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Letter from the Chair
Anita Shelton

DISTINCTIONS OUTSIDE THE HISTORY DEPART-
MENT

Livingston C. Lord Scholarship
Timothy Aberle

Distinguished Graduate Student Award
Graduate College
John Goldsworthy
Lori Henderson

Williams Travel Awards, 2010-2011
Graduate College
Crystal Abbey
John Goldsworthy
Christopher Kernc
Thomas Kiely
Jonathan Matthews
Laura Mondt
 
The William B. Reid, Jr. History Education Scholarship
Faisal Tariq

The Rex Syndergaard Scholarship
Jarrod Taylor
Timothy Aberle

The Errett and Mazie Warner History Award
Logan Bruce
Samantha Sauer
Hilary Shields

Charles H. and Dorothee Coleman Scholarship 
Thomas Kiely

**********

DEPARTMENTAL WRITING AWARDS

The Alexander Hamilton Paper Award in American His-
tory
Logan Bruce

The Anne Frank Award
Geoffrey Zokal

The Lavern M. Hamand Graduate Writing Award
Chady Hosin (Fall)
Thomas Kiely (Spring)  

College of Arts and Humanities Nancie King Mertz 
Research Creative Activity Award
Rachel Dent 

for her paper “From Paupers to Powerful:  Newspaper Cov-
erage of Irish-Americans in the 1880s.” 
Written for HIS 4815: History of Modern Ireland
Dr. Newton Key, instructor

Social Science Writing Award
Logan Bruce
 for his paper “Response to Rebellion: United States Inter-
vention in the Dominican Republic, 1965-66”
written for HIS 3800: U.S. Diplomatic History
Dr. Edmund Wehrle, instructor

2011 Graduate Showcase Series, College of Arts and Hu-
manities
Jason Miller
Dr. Mark Voss-Hubbard, Faculty Mentor

2011 Graduate Showcase Series, College of Arts and Hu-
manities
Maggie McAdams, Christine McDonough, Mike Smith
additional project members: 
Charlotte Rayburn, Philip Mohr, Elizabeth Horoszko, Phil 
Grumm, Patrick McGuire, Amy Near
Dr. Terry Barnhart, Faculty Mentor

**********

DEPARTMENTAL SCHOLARSHIPS

The Leften Stavrianos World History Award

Graduate: Crystal Abbey
Undergraduate: Kyle Probst

History Study Abroad Scholarship
Clare Smith

The Elisha H. and Estella Ziegler Baumgartner Scholar-
ship
Clare Smith

Lawrence and Emily Nichols Memorial Scholarship
Michael Bajgert

Jeanne and Donald Tingley Memorial Scholarship
Mark Michaels

The Wolfgang and Barbara Schlauch European History 
Scholarship
Benjamin Ill

The Stephan M. Horak Memoiral Scholarship
Christopher Schilling

The Ardath Fogelsanger History Scholarship
Michelle Moery 

Robert and Julie Sterling 
History Education in Social Science Scholarship
Alyssa Henson

John Kearney
Margaret McAdams
Anna Nasinska
Andrew Near
Brady Newbold
Kimberly Nohren
Samantha Sauer
Trever Savage
Michael Smith
William Tatom
Geoffrey Zokal

Timothy Aberle
Rebecca Berkwicz
Blake Born
Logan Bruce
Aubrey Davis
Branden Featherling
Philip Grumm
Jeremy Haas
Lori Henderson
Neil Jacobs
Dana Jarrard

Phi Alpha Theta Initiates, 2010-2011As I reflect back over the past academic year, I once again feel im-
mensely gratified to be associated with the hard-working and ac-
complished history department at EIU.  For the past several years, 

students and fac-
ulty have had 
to work under 
an increasingly 
long shadow of 
economic gloom 
and uncertain 
prospects.  For 
students, an un-
promising job 
market, shrink-
ing financial aid, 
not infrequently 
one or even both 
parents losing 
jobs, and mount-
ing educational 
debt all present 
serious distrac-
tion from study. 
For faculty, 

grossly delayed support from the state for the normal function-
ing of the university, reduced operating budgets and uncertainty 
over state pensions and health care are similarly discouraging.  But, 
judging from the accomplishments of students and faculty, when 
we all come to Coleman Hall, we leave these stressors at the door 
and turn our minds and energies to the subject and discipline of 
history.

