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HE Illinois Woman's Exposition Board was organized
by act of the Legielature “to represent the industries
of the women of Tlliocs at tee Worlds Colombian

Exposition.”™ To enabla it to snocestully szecnte the duty
thus nssiguod to it FSLEN, or onp-tenth of the total Stabe
appropriation, wie placad at ils dispoesal in Lhe State treasury.
The appoiotment for the feat tme of o Stete Board com posad
entirely of women and the conferring apon it of snch largs
tinancial rasponsibilities, limited in no way exespt by ita own
sensn of expedioney and rght, marks & most signifiesut advice
in the public resognition of woman's lbnsiness ability and
capreity for nffairs.  To view of this fogt the Board balieves

that it may withoot nodne pride call the attention of the
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eaple whom it (jointly with the [linsis Boanl of World's Fair
Sommissioners) represents, nod only to fts work as installed
ab the Colombisn Exposition but also o its bistory durieg the
past two years of its official existenee. Tha 1|.|'-ct|_'|'r'|,- of tha Bonrd
is tha hintory of its sccomplished work alone.  The public press
of the State, and espocially of the city of Chieago, whicl Las
given the Board most generons and apprecistive uotice and has
veporied the plans of the Board for reprassnting the indostries

i interests of Illineis women and the realization of auch
tione dn the installalion of exbibits. As the result of this

stnllntion there are in netive daily operation ab Jackson Park

ioapital, n pharmaey, o kitehen and a kindergarten, sondueted
sutiraly by women, and ales an exbibit of material oljects rap-
resenting ns folly a8 possible the results of woman's industey
in the home, the Factory, the stadio and the prolessions,

In the Illinois Womnn's Hoapital, sitiated sountlhwest of Uhe
Children's Building, nwew, wemen aod echildren receive fres of
chiarge the serviees of wowen sargeons, physicians and trained
nurees of oue of thres ecbools of medicine—allopathie, hommop.
wthie or eelectio.

In the pharmecy Stale.regictored women pharmacists com-
“wund sod dispense drags aod il reseriptions,

Tu the kitehon whicl is the eontribotion of liveis women to
the Woman's Building, practical demonstration lessons aro given
anch morning upon the propar eooking of maize or Indinn eorn,
ona of the staple produete of Ilinois, and vol one whose ontri-
tive valie and palatable preparation nve little undersiond either
b bome of abroad.  In the alternoon, ecoking lessons nob
restrieted to Tudian eorn are given to a class of girls, illustroting

¢ cooling may be tnnght in indnstrial oF lrade sehiools

centisa of lack of sufficient space Lhis hospital, pharmacy and
tehen are loented outside of the Illinois Building, but the
dergarien and all ofher eshibits leretofors deseribed pre
and o the Ilinois Building.

During the firet thres months of the Exposition, the kinder-
porton wes condocted by the Froabel Kindergarten Asseeintion
of Chisago.  Dhring he months of Avgust, Seplember and
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October, it is conducted by the Fres Kindergarten Associnbion
of the same city. The sessions aee beld every morning exeept
Saturday from 9 uotil 12 o'clock, and wvisitors are cordinlly
invited, in order that the persomal knowledge of their philan-
thropic aod most valuable educational system may spread to
every village in the Stale. The kindergarien room itsell isa
model of beauly and couvenience, and, with Lo grand outlook
from the windows and the bappy childbood within, is o sight
uever bo be forgotten.

In attempling to gather togeiber the waterial results of
woman's handicrafi, the Doard bas earnestly striven Lo reprosent
all elu=san of industry, aud so far as possible, every locality io the
Btate.  Merit alone has been the Lest, and all olbjects placed upen
exhibition have successfully passed the judgment of juries of
wRparisE

As 5 matter of prectical expedienay in collecting and planning
for exhilils, the different members of the Board wore assigned
to the chairmanehip of the following commitise:

Literature, including books, newspapers aud megnzines,

Eduneational, philanthropic and professional work.

Historien) and seientific sxhilbit.

Fine arts, including seulpture, paioting in oil and water
colers, chalk, charcoal, prste] and other deawings.

Decorative art, including ceramies, laather work, pyrography,
wond earving and plain and ornamental neadlework.

Fractical arts, including photograpls, book ilusteations,
dmriﬁnu, invenbioae and mana fnekaraes,

Domestic seience, includiog kitohen aod pantry stores,

All these different lines of activity are represented in the
axhibit, although in many cases ooly a few examples of the boat
work of each kind conld be shown hecanse of the limitod space,
423150 feet, at tho disposn] of the bonrd.  For the same resson
the showing of many indoslries oo o moere slaborate seals amd
wikth fuller detail wns probibited,

Io literature, five huosdred booke writtan by women, residents
in Illinois, thirteen mapgazines and twenly seven newspapers
addited by them wore gathered together, and housed in s library,
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sigmed and decorated in {he early ronpisssuce siyle by Illinoi

oman, OF the anthors thus represented, one is 8 member of
o Philesophical Sociely of Loodon aod of the Internationsl
Congraes of Oriontalists and another of the Nabiooal Ameriean
ﬁlmgrl‘l.lhh:imd Suni.ul.}'. and AN thetn s Lhe sditor and proprie.
tor of the offficial sourt journal of ihe State of Llinwis, " The
Chiengo Legal Neows. "

The edueatiousl, philanthropie aod prolessicusl work was
necassarily shown in great park by menus of stabislics.  Thess
“atisties are displayed o a lavge, band.-engrossed, boumd book

da entiraly by women, anid wre also printed in ppaphlet form
froe distribution.  Tbis not elaimed that these sbalistics ||:!.' iy
 vang covar 1he pround, s s complete work of the kind would
ve requived the labor of many individoals for wany montls,
bt it is Lelioved that they are n wnlusble addition to present
kueowledge wud are full of signiieant hiofs 1o the student of his-
tory and of politieal sconomy.

