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PROGRAM
Eastern Symphony Orchestra

David Commanday, Director
Cameron Craig, Graduate Conducting Assistant

Overture to Die Zauberharfe, D. 644 (Rosamunde)...................................Franz Schubert 
(1797 – 1828)

Conducted by Cameron Craig

Symphony No. 8 in B Minor D. 759 (The Unfinished)...............................Franz Schubert 
(1797 – 1828)

I. Allegro moderato
II. Andante con moto

Intermission

Tragic Overture, Op. 81....................................................................Johannes Brahms 
(1833 – 1897)

 In three sections, played without interruption:

I. Allegro ma non troppo
II. Molto più moderato
III. Tempo primo ma tranquillo

Das Schicksalslied, Op. 54.................................................................Johannes Brahms 
(1833 – 1897)

 In three sections, played without interruption:

I. Adagio – Ihr wandelt droben im Licht
II. Allegro – Doch un sist gegeben
III. Adagio – orchestral postlude

(see text and translation below)

Kyrie, from Messe Solennelle, Op. 16.........................................................Louis Vierne 
(1870 – 1937)

     arranged for orchestra by Dr. Howard Eckdahl



PROGRAM NOTES
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

“Rosamunde Ouvertüre,” (originally Die Zauberharfe Ouvertüre, 1820), D. 644

Franz Schubert was a child of Vienna born during Beethoven’s time, who grew up singing 
in the Vienna Boys Choir and was to become one of the great early Romantic composers. 
He was commissioned in 1823 to write incidental music for the play Rosamunde, written 
by Helmina von Chézy. Schubert began composing the more than 50 minutes of music 
on November 30th and finished it in less than three weeks - two days before the premier 
on December 20, 1823. Under a great deal of pressure to finish, he found he had over-
looked the music for an overture to the play. 

Schubert had previously composed music for Die Zauberharfe (The Magic Harp), a melo-
drama, and recycled the overture for Rosamunde just prior to the opening of the play. The 
play was a failure and closed after two performances without a surviving copy. Schubert’s 
incidental music was presumed lost shortly after the failed premier but was found after Sir 
George Grove and Sir Arthur Sullivan traveled to Vienna in search for the lost composi-
tions of Franz Schubert in 1867.

The work is written in modified Sonata Allegro form typical of Schubert, with a natural 
succession of themes and repetitions not too far removed from song form. 

Program note by Cameron Craig



 Ihr wandelt droben im Licht
Auf weichem Boden selige Genien!

Glänzende Götterlüfte
Rühren Euch leicht,

Wie die Finger der Künstlerin
Heilige Saiten.

Schicksallos, wie der Schlafende
Säugling, atmen die Himmlischen;

Keusch bewahrt,
In bescheidener Knospe

Blühet ewig
Ihnen der Geist,

Und die seligen Augen
Blicken in stiller
Ewiger Klarheit

Doch uns ist gegeben
Auf keiner Stätte zu ruh’n;

Es schwinden, es fallen
Die leidenden Menschen

Blindlings von einer
Stunde zur andern,

Wie Wasser von Klippe
Zu Klippe geworfen

Jahrlang ins Ungewisse hinab. 

You wander above in the Light
on gentle paths, blessed Spirits!

Luminous, divine airs
Touch you softly,

Like the fingers of the Virtuoso
on holy harp strings.

Free of Fate, like a slumbering
Infant the Heavenly breathe;

Pure and protected,
in modest buds,

blossoming eternally,
spirits emerging,

And their blessed eyes
glance into calm, still,

Eternal Clarity

But to Us is given
No restful haven to find;
We dwindle, and fall –

Suffering humans,
Blindly from one hour

to the next,
Like water thrown
from cliff to cliff,

Falling for years down into the Unknown.

PROGRAM NOTES
Das Schicksalslied, by Johannes Brahms

Text and Translation:  
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PREMIER EVENTS
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Jazz Fest 
Featuring
Chad Leftwich Brown

2.7.25 
@ 7:30PM

GROUPS OF 4+ SAVE $5 A TICKET