I’d like as an example to focus for the moment on one of our 
faculty, David Smith, who was chosen by the University Council 
on Academic Affairs to be EIU’s Faculty Laureate for the 2011/12 
academic year.  Faculty Laureate is bestowed each year on one sin-
gle professor on campus who best exemplifies the highest ideals of 
teaching, especially in general education.  To quote Dr. Smith him-
self on the subject, in general education classes, rather than 

“…submitting to the tyranny of the survey – factual, hurried 
and superficial,” students should “learn to frame issues and resolve 
problems through the standards of the specific disciplines and 
learn how those disciplinary paradigms both secure knowledge 
and recognize its limitations. Long after students have forgotten 
details of a topic, the models of inquiry experienced by the students 
shape their ability to think aesthetically, sociologically or scientifi-
cally.  This ability to think well -- as experienced in the differing 
disciplinary prisms of the general education curriculum -- offers 
vital tools for the engaged citizen.”  

Far too often, people speak about education in terms of the “de-
livery of information.” As Dr. Smith makes very clear, and particu-
larly in this age of information overload, it’s not the acquisition of 
information itself, but the ability to make sense of it that is difficult 
and crucial.  This brings me to another common misunderstanding 
about teaching – that good teachers focus on teaching rather than 

on research, writing and publication.  Dr. Smith is, in addition to 
being an outstanding teacher at all levels, including general edu-
cation, a world-class scholar of early modern French history and 
general editor of H-France, the largest international, Anglophone 
on-line journal of French history.  This might seem a rather eso-
teric area of specialization, not obviously “relevant” to the needs of 
the average American undergraduate.   But I would argue that Dr. 
Smith is able to be a great teacher precisely because he is an active 
and very accomplished scholar.  The relevance lies in the “model of 
inquiry,” as he says.  Dr. Lynne Curry was selected as Faculty Laure-
ate in 2006, and I would say the same of her: she is a great teacher 
not despite but because she is a great scholar.  She, as a matter of 
fact, was recognized in April for her outstanding work with gradu-
ate students as Graduate Mentor of the Year.  I think that reading 
through the accomplishments of faculty in this Newsletter reveals 
that we are, in fact, a department of scholar-teachers who are pro-
viding students with a strong model of inquiry. 

One of our recent graduates from the history program, and pub-
lished author of Brains, Trains & Video Games: Living the Autism 
Life, Alicia Hart, recently had this to say in a note to Dr. Newton 
Key:  

“People always tease me about not using my degree but I tell 
them I use it every single day.” She continued:  “I truly feel that 
the history department has given me a variety of tools to be a well 
rounded professional—no matter the profession or context.  The 
program has given me the ability to do research, to think critically 
about that research, and to understand the context of the bigger 
picture.  It has helped me immensely in the fields of medicine, child 
development, marketing, writing and even public speaking.  I’m 
starting to think more undergrads should be required to take re-
search methods with the history department!  I cannot tell you how 
many times I have been complimented on my work—compliments 
that I attribute to the greater lesson I learned in that program be-
yond the historical facts and figures.  The history program taught 
me how to think and I value that above and beyond just about any-
thing else I learned in college.  Hands down, I wouldn’t be where I 
am without it.”

As ever, I want to thank everyone who supported our students in 
their endeavors through contributions to the History Gift Fund (a  
list of those donors can be found on page 10).  

Student Honors, Awards, and Scholarships
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Cover Story
Simeon Thomas, who taught history and economics from 1906 to 1942 at what 
would eventually become Eastern Illinois University, was a Midwesterner by 
birth and inclination. Born in Ohio to a farming family, he moved with them 
at age three to Kansas, and then to West Virginia. He sought admission to Up-
per Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa, despite having not graduated from high 
school, and was admitted on the strength of examinations. He worked his way 
through school as the college’s custodian, earning his BA in 1898, whereupon 
he began graduate study at the University of Iowa. He taught classes there 
from the beginning, after filling in for a professor who became ill with scarlet 
fever. After earning his MA, he continued his studies at Harvard University, 
returning to Iowa in 1905 to take up the position of principal of Red Oak 
High School.  While there, he met his future wife, Alice Riche, and decided 
that his job did not pay enough to support a family (they had five children, 
all of whom became Eastern students), so he began work for the T.D. Murphy 
Art Calendar Company as a salesman. He did not stay long. Called home on 
the death of his brother, he there learned that Livingston Lord was seeking a 
history and economics teacher to replace Henry Johnson. Thomas applied, 
interviewed with Lord, and was offered the job. 
Then in the first decade of its existence, Eastern was a much smaller place, with 
320 students. Thomas had three quarters of them in his classes. It remained a 
relatively small school throughout his career, with only 1150 enrolled in 1940. 
It was a school where history—and Simeon Thomas—were at the center of 
student life. Of the 888 students enrolled in 1934, 147 were history majors. 
Throughout his career, Thomas was an active scholar, teacher, and community 
leader. He published a guide to the Lincoln-Douglas debates, maintained a 
busy teaching schedule, gave public lectures on the state of the world, and 
was founding president of the Charleston National Bank (which he assured 
his colleagues would not interfere with his teaching).  When he retired from 
Eastern in 1942 he was named Chairman of the Selective Service Board, succeeding Professor Charles Coleman, who in turn succeeded 
him as Chair of the Social Sciences Department. For the rest of his life, he gave lectures on world affairs, economics, and banking, noting 
in 1948 that “a bank is a semi-public institution and should function to meet the credit needs of the community.” 
He received a number of honors during his life, including an LLD from Upper Iowa University in 1937, and was one of the first emeritus 
professors, with Henry Thomas, to have his portrait displayed in a department office (“No other department can boast of this feat,” the 
student paper noted in 1950, when the portraits were hung.) In what must have been a pleasing accolade, a university residence hall was 
named for him in 1963.
On Simeon Thomas’s retirement in 1942, L.D. Coffman, then president of the University of Minnesota, remarked that Thomas’s career 
had not been marked by highs or lows, but by a steady consistency of purpose and execution. “He was,” Coffman said, “a quiet, unostenta-
tious, thorough teacher and scholar.” 

