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A lively discussion of diversity in contemporary film followed by a 

chance to win one of twenty DVDs in the raffle 

Nico Canaday, Mt. Zion Public Schools 

Kathy Decker, Champaign Public Schools 

Lisa Nuku, Mon�cello Public Schools 

Catering from Subway and Pepsi. 
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  F u n h o u s e  M i r r o r s :  C u l t u r e ' s  D i s t o r t e d  

    V i s i o n s  o f  G e n d e r  
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This presentation discusses the negativity that surrounds formal 
grammar instruction and pitches an alternative method to 
teaching grammar in composition classrooms. We believe that by 
combining grammar instruction with shorter creative and 
professional writing assignments, instructors can reanimate the 
grammar discussion and enable students to focus specifically on 

conquering mechanical mountains in a contextualized space. 

Students in Advanced Composition analyze professional genres 

used in their fields.

A collection of memoirs written by EIU Graduate Students that 
detail memorable, traumatic, and/or hilarious retellings of past 

events in their own lives. 
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Students in Advanced Composition analyze professional genres 

used in their fields.
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Charles the Monkey as a 

Representa�on of the Progression of Child Psychology in 

the 20th Century as seen in Elizabeth Bowen's The House 

in Paris“

Bowen explores the progress of child psychology in the 20th 
Century as developed by Dr. Cyril Burt by embodying the movement 
in the stuffed monkey named Charles carried around by one of the 

children in the novel.

American Racial Tension: A Lack of 

Progress in Peace 100 Years Later”

This paper explores the difference between pre-20th century and 

post-20th century ideals of masculinity in JRR Tolkien's "The Lord 

of the Rings" through the characters of Boromir and Faramir.

"The Lord of the Rings": Reimagining 

Masculinity in 20th Century England”

Charles W. Chesnu/ explores the oppression of African-Americans 

in the late 19th century, and his Marrow of Tradi4on nearly 

condemns the ideals that ins4gated real events of his period. 

Through this commentary, the fact that these issues have yet to 

be resolved is painfully apparent when looking at the injus4ces 

suffered by the same demographic  in the 21st century.
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Students in Advanced Composition analyze professional genres 

used in their fields.
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A short memoir  wri/en about my experience coming to terms 

with my iden44es as a lesbian and an atheist in a Catholic family. 

This is a piece of self-discovery and a "coming-of-age" 

acceptance of the self. Body image is a common struggle, and 

this piece delves into my own concerns and how I have grown 

because of them. It shows ownership of the self, which leads to 

empowerment.

Select poems that are a taste of a larger work in progress 

inspired by the examina4on of poets like Plath, Sexton, and 

Berryman as well as more contemporary poets exploring ways to 

subvert or enhance the confessional style. 
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There’s rarely a space for women of the Black Arts Movement to 

be in conversa4on…un4l now! Come prepared to hear how these 

women challenged prevailing narra4ves of class, race, gender, 

and sexuality in order to advance tradi4onal no4ons of feminist 

theory and (re)center the Black woman from the margins. 
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EIU English professor Dr. Melissa Ames argues that 

representa4ons of women in popular culture 

(magazines, television, film) are a  “funhouse mirror” 

that distorts reality. In her book, How Pop Culture 

Shapes the Stages of a Woman's Life: From Toddlers in 

Tiaras to Cougars on the Prowl (Palgrave, 2016), she 

and her co-author highlight both the problema4c 

images and the strategies women have developed to 

resist media messages and work toward gender 

equality. 



15 

Get ready to learn about how some of your favorite television 

shows can make it in to the classroom to support instruc4on, 

boost crea4vity in reading and wri4ng, and promote higher order 

thinking. Don't be late, you will want to be Saved by the Bell!

This presenta4on will inform you on the benefits of incorpora4ng 

music of different genres and styles in to the classroom with the 

inclusion of examples, research, and more! It will have you ready 

to rock and roll!

Tired of par4cipa4ng in the same old classroom discussions 

where the same people take control and you all sit in a circle? Us 

too. Come learn about some of the new technological op4ons 

classrooms are taking when it comes to discussion to increase 

par4cipa4on and more!
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A panel presenta4on of original crea4ve works from Dr. Pence's 

Introduc4on to Crea4ve Wri4ng course (ENG 2000), across 

mul4ple genres including poetry, theatrical dialogue, and 

crea4ve nonfic4on. The works will touch on the more painful and 

exhilara4ng parts of rela4onships—love, loss, the search for 

happiness, conflict and endings. 
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Jackrabbits is a memoir piece that takes place in the summer of 

2012, the year I graduated from College. It's about being stuck in 

a small town and finding love in an unusual place. 

Through a series of anecdotes, presenter Andrew McCue reflects 

on his personal history in a self-effacing, self-aware, and 

humorous narra4ve. 
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Designed by Dianna  Bel l ian  
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EIU English Department 
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