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fanatics on the carth, the Missourians cannot be justified in
the course which they pursued. There is no doulbt they
were exasperated by the actions oi:th: Mormons, mﬂfsi
fered loss of property, and even life, at the hands o©
Danite bands; but they need not, in the c.mﬂ spirit ncf re=
venge, punish the innocent women and children, for it was
an these that the blow fell the bardest. It was they, whe
lsad no part in bringing on the trouble, who were to suffer
in retribution for the misdeeds of others.” ; 1 :
Nowwithstanding all that had taken place in .]'u'lu.acnm.
some of the more enthusiastic Saints believed that it was the
ised land, and that some time they should come in and
possess it.  Indeed, that belief has prevailed among some
of the clder Mormons until within a very short time. Brig-
ham has preached it and promised it ; but now he says very
little about it, and when he does he is wise to add, ®if the
Lord shall will it so.™ The present indications are, that the
Lord will not ™ will it s0,” and all the Saints have mmnf
edly accepted Utah as ™ Zion,” in the I‘ane“nt' r"fevellal.’am; .
In giving, thus briefly, a sketch r.rfrt]m1 Missouri wa;;ld
tell the story as I have always heard it, since | was :J: h.;
from my parents, who were in the .rmdst of it, and w
were rendered homeless and poor by it. Although always
hearing it from the Mormon gide, 1 must, to du the narra-
tors justice, say they have never ulttemplad to hide any part
of the provocation which the Sa.!nta gave; and they :;:
hold Joscph responsible for it, by his, to say the least, un
mltﬂf:ﬂ very long since 1 was talking with a person who
was with the Mormons in Missouri and Ilincis, He said
that Joseph not only advised his people publicly to plund;r
from the (Fentiles, but privately ordered them to do 0. t
one time he was himself sent by the Prophet to steal lum-
ber for coffins. He went with a party of men down ﬂT
river, loaded a raft with lumber from a Ej:uu.'le saw-mill,
and brought it up to the " City of the Saints. Anotiher man,

STEAL FIRST AND PRAY AFTER | 53

now a bishop in the Mormon Church, told my mother that
he was deputed by Joseph to go and take some cattle, and
drive them to the city. As he was entering the town on
hiz return from his successful marauding trip, he was called
into a house, where there were sick persons, to ancint and
pray for them in connection with another elder. On meet-
ing this elder afterwards, he remarked, I have often won-
dered that the Lord listened to our prayers in behalf of the
sick under such circomstances. The elder replied, quietly,
" f had not been stealing."”

Had such teachings been given by the Gentiles, and fol-
lowed by their people, it would have been sin. But with the
Mormons it was always " the will of the Lord,” and in His
name they committed the crimes that produced disaster and
disgrace among the people of Missouri, and finally resulted
ift their own expulsion from that stite. Thus & was that
at length we find them driven out by violence from among
a people who at first had received them with the utmost
friendliness, and forced to seck refuge on the farther shore
of the Mississippi, despite the promise which Joseph had so

 often given them, = in the name of the Lord,” that Missouri
~ should be the abiding-place of the Saints,
 Joseph, however, still continued to assert that the Saints
~ "ghould returm again and buoild up the waste places of
- Zion,” and pointed out Missouri as the spot which was to
- be the "central stake” from which he was eventually to
rule all America; but the fact remained that the people
- must have homes until such good time as they might be
allowed to " come again to their own.”
- ® They had landed at Quincy, Illinois, and had been very
ly received by the residents. On their arrival they at
commenced searching for a place to settle, and build
another "stake;” and the place finally selected by the
A het was situated on the Mississippi River, about forty
from Quincy. It was first called Commerce ; but this
being considered altogether too matter-of-fact and
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ctical, it was named, by inspiration, N_mvfo. which,
l;;ng translated from the ™ Reformed Egyptian, — the lan-