Graduate Programs

Traditional
by Dr. Edmund Wehrle, Graduate Advisor

The History M.A. program continues to thrive—and 
we have the awards to prove it! First, Lynne Curry was 
honored with the Graduate School’s Rodney Ranes 
Graduate Mentor Award, for outstanding graduate 
mentor. David Smith Student Chad Cussen won the 
university-wide “Outstanding Thesis Award.” Rachel 
Hamilton won the Graduate School’s prestigious King-
Merz Award for outstanding non-thesis research proj-
ect (for a paper she wrote for Newton Key). Meanwhile 
six graduate students won Williams Travel Awards, 
subsidizing their travel to the Loyola University of Chi-
cago History Graduate Student Conference.  Meanwhile 
congratulations to our recent graduates: Robert Wallace 
(Young student), Sonya Scott (Curry student), Staci 
Rogers (Curry student), Lauren Berggren (Wehrle stu-
dent), Donald Taylor (Young student), Rachel Hamilton 
(Barnhart student), Adam Morrisette (Smith student), 
and Gregory Harrell (Coit student).

Historical Administration
by Dr. Nora Pat Small, HA Program Coordinator
The class of 2010-2011 had an incredibly productive 
year. The year started out with the students presenting a 
very successful public program on the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps at Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site. 
(See page 11 of this newsletter for a full story on the 
event). Under the direction of Dr. Terry Barnhart the 
students completed the Master Plan for the Tarble Art 
Center Archives, which can be found at http://www.eiu.
edu/~history/ha/2010- 2011/Files/tarble_masterplan.
pdf. For their Digital Applications in Museums course 
(Rick Riccio, instructor) they digitized portions of the 
Charles H. Coleman collection held in the University 
Archives (http://castle.eiu.edu/~localite/coles/charles-
ton/eiu/ coleman/coleman.html). That project will 
continue. In Collections Care and Management, the 
students worked under Dr. Debra Reid and HA alumna 
Linda Norbut Suits (HA 87) at the Illinois Historic Pres-
ervation Agency on a variety of projects dealing with 
the state historic sites’ collections. We are very grateful 
to all of these program partners, and to the individuals 
at those venues who dedicate their time and resources 

to these projects, including the staff at the Tarble, Bob 
Hillman at the University Archives, and our own Linda 
Suits. These sorts of experiences are invaluable parts of 
our curriculum.

The Tarble Art Center served as the venue for the ex-
hibit this year. Bridging History: Paul Sargent’s Coles 
County brought together history, art, and an examina-
tion of a sense of place in a way that evidently appealed 
to a lot of people. The exhibit opening was attended by 
over 100 people from the community, campus, and HA 
symposium. The exhibit website can be found at http://
www.eiu.edu/history/ha/exhibits/2011/home.html.

Standards have been a big part of the discussion this 
year— beginning with the fall trip, continuing with the 
HA symposium, and finishing with the events in Wis-
consin. Again, thank you to all our alumni who wel-
come their future colleagues and soon-to-be fellow al-
ums each year.

In between the two study trips, we had three guest 
speakers from the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation for a special program entitled “Natural Disaster 
and Senseless Sprawl: On the Front Lines of Preserving 
Culture and Community”, sponsored by the EIU Hu-
manities Center and the History Department. Walter 
Gallas, Director of the Northeast Field Office in Phila-
delphia, James Kern, Executive Director of Brucemore 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and George McDaniel, Executive 
Director of Drayton Hall in Charleston, South Carolina, 
discussed Hurricane Katrina, the Iowa floods of 2008, 
and development’s assault on the scenic Ashley River 
corridor. The students also toured the Harrison Street 
bridge prior to its dismantling, and discussed the HABS 
documentation process with Steve Thompson (HA 89). 
A trip to the Oak Street Library facility at the University 
of Illinois and to Taylor Studios in Rantoul enabled the 
group to learn about a large-scale digitization project 
and to then be immersed in the very real world of ex-
hibit fabrication.

