Now & Then Assignment
“Everything old is new again.”  “What goes around, comes around.”  “The more things change, the more they stay the same.”  These are clichés that indicate that there are certain things about human nature that remain constant even as fashions, pop culture, and technology change.  This first paper for your UF class asks you to pick someone who started college at least 25 years ago (1984 or earlier) and interview (face-to-face or on the phone, but not through email) that person about what it was like to be a college student back then.  Here are some questions to get you started, but they are not all-inclusive.  Think of some of your own!

College questions

· Where did you go to school?  How did you like it?  Did you graduate from that school?
· What do you remember about your first weeks as a freshman?

· What were the campus rules?

· Did you have a major?  What was it?  Does that major relate to your current career?

· Where did you live? (if in a residence hall, ask about it, the food, what was furnished, what did they take to school, etc.) 

· Did you have a favorite professor?

· What were you involved in on campus?  What did you do in your free time for fun?
· What were your classes? 
· How did you do papers or research at the library?ow How 
Culture and Society questions

· What were the major news stories that you remember that year? (you may want to look on-line and find some if they can’t remember any)

· What were the fashions like?  (see if they’ll loan you a picture)

· What was cool?

· What was the legal drinking age?

· What movies, singers, bands, tv shows were popular?

· Who were the popular sports figures, movie stars?

· What technology was new or cutting edge?

Personal questions

· How did you feel about leaving home for the first time?

· Did you have a boyfriend/girlfriend?  Are you still with that person?

· How did you get along with your roommate?

· How did you keep in touch with your friends and family back home?

· How often did you go home to visit?

· Did you have a job?

· If they had their college career to live over again, would they make any changes or different choices?

· Who were your best friends?  Are they still in your life?

· What do you remember fondly to this day?
You may choose a family member, a friend, a professor or college administrator, or someone in the community.  You paper should include what you found out in your interview and then compare your interview subject’s freshman year/college years to your own experience at Eastern so far.  What is different?  Are there any similarities?  Try to give us a good sense of what it was like then and now to be a college student.

This paper should be 750-1200 words (3-5 pages) and is due September 14.  Use your grammar and spellcheck tools on your computer.     