age in which all revelations were first given,— means
" The Beautiful.” (b ST b

e new cit w rapi

m;InEed by cul}l;rf::d of the Lord, ?nld the pa?plidwe:l
adjured not to cease work upon it until it was finished ; al
the Saints were commanded to gather there as soon as :::
was practicable. Missionaries were sent 1o Eump'?. an
converts flocked from thence to Zion. Never were mmrnrnbs-
crowned with greater success than those that were esta
lished in Europe by the Mormon Church. The elders we:t
firat to England, from there to Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Switzerland, France, and they even attempted Italy, 'l::ut
with so litle success that the mission t!?trewn upeedl.?y’
abandoned. Indeed, the southern countries of l?ump-e did
not seem to have taken kindly to the new doctrine of the
Saints, and evinced but slight interest in the es:tnb'lluhment
of a *spiritual kingdom on the earth,” and paid no heed
whatever to Joseph’s revelations. But hundreds of ::im—
verts were made among the English m{.d E‘:?'nmnav an
people, and they all evinced a strong desire to gather to
and considered no sacrifice too great to hzfma.dx:ﬂ:n

il heir emigration. Most of them were {rom fhe
Zﬂt:mcl:.ma, bufr:nme among them were persons of
considerable wealth, and man:;iwm fr::m the comfortable

i lass of farmers and trades peopie. .
ml’i“;: ';}euple of Tllingis were inclined to be very friendly
with the Mormon people, and to make up by sympatlrzy m'!d.
kindness for the treatment which the Saints had received in
Missouri. Bat, as has invariably been the caue,.t'ue ?v!ur-
mons, by their oWwn acts, managed to turn these friends into
enemies, and to embroil themselves in more quarrels.

The people in the surrounding towns fnun.d them trouble-
gome, and most undesirable neighbors ; furrlu_uEntn nt' their
- kindly reception, Joseph did not cease his injunctions to

Zion,"”
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™ get all you can from the wicked Gentiles,” and the conse-
quence was perpetual trouble and constant complaint.

Early on his arrival at Nauvoo, Joseph applied to the
Ilingis legislature for a city charter, which was granted at
once. This charter was extremely liberal, and by its am-
biguous wording deceived the legislature, they considering
it straightforward and honorable, while really it gave Joseph
unlimited power in the government of the city, without regard
to state or national laws, and rendered it impossible that he
could be held prisoner, even if arrested. He had the right
to release himself': the charter provided for that.

Before the establishment of the cily it was * revealed " to
Joseph that his people must importune at the feet of all in
authority for a redress of their wrongs in Missouri. They
commenced with the justices of the peace; from them they
went to the state officers; finally to the President himself.
They prepared very carefully, and, as far as possible, very
accurately, a statement of the losses of the Saints in Mis-
souri, and Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and Elias Higbee
. went to Washington with it, to endeavor to seek redress
‘through the agency of Congress.

Martin Van Buren, who was President at that time, re-
. geived them with that peculiar suavity of manner for which
~ he was specially noted, that impressiveness which expressed
so much and meant so little, and listened to them with the
most courteous patience.  But his answer was : " Gentlemen,
your cause is just, but I can do nothing for you." The
party returned to Nauvoo disappointed, but in no wise dis-
couraged, and exceedingly indignant with the government
and the entire American people, whom they considered
their enemies from that moment. From the lowest officer
to the highest, they considered that they had failed to meet
~with the slightest sympathy, and there was no desire shown
to make any amends to these people. Joseph and the elders
‘indulged in more incendiary talk than ever; but this was
devoted entirely against the government.
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"In the name of the Lord God of Israel,” prophesied
Joseph, " unless the United States redress the wrongs com-
mitted upon the Saints in Missouri, in a few years the gov-
ernment will be entirely overthrown.” And again : ®They
all turned a deaf ear to our entreaties, and now the Lord
will come out in swift fury and vex the nation.”

The troubles in Illinois culminated, as they had in Mis-
souri, in political difficulties. The people of lllinois were
growing exceedingly tired of their new citizens, whom they
had welcomed so warmly, since their kindness had been
returned with so much ingratitude by the Mormons; but
the political leaders of the state endeavored to curry favor
with Joseph, and obtain his influence, since it had been dis-
covered that the Mormon vote was solid. Whigs and Dem-
ocrats had each tried to secure them, but Smith had his
own purpose to serve, and he used either Whigs or Demo-
crats as best suited him. Neither party could rely on him
or his promises, and consequently both became exceedingly
hostile towards him, and were equally zealous in endeavor-

ing to limit his power. Hewas, indeed, rendered perfectly
independent of the state laws by the charter which the gov-
ernor so readily signed, without being aware what a blun-
der he was committing ; and the exertions of the llinoi-
sians were directed towards getting this charter repealed.
Anti-Mormon organizations were formed for the purpose
of inducing the legislature to cancel the charter, disband
the Nauvoo Legion, a military organization, of which Jo-
seph was commander-in-chief, and, if possible, to eventually
get rid of the Mormons altogether. The feeling ran quite as
high as it had done in Missouri, although there were no such
deeds of violence as that state witnessed. It remained, for
some time at least, a political rather than a personal warfare,
and Joseph seemed for many months to maintain his position
in spite of every exertion of his enemies; and, in fact, got
decidedly the best of them in every way.

