
Quick Guide to: Desire to Learn (D2L​)  

1) Go to www.eiu.edu  

2) In the upper right hand corner, select the “D2L” tab  

 

3) Enter your NetID and password as the login credentials.  

When you log in, you will be taken to the home page that looks like this: 



 

Not every professor utilizes D2L, but if they do or you are enrolled in an online 

class, that class will have a tab in your D2L, as seen above. To enter a course, 

select its tab. After selection, you will be directed to the course homescreen 

which looks like this:  



 

Along the top, there are tabs. The primary ones you will use (especially if the 

course is online as the one shown is) are “Content,” “Calendar,” and 

“Assessment.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Content: ​The content tab will show you any course materials that the instructor 

has posted for you to view/complete. They are typically divided by chapters, 

which all have their own tab along the left hand side 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar: ​The calendar tab will tell you any upcoming deadlines for 

assignments. Some instructors upload it on a weekly basis, some upload 

everything for the semester during the first week of classes. Depending on how 

far in advance you like to plan, you can show assignments based on a daily, 

weekly, or monthly deadline basis. Each class will show as a different color to 

help decipher course assignments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment: ​When you select the “Assessment” tab, a drop down menu will appear. 

You will only regularly use a few of these tabs. If your instructor wants an assignment 

submitted online, it will be turned in via the “Dropbox” tab. If your professor posts 

quizzes online, they can be accessed through the “Quizzes” tab under assessment. 

Some professors regularly update grades to D2L, so you can see your grade on 

assignments and overall in the “Grades” section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Widgets & Apps: ​At the top of the screen, you will see 3 widgets. If a professor 

uploads anything, the bell on the right will have a small yellow dot in the bottom right. If 

your professor would prefer you reach out to them via D2L with any questions you have, 

select the envelope on the left and select “email” from the dropdown menu. If you want 

notifications directly sent to your phone without opening D2L, you can also download 

the “Brightspace Pulse” app (works on both Apple and Android phones). Search/select 

“Eastern Illinois University” as the institution, and use your D2L login credentials to log 

in.  

 

 

What Brightspace Pulse’s widget looks like in the App 

Stores:  

 

 