As always, I want to thank all of the alumni who con-
tribute to the HAPA, which in turn supports the Pro-
gram in many and various ways. This year, half of the 
costs of the spring trip are being covered by the HAPA 
(with the History Department covering the other half), 
and the HAPA is paying for our subscription to the 
journal Collections, which resides in the HA lab. See 
you all next spring at Symposium! 

“Quiet, unostentationas, thorough teacher and scholar” also describes Professor Robert 
Hennings, who passed away on November 11, 2011. Bob Hennings taught at Eastern 
for nearly thirty years, serving sixteen years as chair of the History Department before 
retiring in 1990. He and his wife Nan, who preceded him in death on December 4, 2010, 
maintained their connection with Eastern and the History Department throughout their 
retirement, being a much-loved presence at Departmental functions as long as their 
health permitted.Memorial gifts will establish t If you would like to make a gift in Bob’s 
memory, the EIU Foundation is establishing he Robert E. Hennings Historical Adminis-
tration Scholarship Fund, the purpose of which is to train the next generation of leaders 
for America’s historic museums. Please send checks made out to the EIU Foundation to 
Anita Shelton, Chair, History Department, Eastern Illinois University, 2744 CoLeman 
Hall, Charleston,lL 61920.

A memorial service for  Bob Hennings will be held on Tuesday, March 27, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Dudley House in Charleston. A more detailed tribute to him will run in the next issue of 
History at Eastern.
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Faculty Notes

Jon Coit’s first publication, “Our Changed Attitude: Armed Self-Defense and the New Negro in the 1919 Chicago 
Antiblack Riot,” will appear in the Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era’s April 2012 issue. He is currently 
completing a second article manuscript, focusing on the committee formed to defend black riot defendants, which 
involved prominent Chicago black leaders as well as the NAACP. Both articles explore shifts in African-American 
political discourse, and argue that the “New Negro” era reshaped, rather than replaced, older political forms and 
ideas. Dr. Coit continues to teach US 1877 to the Present, the US Constitution and the Nation, as well as upper-
division and graduate courses in American intellectual and cultural history. He has incorporated a curriculum new 
to Eastern in his US History survey, Reacting to the Past. RTTP is a series of historical role-playing games, in which 
students simulate and reenact critical moments and debates. His initial experiments in 2010 challenged students 
to reckon with modernity as Greenwich Village bohemians in 1913, and to chart a path through the late 1960s as 
Civil Rights Movement activists in James Meredith’s March Against Fear. RTTP demands a high level of student 
engagement, and offers a different way for students to encounter the past.

Lynne Curry published a book chapter, “’Special Relationships’: The State, Social Workers, and Abused Chil-
dren in the United States, 1950-1990” in the volume Raising Citizens in the “Century of the Child,” edited by Dirk 
Schumann ( Berghahn Books). She published an essay, “Beyond ‘Choice’: Roe v. Wade as Constitutional History,” 
in the Journal of Women’s Studies, (Volume 22, no. 2: 166-170) as well as book reviews in H-Law and the Journal 
of Family History. In September she served as panel chair and commentator for two panels at the Constitutional 
Rights History conference held at San Francisco State University. In April she received the Graduate School’s Rod-
ney S. Ranes Faculty Mentor Award.

Jose R. Deustua finished during the past academic year a collaborative book manuscript on the economic history 
of Peru from 1820 to 1930, which will be published by the Central Bank of Peru. He wrote about the industries of 
guano, mining, and nitrates, and their impact on the national economy. He also published a review for the journal 
Interdisciplinary Studies of Latin America and the Caribbean (Estudios Interdisciplinarios de America Latina y el 
Caribe), and reviewed a manuscript for the journal Economia. Finally, he also reviewed a research project for the 
Guggenheim Foundation of New York. As a Coordinator of the Latin American Studies Program (LASP) at EIU, 
he was also very much involved in the activities of the program, which brought during the past academic year two 
speakers to campus: Dr. Laura Larco, who presented her research on rituals and healers in late colonial Peru, and 
Dr. Warren Anderson, who presented his research on the P’urhepecha of Michoacan, Mexico, and their migration 
to southern Illinois.

