A TOPOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION

with gardens, and lurge lotts ud_)(mung‘ It
confifts of about 500 white inhabitants, and
between four and five hundred negroes. I'he

former have large ftocks of black (,nu,lc.
Swine, &c.

[87] Three miles northerly of Kafkafkias,
is a village of Illinois Indians (of the Kaf-
kafkias tribe) containing about 210 perfons
and 60 warriors. They were formerly brave
and warlike, but are degenerated into a
drunken, and debauched tribe, and fo in-
dolent, as fecarcely to procure a fufficien-
cy of Skins and Furs to barter for cloath-
ing.

Nine miles further northward, than the
laft mentioned village, is another, called
L.a prairie du Rocher, or (the Rock mea-

dows.) It confifts of 100 white inhabitants,
and 80 negroes.

Three miles northerly of this place, on
the banks of the Mi/Jifippi ftood Fort Char-
tres. It was abandoned in the year 1772,
as it was rendered untenable by the con-
ftant wathings of the River Mi/lifippi in
high floods.—The village of ¥ort Chartres,

a little fouthward of the Fort,—contained
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{fo few 1nhab1tants, as not to deferve my
notice.

One mile higher up the Miffifippi than
Fort Chartres, is a village fettled by 170
warriors of the Piorias and Mitchigamias
[388] (two other tribes of the [Illinois In-
dians.) 'They are as idle and debauched, as
the tribe of Kafkafkias, which I have juft
deferibed. ‘

Four miles higher than the preceeding
village, is St. Philip’s. It was formerly
inhabited by about a dozen families, but
at prefent, is poffefled only by two or
three.—The others have retired to the
weftern fide of the Mi/]ifippi.

Forty five miles further northwards, than
St. Philip’s (and one mile up a fmall River,
on the fouthern fide of it) ftands the vil-
lage of Cahokia. It has 50 houfes, many
of them well built, and 300 inhabitants,
poffefling 80 negroes, and large ftocks of
black Cattle, Swine, &c.

Four miles above Cahokia, on the weft-
ern, or Spanifh fide of the Mi/fifippi, ftands
the village of St. Louis, on a high piece
of ground. It is the moft healthy and

pleafurable fituation of any known in this
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part of the country. Here the Spanifh
Commandant, and the principal Indian
Traders refide; who by conciliating the
affections of the natives, have drawn all
[89] the Indian trade of the Mifouri;---part
of that of the Mi/}i/ippi (northwards) and of
the tribes of Indians refiding near the OQuif-
confing, and Illinois Riovers, to this village.
In St. Lowis are 120 houfes, moftly built of
ftone. They are large and commodious.
This village has 800 inhabitants, chiefly
I'rench ;—fome of them have had a liberal
education, are polite, and hofpitable. They
have about 150 negroes, and large ftocks
of black Cattle, &c.

Twelve miles below, or foutherly of
I'ort Chartres, on the Weftern bank of the
Mif)ifippi, and nearly oppofite to the village
of Kafkafkias, is the village of' St. Genevieoe
or Miffire. It contains upwards of 100
houfes, and 460 inhabitants, befides Ne-
groes. 'This and S?. Lowis are all the vil-
lages that are upon the weftern, or Spau-
nifh fide of the Mif)ifippi.

Four miles below St. Genevieoe (on the
weftern bank of the Mi//ifippi) at the mouth

of a Creek, is a Hamlet, called the Saline.
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Here all the falt is made, which is ufed in
the [Illinois country, from a falt fpring,
[40] that is at this place *. The Ridge
which forms the eaftern bank of the Mzi/-
Jifippi, above the Mifouri River continues
northerly to the Illinois River, and then di-
reéts its courfe along the eaftern fide of that
River, for about 220 miles, when it declines
in gentle flopes, and ends in extenfive rich
favannahs. On the top of this Ridge, at
the mouth of the Illinois River, is an agree-
able and commanding fituation, for a fort,
and though the Ridge is high and fteep
(about 130 feet high) and rather difficult
to afcend ; —yet when afcended,—it affords
# In the feveral villages on, and near the Mifefippi,
which I have juft defcribed, (and whick are delineated in
the annexed plan) there were in the year 1771, twelve hun-

dred and feventy three fencible men. To wit.
On the Eaftern fide of the Mijifippe,

French 300
Negroes 230
On the Weftern fide of the Mififippz,
At St. Genevieve, French 208
Negroes 80

