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Graduation day is a celebration not only for the graduates, but for every family member, faculty, and friend who 

supported and sacrificed for each student to be celebrating this momentous occasion, and on behalf of the graduating class 

of 2020, I'd like to begin by saying thank you. 

I think it is safe to assume that most people have eaten a sugar cookie at some point in their life. There is 

something comforting about the familiar simple taste of their perfectly molded, identical, cookie-cutter shapes. But when 

you strip away the icing and sprinkles all you are left to eat is a generic, kinda dry, and often disappointing cookie. In a 

way these sugar cookies have become a metaphor for our lives.  

As children we were all asked, “what do you want to be when you grow up”? and as children, we would often 

respond with ambitious somewhat fantastical answers such as pirate or ballerina. We are encouraged to dream, but at the 

same time, we are forced into the cookie-cutter mold of what the world expects us to be. As a result; with time and 

perhaps a better sense of reality our responses to this same question change- becoming more realistic and less abstract. 

I imagine if you were to answer this question today, you would probably respond by;  saying how you got your 

dream job at a top company; or by explaining that what you're doing next year isn't your dream job, but hey… it pays the 

bills. Or you may even say that you have NO idea what you are doing next year, and despite what your parents might say; 

that's perfectly alright too. But did you notice that none of these responses answered the question that was being asked? 

Because “what do you want to be?” is not the same question as “what do you want to do?”.   

Doing means action. Being takes it a little deeper to imply presence and intention in our actions. While this 

difference may seem small, who we choose to be is far more important than what we choose to do. We get to choose to be 

kind, honest, polite, generous, thoughtful, and loving. There is something special in having the ability to just be. In 

whichever careers we choose to pursue, we’ll face deadlines, pressure, exhaustion… sound familiar?  And in that stressful 

environment sometimes it feels like the only way to get through is to do do do. For most of our lives, it felt like all we 

were taught was how to do. To do work, planning our time around To-Do lists, always feeling pressure To Do more. We 

often fell victim to trying to fit into society's cookie-cutter mold to meet expectations. We need to remember to take a step 

back and recognize the importance of being. To be enough. To be patient with others and ourselves. And to be joyful. I 

don’t know if that’s just a product of growing up or maybe it means we’re finally starting to take our parent’s advice. But 



 
what I do know is that a lot of this personal growth took place while we were here at EIU. As much as today is about 

imagining our future direction; what we’ll do and who we’ll be, it’s also about reflecting on how far we’ve come.  

EIU proudly claims that they are one of the safest and most affordable options for higher education in the state of 

Illinois. They are all in for you. Panthers of the past, present, and future. To the faculty and staff at EIU, we aren't just 

numbers, statistics, dollar signs, or cookie-cutter students. We are individuals. EIU took those perfectly molded, identical, 

cookies and allowed us to decorate them with whatever we wanted. We were allowed to forge our path and mold our 

future into anything we wanted it to be. EIU not only fostered our discovery of what we wanted to do with our lives, but it 

also taught us the skills to become who we want to be. Eastern Illinois University challenged us to accomplish things we 

never thought possible and inspired us to lead, connect, and engage with others throughout our daily interactions. 

Although we were treated as individuals we were never alone.  

I can confidently state that we are over-prepared for whatever comes after today. For the past couple of years, you 

have learned and lived with students who, like you, will continue to stand out. Stand out for how they think, and for how 

they choose to spend their time. Employers may underestimate us because we didn't go to a bigger school, but I guarantee 

you; every one of you will out work, outperform, and make a lasting impact in whatever you decide to do; because of who 

you have chosen to be. We have learned to find balance in our lives and activities while still tending to academic duties. 

We have learned to pursue knowledge adamantly, seek the experience of diversity and treat others compassionately. You 

can see this in the way we care- not only about our work but also who it impacts rather than just which boxes it checks. 

To the class of 2020; whether you are graduating early, on time, or took the scenic route I'm certain some things 

didn't happen how you wanted them to and some plans probably fell through. But if those changes never took place you 

would have never grown. As we leave our beloved cornfields with our hard-earned degrees in hand, I assure you there are 

going to be some changes. When these changes occur, I urge you to come back to this moment and reflect on the lessons 

that you learned during your time at EIU. We are well-prepared for our future because EIU allowed each of us, to 

personalize our path to discover what we want to do, and ultimately who we want to be, from day one – until today. 

Today, we receive our degrees, molded for the future, and proud to become alumni of EIU! So, I urge each of you to go 

out and show the world what you can do and who you can be. 