This academic year Charles Foy was fortunate to have a leave during which he held fellowships at the John Carter 
Brown Library, the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery and Abolition and the David Library of the 
American Revolution. In addition to enjoying the company of top-flight Early American and Atlantic scholars, 
these fellowships enabled Dr. Foy to complete two articles, “Eighteenth-Century Prize Negroes: From Britain to 
America,” included in the Fall 2010 special Maritime Slavery issue in Slavery and Abolition and “‘Unkle Somerset’s’ 
freedom: liberty in England for black sailors,” published in the Spring 2011 issue of Journal for Maritime Research. 
A third essay on the maritime community of Scarborough, England has been completed and submitted for peer 
review. Prior to Dr. Foy’s return to EIU he will hold a fellowship at the University of Denver Digital Humanities 
Center where he will receive training to help him develop a website for his database of more than 18,000 eighteenth 
black mariners. Dr. Foy is looking forward to his return to the classroom and the introduction of a new “Golden 
Age of Piracy” course. 

During the past year, Jinee Lee taught classes on the Japanese empire, North and South Korea, and modern world. 

She served in four history M.A. committees while mentoring seven graduate students in modern world history 
major/minor. She organized a round table discussion on recent disaster in Japan, Asian Film Series, several student 
field trips, Asian Heritage Month celebration, and Illinois student conference on Asia which was funded by the 
Redden Grants. Dr. Lee established the first EIU exchange program in Japan. Dr. Lee has been working on two 
book projects on Koreans in the Japanese empire and children’s narratives of collective violence  in modern Japan. 
She conducted a follow-up research for both projects in Japan during the summer funded by the National Museum 
of Japanese History. Prof. Lee delivered lectures on recent development in Chinese culture and economy as well as 
on disaster in Japan on campus as well as at Towson University, University of Southern California, and Ohio State 
University. Dr. Lee continued to serve as Coordinator of Asian Studies and as a council member for the Interdis-
ciplinary Center for Global Diversity. She had another enjoyable year advising the Asian American Association 
(RSO) as well.

Patricia Miller completed a chapter on collection management and one on volunteers for a book series for small 
museums that is forthcoming from AltaMira Press. She chaired a session at the American Association of 
Museums conference in May, “Statewide Planning can Help Preserve Collections/Plan for Disasters.” She served 
as a consultant for the AAM Museum Assessment Program and as a visiting committee member for an AAM ac-
creditation visit. She served on the curriculum advisory committee for the Standards and Excellence Program for 
History Organizations (StEPs), a program of the American Association for State and Local History.

Lee E. Patterson continues to serve as the department’s webmaster and keeper of the laptops (hence the giant 
three-headed dog in his office). He has added new courses to the curriculum and has been teaching Greek and 
Roman history this year, with Egyptian and Mesopotamian slated for next year. He won a Redden Grant to help 
improve the library’s ancient collection. His book Kinship Myth in Ancient Greece was published by the University 
of Texas Press in December 2010 while an article, “Strabo, Local Myth, and Kinship Diplomacy,” appeared in the 
journal Hermes early in 2010. He also wrote a review of Alan M. Greaves’s book The Land of Ionia: Society and 
Economy in the Archaic Period for the Bryn Mawr Classical Review and revised entries on Parthia, Armenia, and 
the Caucasus for the Virgil Encyclopedia, to be published by Wiley-Blackwell. A book chapter titled “Geographers 
as Mythographers: the Case of Strabo” is forthcoming in Writing Greek and Roman Myth: Mythography in the An-
cient World. He also presented a paper titled “Myth as Evidence in Strabo” at the 107th Meeting of the Classical 
Association of the Middle West and South (CAMWS). Despite all the Greek stuff, he is gradually returning to the 
other great love of his scholarly life, Roman Armenia, with preliminary plans for several articles and ultimately a 
book.

Debra A. Reid returned from a calendar-year sabbatical during 2010 to teach two courses for the Historical Ad-
ministration graduate program and a course in public history for upper division undergraduate students during 
Spring 2011. She maintains partnerships with HA alum Linda Norbut Suits at the Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency to balance theory with practice in the care of historical artifacts class. As a result, the HA students have 
worked with collections at the Dana Thomas House State Historic Site (SHS), Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site, Vachel Lindsay Home SHS and Lincoln’s New Salem. Reid earned a 2010 Achievement and Contribution 
Award in the Research division for scholarship completed between August 2009 and August 2010. She awaits 
publication of a collection of essays on African American farm owners between Reconstruction and the present 
that she co-edited with Evan P. Bennett of Florida Atlantic University, entitled Beyond Forty Acres and a Mule, now 
in production at the University Press of Florida. Her major conference activities have included planning local ar-
rangements for the Agricultural History Society (AHS), convening in Springfield, Illinois, June 15-18, 2011. She 
is on the ballot for an executive board position for AHS, and has just learned that she was elected Vice-President 
for the Association for Living History, Farm and Agricultural Museums (ALHFAM). She has led the committee 
to revise the “Living History” section of ALHFAM’s website, and looks forward to seeing that in print in internet-
land. For fun she still plays vintage base ball with the St. Louis Brown Stockings [http://www.stlbrownstockings.
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com] and the Rock Springs Ground Squirrels.

