 

4: (F) Three major problem

0:  (F) Didn’t do the assignment
You may rewrite reflections papers for a better grade any time until the last day of the semester.  
Textbook 

The following book is issued by textbook rental and sent to you.  (These are picked up at Textbook Rental if you live near campus.) Contact TRS (http://www.eiu.edu/~textbks) immediately if you did not receive your book.
Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy
Academic integrity 
 Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU's Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php).  Violations will be reported to the Office of Student Standards.

 
Students with Disabilities 
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to fully participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS).  All accommodations must be approved through OSDS.  Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-6583.

 

The Student Success Center 

 Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic achievement.  The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations.  To make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302.

Technical Support
If you need assistance with D2L, call D2L Support toll free at 1-877-325-7778. Support is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Email and Chat options are also available on the "My Home" page after logging in to D2L. Other D2L resources including a D2L Orientation course for students are available on the same page. For technical questions regarding other software, hardware, network issues, EIU NetID/password, or Panthermail, contact the ITS Helpdesk at 217-581-4357 during regular business hours or submit a help ticket at https://techsupport.eiu.edu/. 

COURSE CALENDAR
Friday September 9 6pm to 10pm:  Meet & Greet, Go Over Syllabus,  Overview  & How to Write Papers, Q&A

Saturday September 10 8am to 6pm: Taoism:  Lecture/Discussion, Write a Reflection Paper No. 1 in Class 

 Lunch Break, Afternoon:  Chi Gung/Tai Chi Experience

Friday October 9 6pm to 10pm  Buddhism  Write Reflection Paper #2 in class.
Saturday October 10, 8am to 6pm.  Art Institute Chicago.
ONLINE  WORK:  posted from September 10th –October 11th  all online work due December 9th.  

Confucianism:  Video Lecture Available Online

 Reflection Paper Assignments #3, #4, #5 to be posted in d2l and submitted via d2l dropbox.

All Work Due Online before the last day of classes. December 9th.  (Keep should continue checking d2l class mail and news items until you have finished your work for the class.) 
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