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‘TRE COLES COUNTY AFFRAY.
' 'HOW IT ORIGINATED,

A PRECONCERTFD SENENE DY THE
COPPERMEADS. :

[From Our Own Correspondent.]

j : Esssx Houaz, t,
Marroox, Coles Co., IiL, April 1, 1854 -
I have justrcturned from Charleston, whers
the great riot took place on Mongday last, by.
‘Which eight persons were killed—all of whom,
_With the exception of two, were good Union
- men.- - Chatléston is the county scat of Coles
reountyy situated on the Terre Hautp and, Al-
ton Rullroad,: twelve miles east of Mattoon.
.Itis, to use the vernaculaf hero; ‘s right
|"smart place,” and contains about 2,500 inhab-
' ltants, Itboastseeveral stores, saloons, alarge
public hall and‘'the Court House.. Thé last
is'sitnate on an open: square, in the highest
-part of -the town, and it:was in thé Court
ouse yard where the fray first-commenced.
The Court House is a large brick--building,
the front part of which is twe storles hlgﬂv
fronting tewards the North. On the Bastand
‘West sides of the square, about two rods from
the Court House, is a small brick building
used as lawyers’ offices; while immediately
opposite these are the entrances  to the court
room, . N
On Monday morning lsst, nnmerous equads
of the copperbeads came riding into town,
armed with revolvers, while along with them
came scveral wagons, in which, as the sequel
.5hows, arms were concealed. ' There, were
two reasons for the outpouting of the cops—
the opening of the County Court, and the
snuouncement that John R. Eden, 3L C.,
‘would address his secesh constitnents. There
were & few of the Fifty-foarth -Illinois
in town, preparing to go to AMattoon
Wwhere the  regiment _was ordere
to rendezvous, but were unarmed, save about
half & dozen, who had revolvers. “About 9 or
10 o’clock that-morning, one Wm. G. - Hart,
formerly acting Provost Marsbal, hed a diffi-
_culty with a Copperhead. in which thelater,
came out second best. He went and.told his
story-to.lis brethren, and they sceing that
* the soldiers were very few and unarmed, de-
ternined after consnltation, to clean them out.
Iu order to do this one’ Nelson Wells
2 big burly “butternat” was commissioned
to set the ball rolling. Acting under thisor-
der, he went stalking around like Paddy at
Dounybrook fair, asking -for soms one to
tread on his coat tail.’ In the mean timé the
court had been opened ' by dnuse onstable,
and Jobn O'Halr, the Sherif of Coles county,
was attending to the dutles of’ his office.
Hon. (?) John R, Eden, however, anticipating
what was coming and not wishing to crimi-
nate himself, did not attempt to deliver his
oration, but guictly sterted off on foot aboat
half-past ten, accompanied by one Schofield,
o leading Ct;bperheud and a member of the
K. G. Cs. It is ssserted by some that he
has gone to Washington, and will not show
himself here for some time. )
About 3 o'clock in the afternoon, Oliver
8allee, of the 5ith Illinols, went up to Wells
‘and tapped him on the shoulder,'at the
same {ime asking him if :theré were
any copperheads about.  Wells replied,
“Yes, d—n you. Ism one," snd drawing
his revolver, tired.  This was the sigual ; the
reverberations of this shot had hardly ceas-
ed, when the Copperheads commenced firln
’!‘nélscrlminutely among the soldiers and citi-
zens. Colonel Mitchell, of the 5ith IlL, was
in the county clerk’s office at the time, and
immediately  rushed out to learn
what  was going or., His  appear-
ance  wes  the signal for the firing
of dozens of pistols at him, and althongh his
clothes were riddled with bullets, he escaped
mira¢ulously, having only- received two very
slight fleeh - wounds. Major York, sur-
geon of the regiment, was in the drug store
oprosite the west side of the Court House,
and henriog the - shots, ran scross the strect.
He had bardly entered the Court Honse doer
before several shots were fired. Ope sconn-
drel, wko turns out to be Green Hanks, a
constable in Faris, and deputy sheriif
under O'’Hair, - stepped - up ~ behind
the doctor, and placing the muzzle of a re-
volverto his back, fired. The unfortunate
man fell dead withont uttering 2 word. In
the meantime Judge Constable: bad adjourn-
ed the Ceurt, and cleared out ot town, while
Bheriff O'Hair abandoned his shrievnlly, and
took up his position as one of the leaders of
the insurgents. They then ran to their wag-
ons, taking out their guns and retreating be-
hind {he emall brick building in the court
yard. Herc they fired whenever thicy saw
s blue coat. The citizens had at this time
rushed to their homed, And hastiiy arming
themsetves, returnéd to the fray. The rebels,
then rushing over the fences, mounted their
horees which had been tied there, and retreat-
¢d about eight or ten rods from the court
uwusc. [ure tucy wadc a MOMERIATy DAL,
btut sagein took to their heels,” when
the cltizens ¢b d .on them. At
this- charge, onc John Cooper, -a big,
Joud mouthed Copperhead, was captured
and brought back. He attempted to escape
-by running into Jenkins' store, when tge
coldiers fired, killing him Instantly, as also
John Jenkins, who was closing the shop
doorto keep dooper out. This was the last
shot fired. The rebels again rétreated ina
straggling manner to ('Hair's residence,
abont a quarter of a mile from the Coart
House. Here O'Halr and John Frazer, a
well to do farmer Hviny abont eight miles
north of Charleston, affempted to “rally*their
eowardly brethren but failed: John O’Hair
then took an axe, and with the rebels, turned
North, croesing the railroad track. Here the
worthy sheriff cnt down a_telegraph pole
and severed the wire, but not bsfore a dis-
patch  kad been semt ta. Mattoon for
the soldiers. ‘The rebels then retreated pell
mell out of town, and when the soldicrs
came up from toon, there*was not a cop-
perhead to be eecn, save the dead ones, and
ibey werc-of no particular account.- Ag I
have sent you the names of the killed and
wounded by tclegraph, I need not repeat
them here. Whenever-a copperhead fell
‘wounded, bis companlons- carricd him off to
the wagons, snd drove out of town. : Conse..
quently I am unableto give the number of
wielr wonnded, - i Mac.
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