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The University of lllinois System, its Office of the Vice President for Economic Development and
Innovation (OVPEDI), and Northern lllinois University, are committed to advancing the lllinois Innovation
Network (IIN) by providing supplemental (operational) funding for several projects. IIN hubs are
encouraged to partner/collaborate with each other and the IIN will do its best to support and

facilitate. As an organization, the IIN Council will facilitate collaboration that can be incorporated into a
unifying theme with the umbrella concept of “Sustaining Illinois.” Sustaining Illinois has multiple
meanings, including the broad economic, health-related, and social-well-being of the state and its
communities, and environmental sustainability of its food and water ecosystem.

Within Sustaining Illinois, several important elements need to be considered:

(a) Education and Workforce Development: developing and sustaining the education of its citizens and
developing a productive workforce for the 21st century;

(b) Economic Development: sustaining and developing the economy of the state, including
understanding how best to support growth of entrepreneurship and new business formation in lllinois;
(c) Health and Wellness: sustaining and improving the general health and social wellness and
sustainability of the citizenry;

(d) Water, Food, and Agriculture: sustaining the water supply, with the 20% of the world’s fresh water
supply in the shores of the Great Lakes and Mississippi River Basin, the largest in the US and 2nd largest
in the world, and enhancing the home to a national leader in food and agriculture.

(e) Computing and Data: under the umbrella of Sustaining lllinois, there is a foundation of computing,
big data, and artificial intelligence. This is an important area in its own right as lllinois develops its high
tech industry, but in this context it is seen as an enabler for all other aspects of sustainability as
articulated above.

Funding projects will be considered according to the following criteria:

e Sustaining Illlinois must be the dominant theme

e A project name, scope of work, budget and timeline needs to be provided. See attached
document for additional details

e At least two hubs (universities) must be involved in the project

e The project must be completed within one year of funding and will be executed on a cost
reimbursement basis

e Upon completion of the project, a written report will be submitted to the University of lllinois
System VPEDI Office.

e Up to $30,000 will be available for each project. Match of least 50% is strongly encouraged.
Matching funds may be in the form of cash or personnel match

e This funding will be limited to no more than $100,000 from University of Illinois System office in
FY 2020 and $20,000 from Northern lllinois University during this same time frame. Funding
total will not exceed $120,000. Proposals will be accepted to the OVPEDI office via email at
vpedi@uillinois.edu between February 1, 2020 — June 30, 2020.



A review committee consisting Working Committee Chairs and others as needed will evaluate all
proposals received and will make recommendations to the University of lllinois Vice President of
Economic Development and Innovation for funding.
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Proposal Outline

1. Cover page (Project Name, Lead Researcher with contact information, Co-Investigators with
contact information)

2. Sustaining lllinois Abstract (no more than 250 words)

3. Project Description ( no more than 2 pages, single spaced, 12 font)

4. Scope of Work (no more than 1 page, single spaced, 12 font)

5. Describe potential for future work — follow-up funding (no more than one-half page)
6. Team bios (no more than one-half page per team member)

7. Budget (if matching funds, include here, no more than one page)



Illinois Innovation Network Scoring Matrix for Supplemental Funding

Proposal Section Evaluation Total Max Total Score**
Points* Points

D. Project and activity 10
alignment with 1IN
principles

E. Project addresses 10
Sustainability area(s)

F. Scope of work 10

G. Collaboration 10

component with other
hubs and/areas
throughout Illinois

H. Budget/Matching 10
Funds

I. Demonstrates potential 10
for further work

*Evaluation Points = 1-10, with 1=lowest 10=highest
**Total Score = Evaluation Points

TOTAL