Joseph's political career was, to say the least, an intricate
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and an ambitious one. He aimed at the ve i i-
ﬁm! which the country could give him. Heryi:;ﬁ';z:tui‘:im a
legislature at Nauvoo, in opposition to that of the state ; but
he took good care that it should be kept from the know-
ledge olj all persons outside of the city, and this same legis-
!,;mlr; did, in its way, the most remarkable work, One of
i & Wis to nominate i
United States. g S
Clay and Calhoun were at that time rival candidates for
the Presidency, and Joseph wrote to both of them, asking
them what course they would pursue towards the Mormons
in case they were elected. Neither of them answered in a
manner to please him ; they were altogether too indefinite,
- refusing in any way to commit themselves to the Mormon
cause; and he gave them both a severe castigation, and
withdrew his support and countenance from both parties
and with him, of course, went the whole body of the Mor-
. mons.
~ He published his own views on the national policy in a
- pamphlet, and announced himsell as Presidential Candidate.
His followers confidently believed that he would be elected.
They had no idea that he could fail to attain whatever he
attempted. Missionaries were sent all over the United
States, prosclyting - and electioneering, and the Saints cer-
y worked faithfully to further their Prophet's ambition.
In the legislative assembly he had those friends and allies
in training who were to form his cabinet when he should
the White House. Of this assembly, Brigham Young
was an impmant, active, and favorite member, and Joseph
prophesied wonderful things of him. It is said that he even
d him as hi? successor as leader of the Mormon
h.'m:.ll_ But I think that that story is a little more than
In the midst of all this seeking after political influence,
ph Smith must, I think, have had some idea of the
lessness of it all, and some presentiment at least that his
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failure must be followed by another exodus of the Monn::n
people, for as early as 1842 he began to talk of the superior
advantages of the Pacific valley as a settlement, a]u;l the
= Lord's finger” seemed turning slowly but surely in that
direction, and it was not long before the Prophet sent a
company of men to explore that, then, almostl unkm:mzn
country, and not long after he began prophesying that in
five years’ time the Saints would be located " away from the
i ce of mobs.”
mi";'l:: Saints, as usual, received the prediction in good
faith, and were ready to follow him wherever he should
lead, notwithstanding that doing so meant giving up home,
and property, and becoming poor, exiled wanderers. The
devotion of this deluded, persecuted people to their false
Prophet was almost sublime. In answer to his ™ Lta'.'.e all
and follow me,” came the self-sacrificing words, ” Whither
thou goest we will go; thy God shall be our God.”
Mistaken, deceived, deluded as they were, the great body
of this people deserve some charitable regard, since they
obeyed the dictates of their consciences, and were willing to
suffer martyrdom for their religion. The great t‘mdy of
them are not answerable for most of the crimes cc:mmmed by
the command of the leaders, since they were ignorant of
them, and their hatred of the Gentiles is not so grcatl}r}u be
wondered at, since they suffered the persecution w}thuut
even knowing that there was the slightest cause for it, ex-
cept their objectionable belief. 1 feel that I must pay this
tribute to the Mormen people. Naturally, they were a Ian:-
abiding, peace-loving, intensely religious _p?nplt; t'llen‘
peculiar natures, touched a little with fanaticism, having
that mental organization that not enly accepts the super-
natural, but demands it, made it the more easy for them to
become the victims of a man like Joseph Smith.
The belief that they were the very chosen of God; that
He revealed Himself to them through their PruPhet ; that He
took special note of their in-comings and out-goings ; that He
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led their way in ali their wanderings, sometimes in thorny
paths, sometimes through pleasant places, — made them pos-
itively heroic in their devotion. I hold that their earnestness
and singleness of purpose ought to win them a certain de-
gree of respect, mingled with the intensest pity that they
could become the dupes of such unscrupulous, overbearing,
unprincipled men as their leaders have proved themselves
to be. They have been blinded by fanaticism, and led by
false representations. Kept in a community by themselves,
forbidden any intercourgg with the outside world, they
have known nothing outside of Mormonism except what
their rulers have chosen to tell them, and that has never
been the truth. They have believed that every man's hand
was against them ; that they were literally ™ persecuted for
rightecusness’ sake ;" and they have been taught that the
Lord commanded them to hate all persons not of their belief,
and that it was an act pleasing to Him whenever a Gentile
was put out of the way. Without being murderers at heart,
they have been taught that murder is a part of their religion,
- @ vital portion of their worship. I shall explain that belief
- more fully presently, when I come to speak of the * Blood-
 Atonement.”
- The Gentiles have had very little opportunity, until lately,
‘of mingling at all with this people ; and they have, quite as
naturally on their part, judged the Mormons to be a blood-
irsty, cruel, dishonest, and licentious people, who not only
“did not merit toleration, even, but ought, indeed, to be ut-
terly exterminated. No good could possibly come out of
Nazareth, they thought; and a person avowing himself a
Mormon has not been so much an object of hatred as of
thing and contempt.
Mind you, I am not upholding the Mormon faith ; T con-
it the falsest, most hypocritical, and most cruel beliel
under the sun. Although its founder arrogated to it the
e of the " Church of Jesus Christ,” there is nothing Christ-
¢ in its teachings or in its practice. Its leaders always
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have been, and still are, supremely selfish, caring only for
their personal aggrandizement, disloyal to the government
under which they live, treacherous to their friends, revenge-
ful to their foes; insincere, believing nothing which they
teach, and tyrannical and grasping in the extreme, taking
everything that their lustful eyes may desire, and greedy,
grasping hands can clutch, no matter at whose expense it
may be taken, or what suffering the appropriation may
cause. But the people themselves have no part in the
treachery, revengefulness, hypocrisy, or cupidity of their
leaders, and should be judged from an entirely different
standpoint.