Michael Shirley is Leadership Development Chairman for the Grand Lodge of Illinois, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which capacity he has taught seminars on leadership to classes of up to 400 people throughout Illinois. 
In May, under the sponsorship of EIU’s Military Science Department, he completed the Military History Instruc-
tor’s Course at Fort Leavenworth in Leavenworth, Kansas.

Nora Pat Small continues to serve as the Historical AdministrationProgram Coordinator. This year’s class created 
an outstanding public programon the Civilian Conservation Corps in Coles County and its role in creating Lin-
coln Log Cabin State Historic Site. Their annual exhibit, entitled“Bridging History: Paul Sargent’s Coles County,” 
is, at this writing, installed at the Tarble Art Center on campus. With Rick Riccio, Nora Pat responded to a request 
for brief essays on museums and museum professional training from the National Association of Museum Exhi-
bitionists, which will appear in the Spring 2011 Exhibitionist. She was also invited to write an essay for the Illinois 
Heritage magazine, which will appear as “Partners in History.” Dr. Small was awarded a Summer NEH Seminar 
Fellowship, and will be in Philadelphia for a month discussing “The Early American Republic and the Problem of 
Governance” with fellow seminar participants. She will be presenting “The Challenge of Interpretation: Conclud-
ing Comments” as a member of a panel on “The CCC and the Land Of Lincoln: Interpreting a Layered History at 
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site” at the Conference on Illinois History in September, 2011. Two members of 
the HA class of 2010-2011 will also be on that panel, as will Dr. Terry Barnhart. Small is entering her second year as 
a board member of the AAM Committee on Museum Professional Training, and continues to serve on the board of 
the Lincoln-Sargent Farm Foundation and as an ex officio member of the Charleston Historic Preservation Com-
mission. On campus, she is involved with the UPI Committee on Political and Legislative Action, the Graduate 
School Council, and the Committee on Assessment and Student Learning.

David K. Smith has just finished galley proofs on a large article to appear this fall in Le cercle de Vincent de Gour-
nay: Savoirs Économiques et pratiques administratives en France au milieu du XVIIIe siécle. He has also continued 
his role as editor-in-chief of H-France and launched new inititives in webcasting and webinars (web-seminars) for 
H-France.

With co-author Lawrence Peskin, Edmund Wehrle completed a manuscript entitled America and the World: Con-
flict, Culture and Commerce, slated for publication this fall by the Johns Hopkins University Press. He also pub-
lished the following articles: “’Aid Where it is Needed Most’: American Labor’s Military Industrial Complex,” in 
Enterprise and Society Vol 12, (March 2011); Foreign Affairs! That’s for People Who Don’t Have to Work to a Make 
a Living” in Diplomatic History (September 2010, Volume 34, Number 4); and “The Forgotten History of Orga-
nized Labor in South Vietnam,” in Vietnam and the West: New Approaches, edited by Wynn W. Gadkar-Wilcox 
(Cornell University Press, 2010). Meanwhile he continues to serve as department graduate coordinator.

In November, 2011, Bailey K. Young received an Achievement and Contribution Award in the Balanced Category. 
He taught the Foundations of Civilizations course, covering world history to A.D. 1500 in both the Honors and 
non-Honors versions, as well as a survey of the Middle Ages and a course on the Origins of Europe, which exam-
ines how both archaeology and written sources are needed to understand how Europe’s basic identity emerged 
between the Bronze Age and the Crusades. He chaired two M.A. committees (Donald Taylor and Robert Wallace) 
and served on two others, and once again took a team of students to Belgium to learn medieval archaeology while 
excavating Walhain Castle. For the first time he team taught (with Cameron Craig of the Geology/Geography 
Department) a new interdisciplinary course called “Climate and History,” which studies how human history has 
always been affected, sometimes very dramatically, by the changing impact of climate on environment. Among his 
publications last year was “Auguste Moutié and the Pioneering Days of Merovingian Archaeology” co-authored 
with Barbara Oelschlager-Garvey (Curator at the Early American Museum in Mahomet) in Barbarians and Ro-