At St. Louis, French 415
Negroes 40
1273
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a moft delightful profpeét.—The Miflifippi
[41] is diftin@tly feen from its fummit for
more than twenty miles,—as are the beau-
tiful meanderings of the Illinois River, for
many leagues;—next a level, fruitful men-
dow prefents itfelf, of at leaft one hundred
miles in circuit on the weftern fide of the
Miffifippi, watered by feveral lakes, and
thaded by fmall groves or copfes of trees,
feattered in different parts of it, and then
the eye, with rapture, furveys, as well the
high lands bordering upon the River Mif-
Jouri, as thofe at a greater diftance up the
Miffifippi.—In fine, this charming ridge is
covered with excellent Grafs, large Oak,
Walnut trees, &c. and at the diftance
of about nine miles from the Miflifipp,
up the Illinois River, are feen many large
favannahs, or meadows abounding in Buf-
falo, Deer, &c.

In afcending the Mififippi, Cape au Gres,
particularly attradted my attention.---It is
about 8 leagues above the I/linois River,
on the eaftern fide of the Mififippi, and
continues above five leagues on that River,
There is a gradual defcent back to delight-

ful meadows, and to beautiful and fertile up-
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lands, water’d by feveral Rivulets, which fall
[42] into the Illinois River between 30 and
40 miles from its entrance into the Mi/-
Jifippi, and into the latter at Cape aw Gres.
The diftance from the Miffifippi to the
River Illinois acrofs the country, is leflened
or increafed, according to the windings of
the former River ; —the fmalleft diftance is
at Cape auw Gres, and there it is between
four and five miles. The lands in this in-
termediate {pace between the above two
Rivers are rich, almoft beyond parallel, —
covered with large Oaks, Walnut, &ec.
and not a ftone is to be feen, except upon
the fides of the River.—It is even acknow-
ledged by the French inhabitants, that if fet-
tlements were only begun at Cape auw Gres,--
thofe upon the Spani/h fide of the Mi/ffifippi
would be abandoned, as the former would
excite a conftant {ucceflion of {ettlers,
and intercept all the trade of the upper
Mififippi.

The [Illinois River, furnithes a commu-
nication with lLake Michigan, by the Chi-
cago River, and by two portages between
the latter and the [Illinois River; the lon-

geft of which does not exceed four miles.
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[48] The Illinois country is in general of
a fuperior foil to any other part of North
America that I have feen. It produces fine
Oak, Hickory, Cedar, Mulberry trees, &ec.
fome Dying roots and medicinal Plants;---
Hops, and excellent wild Grapes, and, in the
year 1769, one hundred and ten hogfheads
of well tafted and ftrong Wine, were made
by the F'rench Settlers, from thefe Grapes,--
A large quantity of Sugar is alfo annually
made from the juice of the Maple tree; and
as the Mulberry trees are large and numer-
ous, I prefume the making of Si//k: will em-
ploy the attention and induftry of the fet-
tlers, when the country is more fully inhab-
ited than it is at prefent, and efpecially as
the winters are much more moderate, and
favourable for the breed of Silk Worms,
than they are in many of the fea coafl pro-
vinces.— Indigo may likewife be fuccefsfully
cultivated—(but not more than two cuttings
in a year; ) Wheat, Peas, and Indian Corn
thrive well, as does every fort of Grain and
Pulfe, that is produced in any of the old
Colonies. Great quantities of Tobacco are
alfo yearly raifed by the inhabitants of the

Illinois, both for their own confumption,
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E44«] and that of the Indians;-—but little
has hitherto been exported to ZIdurope.
Hemp grows {pontaneoufly, and is of a good
texture ; ---Its common height is 10 feet, and
its thicknefs, three inches (the latter reckon-
ed within about a foot of the root) and with
little labour any quantity may be cultivated.
Flax Seed has hitherto been only raifed in
fmall quantities. There has however been
enough produced to fhew, that it may be
fown to the greateft advantage. Ap-
ples, Pears, Peaches, and all other European
fruits fucceed admirably. Iron, Copper,

" and Lead Mines, as alfo Salt Springs have

been difcovered in different parts of this
territory. 'The two latter are worked
on the Spani/h fide of the Mif]ifippi,
with confiderable advantage to their own-
ers. 'There .is plenty of Fith in the
Rivers, particularly Cat, Carp, and Perch,
of an uncommon fize.---Savannahs, or
natural meadows, are both numerous and
extenfive ; yielding excellent Grafs, and
feeding great herds of Buffaloe, Deer, &c.--
Ducks, Teal, Geefe, Swans, Cranes,
Pelicans, Turkies, Pheafants, Partridges, &c.

[45] fuch as are feen in the Sea coaft Colo-
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