Students of history will alse fiod oseh that s inbecesbing in
the relies exhibited periaining to the enrly hiztory of Tllinuis,
nzil ko Hlan lives of itz groal heroos io later days, Lineoln aund
trounk, We lisve the portraits of ihe first goweruwor of IHionsis,
sliadeaeh Bond, aud of his wile, and muny artielss of Ioroitars

| bonseliold adornment frew (00 Knskaskis, the ficst cnpital

B al IMigota aind, mosk memaeralils of all, the st ehaeels bell
rung west of the Alleghanies, a bell presonted by the King of
Franea 1o the Mission of Kashaskia in 1542, There are |m|:
trails of Grrant and Lineoln and a lacge number of persouil rel.
ies.  In the historical exhildil are also muny noigue arctieles illos.
trating tle haondierafl of the pioneer women of Thoois.  Space
forbids their enumeration Lhere, amd nlso that of hoawdreds of
cial articles axlibitod o obler depariments, nwd e intorestod
rietaler is for anylhing like a fall asconot reforred Lo le official
walogne ol the linois Woman’s Bxposition Bouwrd.

in seienee, an aelive sxhibil in bacteriologionl laboralory
wark is made 11:.- nn instroebor in one of onr |-p|;||:|.i1||;: wniversibios
In entomology, scienlitic drawiogs are sbown which ehallenge
Dmnp.'lr.iunn with Eha et work of Ehe kind, 'T'.:u;ivljnrm:r. Is-(:lnn_f
(ineiuding marine algae) aml gealogy are also represented.

£

151

In senlplirs, tha visitor is grasted by an idenl female fignre,
“Iinoiz Weleoming the Natioos of the Waorld,”™  Other slalues
adern the walls,  There are a large nombor of carelully selested
printings and deawings, wevernl of which have won high praise
from artists of nckuowledged ability.  The Friess in the re.
coption room illusieates Lse relating af woman to s acls, and
wan paioted in panels by ten Ilinois women actista. Worlhy
of nolice in Ehis room, alse, = & enbinet of mininbores printed oo
ivory by one exhibitor.  Awmong the artiste are nine who have
obilained the distinction of exhibiting in the Paris salon, A
large part of the fine arts exhibit was veeeived from fhe Poleite
Cluly of Chicago.

In aerarmies there wre alwasl 200 different specimens of work,
many in wood enrving, several in embomsed and illminnted
leather work, inbles nud ehaiva in pyrogeavare (poker work in
old-fushionad parlanee) and a large collection of needle work of
all Linds, showing how woman with her needle snpplics many of
the necessitios of life apd also eoutrilmtes fo the decorative
beanly of ber sarronndings, Tl eeclesiastieal embiroidories nod
those of the Ulienygo Decorative Art Scciely especially ablract
the snrprised ablention of visitors, Bwch Jesoentive work is
slinwn ns an |:||:rjvm':f. losson i Lhe wainin's I‘l"l"ﬂ]'lﬁrlﬂ roony, sicl
as modelling, carving, designing and wearing, the entire room
IJaing o n hu'gn exlent an exhibil of wowan's work.

The department of photogmphy is made potable by one ex-
liibitor who oltained a r'Ii|-I-.'-ma Tor L]iﬁf'ill{.{l'liﬂll"‘l wxeellenoe at
the Vienna Exhibition in 1991,  Another exhibitor shows enr-
bon prints on poreslain.  Book illostrations aml designs orowd
the apace allotied to thamw, Two hundrod aod forty mine inven-
tions are shown ranging in character from rewivg, eouling and
nureing applianees, pertaining especially Lo the ewployment of
women, to harvesters, huroess atlachments, car conplers, bay
prosson and other implemenis or processes for nse in oeenpations
in which women are seldom engagred.

Manufaotures are ehown by finished prodoets from faciories
owned and mannged eoliraly by women, snd also by a eeries of
eng hundred and eight photographs showing women  at work
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with men in the factories, whers the finished products are the
resalt of their combined lnbor.

Womnn's skill in the preserving and canning of frnit and
the mu.ll::llg' of jn”_}' s shown |.13 ahodo (":A1IIEF]W.

The sill industry is exhibited from the boginning io the egg
to the woven =ilk fabrie.

The women [armers of the State show grain inferior to none
oven in the great Agricultural Boilding.

Seientific reproductions of froit aod vegetables are shown in
WhE.

The Woman's Deliel Corps of the State has decorabed the
ceiling of the exhibit space with its flage and banoers, nod also
displays the rosters of Lhe different eorps of the Slate.

Thers are savernl memorinl volumes showing research in his-
tory and skill in the decorative making of books, as well a8 con.
taining tributos to wonoan's imdostry and ability in muoy practieal
directions, not eapakle of material representation.

Throngloat the whele exhilsit of the industrios of Uhe women
of Ilinois, thus most eursorily cutlined, the mim of the Illinois
Woman's E:Fmi{inrl Bonrd las bwen to ahow, Lrat, e axeel-
lemee of the work of every kind done by Illineis women ; socond,
the best methods and the best resulis in Lthe every l.'|||1}' alfnira of
life; third, the new avenues n:.m.'tmltll.' 1:-pe~nin;|; Il}' which woman
may earn her livelihood or add to the sam of homan happiness
anal wisdom.
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