mans, edited by Ralph Mathiesen and Danuta Shanzer at UIUC. It tells the little-known story of how the Spurlock 
Museum in Urbana has come to own an unusual collection of artefacts from a Late-Roman-Early-Medieval cem-
etery in France. Research by his student Robert Wallace contributed to the review of a book called Understanding 
Castle Ruins in England and Wales, published in North America’s leading scholarly journal for medieval studies, 
Speculum 86(1) 2011. His paper “Has Anyone Seen the Barbarians? Remarks on the Missing Archaeology of the 
Visigoths in Gaul,” delivered at the International Congress of Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo, MI, was accepted for 
publication a volume devoted to the historical impact of the Battle of Vouillé (fought in A.D. 507), to be edited by 
Danuta Shanzer, Professor of Classics at UIUC and Vienna (Austria). He also translated for publication a study, 
by Patrick Périn, Director of the Museum of National Archaeology in France, of Merovingian garnets imported 
from India. Dr. Young is a Consulting Editor for the Journal of Late Antiquity (Johns Hopkins Press), which won 
an award as best new scholarly journal in its field last year. He served on the Council for Faculty Research, the 
Curriuclum Committee of EIU’s new Humanities Center, as Co-Ordinator of the Phi Beta Kappa Task Force and 
as Chair of the Medieval Studies Committee. Within the History Department he serves on the Curriculum Com-
mittee, the Social Committee, and the World History Colloquium committee. He has been very active in the EIU 
Chapter of the University Professionals of Illinois, helping organise the annual meeting of the House of Delegates 
and working on our campus Chapter’s Committee on Public and Legislative Affairs.

Alumni News
Dana Blumthal (BA), who earned her JD from the John Marshall Law School in 2011, is a member of the Illinois Bar.
Lisa Cerny (BA) teaches History and English at Flora High School.
Julie Cole (BA) is a part-time social studies at Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School, where she also serves as the Director 
of Student Services.  
Teresa Cribelar (BA) taught AP US History for the first time, and writes of the experience, “You said to let you know how 
AP US went this year. Well, after a year of not sleeping much, it is nearly over.  We are down to a movie and finals this week, 
neither of which will be difficult because all of my students took the AP exam in early May. This was by far the hardest class I 
have ever taught.  My first teaching job was difficult because I had advanced Earth Science classes, but this one nearly drove 
me to insanity because I was getting them ready for a test they had to pay to take, and I felt responsible for preparing them.  
After a year of trying to stay one day ahead of my students, I cannot wait for next year when I can focus more on projects and 
writing. Given the opportunity, I would do it all over again, and plans are in the works for me to add AP world in two years 
and AP European two years after that.  I don’t know if it will happen with the recent cuts, but I am up for it.  Once again, I owe 
the EIU history faculty a great debt. I was well prepared to teach, and I pull from nearly every class during my own lectures, 
often remembering the professors as they taught the exact same thing to me.”
Amanda Evans (BA, MA) teaches English in Japan with the AEON Corporation.
Meghan Houlihan (BA) earned an MA at Redding University and an MLS at Indiana University. She is now a graduate 
librarian at the American University in Cairo, where, among other things, she organizes research workshops for graduate 
students. She is learning Arabic and planning on spending her free time traveling.
Thomas Kenny (BA) is now working at the Korean War museum in Springfield as a Museum Assistant, where he is enjoying 
putting his degree to use.
Rachel Kleinschmidt (BA, MA) is working on her Ph.D. in Agricultural History at Iowa State University.
Michael Kröll (MA), who developed the History Department website ca. 2000, is now CTO of Tripwolf, Austria.  
Jeff Lange (BA) earned a law degree and now works for the General Counsel at Illinois State University
Patrick McGuire (HA) works at Historic Wagner Farm, operated by the Glenview Park District in Glenview, Illinois, along 
with other HA alums, including Sarah Hagye (HA ’04) who has worked as Program Supervisor at Wagner since 2005, and 
Lindsay Wieland (HA) who completed her internship at Wagner recently but remains on staff there.
Mark Olendzki (BA) is a graduate student in History at Illinois State University.
Sarah Preskitt (MA), who earned her Master’s Degree in Library and Information Science from Indiana University – Purdue 
University Indianapolis in 2011, is the Reference Librarian at Tippecanoe County Public Library in Lafayette, Indiana.
Staci Rogers (MA) and her husband welcomed “super cute” Baby Maggie in May 10.05 pounds, 22 ounces, and super cute.
Michael Smith (HA) will continue his full time employment as lab director with the Public Service Archaeology & Architec-
ture Program at the University of Illinois. 
Brody Walworth (BA) teaches social studies at Seeger Junior/Senior High School in Warren County, Indiana. 
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Reconstructing Lincoln Log Cabin: The Civilian Conservation Corps in Coles County
A Symposium at Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site
By Maggie McAdams

On November 20, 2010, the Historical Administration class of 2011 held a symposium on the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and 
their presence in Coles County.  The public program was the product of coursework for Historical Research and Interpretation, taught by 
Dr. Terry Barnhart.  This symposium was held at and co-sponsored by Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site, and predominantly focused 
on the work of the CCC in establishing Lincoln Log Cabin as a state park in 1936.  As the 75th anniversary of the dedication of the site 
occurs in August, 2011, the program topic was very timely, and provided the community with insight into another era of the site’s history.  