In 1842 Governor Boggs, of Missouri, was shot at and
wounded severely in the head. This act was suspected to
have been done at the instigation of Joseph, and the feeling
against him grew stronger than ever. It was with consid-
erable difficulty that his followers prevented his seizure and
forcible abduction into Missouri. He was very nearly in
the power of his enemies several times; but the devices of
the Missourians were nothing compared to the wiles and
cunning of the crafty Prophet and his officers. The gov-
ernor of lllinois attempted to arrest him, but found the
warrant of apprehension set aside by the charter which he
himself had signed. In fact, it was found that the law was
powerless to touch the Prophet, and he could afford to set it
at defiance. With that charter to uphold him, and the
" Nauvoo Legion " to defend him, he, for a time, completely
baffled his enemies.

About this time an added reason was found for hating and
dreading the Mormen people and their influence. The
" Spiritual-Wife " doctrine was hinted at just at this jﬂn:ture,
and this created even a greater disturbance than the political
difficulties had done, since this caused a large apostasy, and
divided the church against itself. The accusations that
some of the apostates brought against Smith were dam-

aging in the extreme.
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" One of his chief accusers was a man named Willi
Law, who had been his earnest friend and one of his m::i
sellors. The Prophet had had no stancher friend or
warmer defender than Law, and he was also highly es-
teemed by all the Mormon people, as well as by Smith him-
sell. He strongly disapproved of some of Joseph's acts,
and finally felt obliged to withdraw from him altogether.

After his apostasy, he, with some other disaffected Mor-
mons, among whom were his brother, Wilson Law, Dr.
Forster, William Mayls, and the Higbee brothers, all men of
utam!ing and influence among the Saints, commenced to hold
meelings in a grove on Sundays. This grove was a mile
fl:ﬂl!l.‘- the place where the Mormons held their regular ser-
vices ; yet ]:_rmies of the Saints were accustomed to go to the
other meeting to hear what was said and report to the
Prophet. So he was kept well informed of the movements of
the apostates, and their attitude towards him and the church.

