LIDING THE VIRDEN MINERS

lllinois Militia Obeys Gov. Tanner’s

Orders to Keep Out Ne-
gro Laborers.

WARRANTS AGAINST OFFICIALS

Messrs. Loucks, Lukens, and Yorke
Charged with Murder—Claim that

Train Guards Never Fired
on the DNMob.

VIRDEN, 1ll., Oct. 14.—This afternoon a
rumor became zeneral that the negroes im-
ported by the Chicago-Virden Coal Company
to take the places of siriking miners might
be brought back at any moment. Capt.
Craig’s men immediately surrounded the
railroad station, and the vicinity was
cleared of citizens.

Lieut. Henry stated to-day that his orders
were not to stop any more passenger trains,
as was done last night, when all trains
were carefuilv searched for negroes, but
under no clrcumstances to allow the negro
train to pass the station. ¥From now on the
station premises will be kept clear of all
citizens, and only those who desire to take
passage on trains will be pérmitted to pass
the line.

Col. Young's Illinois Cavalry to-day re-
Heved Battery B of guard duty in the eity.
Cul. Young is ranking officer, and is in com- |
mand of all troops here. His force numbers
over HUdl men. '

A= the result of a meeting held by a
number of union miners, during which the
1errible tight of Wednesday was discussed,
a warrant has been sworn out by "'n.'irgﬂ_l
Eishop, a union miner, charging the man-

dgers of the Chicago-Virden Coal Company,
Messrs. Lukens, l.oucks, Yorke, and others
with murder. The warrant was swoln out
before Police Magistrate Roberts of Virden.
'he complaint names Fred \WW. Lukens, T.
¢, Loucks, Mr. Yorke, and others as acees-
5?11{?-; Lefore and after the fact and as prin-
clipals,

Muagistrate Roberts put the warrant in
his pocket for safe keeping, and now car-
ries it around with him. At first it was
decided to serve the warrant to-day, but
after a deliberation it was thought to be
hest, in order to avoid complications, to
hold it until after the inquest had been com-
pleted. This  decision was  strengthened
when Magistrate Roberts. who is foreman
of the Coroner's jury, began to-dayv's ses-
sjon of the Inquest within the stockade. In
the meantime no one will be allowed to
leave the stockade, and Col. Young consid-
er= the men under his charge for safe
keeping,

When the Coroner and his jury arrived at
the stockade where it had been arranged io
continue the inquest, they weéres accompa-
nied by J. W. Patton of Springfield, 11l., who
it Manager Lukens's attorney, and also by
4 representative ol the legal department of
1he (hicago ana Alton Railroad, who is
here looKking after the interests of the rail-
road ¢company.

Dr. Peterson of the Thiel Detective Agen-
cy was the first witness called to-day. He
recited in detail the incldents leadinzg up to
Wednesday's battle, and told the story of
the fight at the north gate, where he was
in charge of the company guards. He was
sure that his men did not open the battle,
and furthermore he asserted that he cau-
tioned them not to fire on numerous occi-
sions during the battle.

The most important tesiimony was that of
J. A, Debarrow of lZast 5t. Louis, who was
In charge of the special guards in one of the
cars of the train which wae fired upon n
Wednesday's battle. In his statement De-
harrow said that when the train carrying
the imported negreoes had reached a point
about 1M yards =outh of the station the
firing began from the exterior on either slde
of the tracks, and that he gave orders to the
men 1o drop to the floor of the car. He
stated that the occupants of the car were
colored men, women, and children, and that
when he gave those orders he could hear
the women and children screaming and yvell-
ing that theyv had been shot,

After the station, wus paesed, he said. the
fire became very fierce again on the outside,
and continued until the train reached the
steckade. When the train drew up ulong-
slde the Inclosure it was met with another
volley of shots from the east side of the
irack opposite 1¢ the stockade. After the
firing ceased he heard the order from the
gale of the stockade: * Come out: pile out
quick! " which he thought came from Dr.
Peterson, Captain of the stockade guards.
Debarrow =tatxd that he and six negroes
ran straight intc the inclosure without stop-
ping. He claims that the guards on the
irain had not fired a single shot during the
whole engagement.

The wounded guards, eleven in number,
who were on the traln with the negroes,
1estified that the firing was begun by the
strikers. Some acknowledged that the
suards returned the fire, but none would
acknowledge that he had individvually fired.
The men =aid they were unde~ strict orders
not to fire execept in seli-defense. One of
the wounded guards who had been at the
stockade previous to Wednesday, in his
testimony, stated that he positively knew
there were no guards in the tower over
1he shafts, and that none of the firing came
from the stackades,

Last nigzht at the request of Manager Lu-
kena Capt. Fervier detailed a guard for Mr.
T.aukens's regidence. Col. Young approved of
1his. and when Manager Lukens stated that
he was fearful some of the =strikers, in con-
sequence 0f personal feeling against him,
mizht attempt to Injure his private prop-
eriy, he lssued orders that a guard remaln
as long as necessary. Col. Young agreed to
the removal of such of the wounded men at
1he stockade as desired to return to their
homes. The guards emploved by the coal
company are almost unanimous in their de-
cire to return to their homes,.

SIX ex-guards from BSt. Louiz who came
up on the trailn carrving the blacks Wednes-
day and who were more or less seriously
wounded were allowed to leave for home
after a consultation participated in by Col.
Young, Manager Lukens, Coroner Hart, Po-
lice Magistrate Roberts, and Attornev Pat-
ton. Three of the men were so badly In-
jured that it was necessary to carry them
to the train.

General Manager Lukens of the Chiecago-
Virden Coal Company to-day made the fol-
lowing statement In regard tc the wages
paid by his company and the demands of
the strikers:

* T'nder the old cscale of wages prior to
the Summer of 1897 the pay at our mines
was 25 cents per ton. mine run, and falrly
good miners could and did earn $2.25 per
day of ten hours, free of all expenses. The
pay rolls show an average of 52,20 per day
net for every miner In the mine. with a
range of 31.10 to 34.76 per day. The price
of powder has been reduced 50 cenis a kKeg
since then, which makes a material Increase
In the miners’ wages. At the price miners
are demanding, 40 cents per ton, an aver-
age miner ean earn from $° to ¥ per day,
and a good workman would have no diffi-
culty In earning %6 per day. We have had
men In our Virden mine working at 55 cents

e ton, screened coal, which equals about
28 cenis per ton at mine run, make over 36
per day.

""The charge that the Chicago-Virden
C‘vai Company is oppressing its miners and
la not willing to pav Its emplovesz living
wages is perfectly absurd, and Is not enter-
tuined for a moment by people who are
famlliar with ths situatlon. The miners
are fightlng to get all theyv possibly ecan for
their labor. We do not object to the men
making good wages: the more the better.
All we desire i= an opporiunity to get our
coal dug at a priee that will allow us to
enter the market and sell our coal without
loss to ourselves, aml this Is impossible at
the rate of pay demanded by the union
workmen,

“ The State has taken absolute possesslon
of vur property.” Ar. Lukens said, * and
has practically prohibited us from ouperating
onr mines,”™

Sheriff Davenpori, who left Virden during
ti= battle on Wednesday, returned from
Carlinville to-day. He was summaoned here
to appear before the Coroner's jury to egive
testimony bLearing on the riot,