The overarching theme of the symposium was naturally the CCC, but we broke that down into three subthemes that would ideally show 
a larger picture of the CCC’s time in Coles County.  There were nine students in this course, and we split into three groups of three to 
split up the research and the inevitable presentations.  The three subthemes that we chose to round out the symposium were “Plan, Work, 
and Play.”  These subthemes were actually gleaned from a CCC poster that was painted in 1941 by an Illinois artist, as part of the WPA 
Project.  This poster incorporated a tag line “A Young Man’s Opportunity for Work, Play, Study and Health,” and we as a class decided 
that we could use those categories to give our research and our presentations direction.  To publicize this event, members of the HA class 
worked to adapt this WPA poster into a promotional poster for the symposium.  

The Planning category was the first to be presented at the symposium.  Each member in this first group gave a separate presentation 
as there were many different aspects of the planning process.  The first was on the origins of the community’s involvement in mak-

ing the Thomas Lincoln farm into a state park, and 
was presented by Maggie McAdams.  The second 
presentation focused on the process of bringing the 
CCC to Charleston, and inevitably to the Thomas 
Lincoln farmstead, and was presented by Christine 
McDonough.  The third presentation in the first cat-
egory of “Planning” was on the dedication of the site 
in 1936, and was presented by Charlotte Rayburn.  
The subtheme in this category was the planning in-
volved in turning the site into a park as well as the 
end results of this planning.  The second category 
and the second presentation focused on the physical 
work of the CCC in Coles County, and was presented 
by Mike Smith, with group members Andy Near and 
Liz Horoszko.  This second presentation promoted 
the physical nature of the CCC’s work, and how they 
were hands-on in their work, both with the struc-
tures they built as well as with the conservation of the 
natural landscape.  The third category and presenta-
tion was titled “Play,” but focused on the social habits 
of the CCC men.  This presentation was delivered 
by Philip Mohr, with group members Phil Grumm 
and Patrick McGuire.  Members of the CCC were in-
volved with the surrounding communities, whether 

it was through playing sports games or taking classes in the local schools, and the third presentation highlights this quality.  Much of the 
material used for this presentation was taken from the Camp Newspapers that were written by the CCC men for the CCC men.

The materials used for this symposium ranged from the Illinois State Archives to oral history interviews conducted by the students.  The 
community was very involved with and supportive of this symposium, much like it was involved in the origins of the state park.  After a 
newspaper article was sent out calling for information on the CCC in Charleston, or Coles County, a number of community figures came 
forward.  Most of these community members had stories to tell or knew people that were involved with the site from the beginning such 
as Mary Coutant, whose uncle Ivory Merritt was the first site superintendent.  We did, however, have the privilege of meeting two former 
CCC men, who were both from Charleston, but worked at separate CCC camps.  We conducted an oral interview with Holly Easter, and 
both he and the other CCC camper came to the symposium.  It was very rewarding to hear these men speak of their experiences, and to 
elaborate on the information that we were only beginning to grasp.  There was another community member whose brother was a CCC 
camper, and she had various artifacts from his time in the CCC, including a full uniform.  She was kind enough to loan this uniform to 
us for the day, so we could have this visual cue to remind all that these were real people.

The Public Program on the Civilian Conservation Corps focused not only on the work done by the CCC and the end result, but on 
the activities of the men in these camps.  We wanted the Coles County community to understand the process that occurred to establish 
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site as a state park in 1936, and the work and men involved in this process.          

Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site, the Lincoln-Sargent Farm Foundation, and EIU’s History Department sponsored this event.  

Donors 2010-2011

Participants in the Program; Back Row from Left: Mike Smith, Phil Grumm, Patrick Mc-
Guire, Andy Near, Christine McDonough, Lori Henderson, Dr. Terry Barnhart, and Mag-
gie McAdams; Front Row from Left: Liz Horoszko, Philip Mohr, and Charlotte Rayburn.



Alumni Information Update

The History Department and your classmates want to hear from you. Please let us know what you have been doing since 
graduation by mail (History Department, EIU, Charleston, IL, 61920), phone (217-581-3310), fax (217-581-7233), or e-mail 
(mshirley@eiu.edu).

Last Name First Name MI Former Name

Street PO Box City State Zip

Phone E-Mail Degree(s) Graduation Year(s)

Spouse EIU Grad? Graduation Year

I would like information about giving money to the History Department’s general and/or scholarship funds: ___Yes ___No