At one of these meetings, William Law electrified and al-
most stunned his listeners by testifying that the Prophet had
made dishonorable proposals to his wife, Mrs, Law, making
the request under cover of his asserted * Revelation,” that the

Lord had commanded that he should take spiritual wives
tnfdd to his glory. He also stated that Smith made hiu'
visit to his wife in the middle of the night, when he knew
her husband to be absent. Mzs. Law was present, and her
husband called upon her to testify as to whelhm: he had
made the statement correctly. She corroborated all that
:;mh:dlra:id.land added that Joseph had asked her to give
all her love ; she i .
e was at liberty to keep the other half
The Higbees testified, at the same meeting, to having
frequently seen Joseph's horse standing for a long time be-
fore the door of certain improper resorts. This statement
was certainly untrue, and was probably made under a mis-
take. The greatest excitement prevailed after this meeting
nd the feeling ran very high between the contending t':n::~II
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tions of the church. Joseph and his adherents, on their
part, charged some of the apostates with gross immorality,
and they retaliated by saying they had only followed the
teachings of Smith. Criminations and recriminations were
hurled furieusly at each other by the two parties.

Busnims or mix Newsrarna Orrmm

Law and some of his associates started a paper called
the “Nawvoe Expositor,” which they intended to devote to
the criticism of Smith’s policy, and the denunciation of his
character. As may be imagined, it was not a very long-
lived sheet, only one number being issued. Enraged by its
plain speech, Joseph and some of his followers destroyed
the building, broke the machinery, and threw away the
type, in their strenuous endeavors to suppress " the freedom
of the press.”

Affairs had reached such a crisis, that to allay the ex-
citement and to explain some of his * peculiar " moral weak-
nesses, the Prophet found it necessary to produce the famouns
" Revelation,” giving the most unbridled license to all the
worst passions of their nature. This " Revelation ™ was in-
tended to silence the noisy clamorings of the Saints 3 for who
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of them would venture to question the convincing " Thus
saith the Lord."

It was only given to the faithful in Zion. Its existence
was denied loudly, if in any way a whisper of it reached
the outside world, and the missionaries were cautioned to
keep utter silence upon the subject. Among the Saints it
was received most reluctantly. The women, especially,
felt that a cross was being laid upon them greater than they
could bear, and many cpenly rebelled. They felt that some
great trouble Was come upen them, but they did not
then know the intense bitterness of it, nor what the moral
results would be. The majority of them did not believe
that they would suffer personally from it; but, alas! they
litthe knew how easy jt would be to convince a man that
positive wrong would become moral right, when all legal
restriclions were removed, or when the conscience could be
8o easily soothed by the opiate of " Revelation.”

Joseph's career, after producing his * Celestial Marriage ™
cheat, and palming it off on his followers with the blas-
phemous " Thus saith the Lord,” was very short. He was
induced to surrender himsell to the authorities, and with his
brother Hyrum, the Apostle John Taylor, and the Apostle
Willard Richards, was placed in the Carthage jail.

It was feared by the Mormons, and by some of the Gen-
tiles, that attempts would be made to massacre him in prison ;
but Governor Ford, under whose protection he was, seemed
to apprehend no danger, and placed no extra guards about
the prison. He himself went from Carthage to Nauvoo, to
see personally into the condition of affairs there, and also to
assert his authority, but took no measures for a redoubled
care and watch over the prisoners. While he was away the
jail was attacked, and the Prophet and his brother Hyrum
agsassinated. Their eompanions escaped with wounds.

The history of Joseph Smith is one of the most remarka-
ble on record., From an ignorant, superstitious farmer's
boy, he became " Prophet, Seer, and Revelator,” founder
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of a new religion, which was to make his name known, not
only in his own country, but over the world ; made h.‘r’ % Di-
vine appointment " " God's Vicegerent upon the earth, and
Religious Dictator to the whole world.” So much for his
spiritual titles.  He was no less fortunate in earthly honors ;
being President of the " Council of Fifty,” chief of the legis-
lature of Nauvoo, and Mayor of the city; and at last he
aspired to the Presidency of the United States — a position,
it is needless to say, which he did not attain.

Amassnarion oF Joiurs Swrte ano mis Deornee Hysum,

It is safe to believe that no one man can wear all these
" honors " without growing somewhat dizzy under them ; and
it is no wonder that the Prophet Smith overreached himsell
at last, and fell a victim _to his overweening ambition and
stupendous seli-esteem, which probably made him believe
that he could accomplish impossibilities.
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