
EXECUTIVE ACTION REQUEST 
Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification Option (B.A.) 

 
TO:  Dr. Patricia Poulter, Associate Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
FROM: Dr. Jean Wolski, Interim Chair of Theatre Arts 
DATE:  April 13, 2012 
 
In 2007, the Department of Theatre Arts received accreditation through the National 
Association of Schools of Theatre. At that time, we submitted a revision of the major that 
included suggested changes made by our NAST accreditation team. The revision was 
approved by CAA on 11/8/07. Some of the more minor changes were also meant to be 
applied to the Theatre Arts Minor, the Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification Option (B.A.), 
and the Theatre Arts Minor for Teacher Certification, but were inadvertently omitted with 
the original submission. The changes to the Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification Option 
(B.A.) are as follows: 
 
Requested Changes:  
 
1. Rename “History, Literature, & Directing Courses” to “History & Literature Courses.” 
 This follows the designations established by NAST. 
 
2. Move THA 3445 – Directing out of “History & Literature Courses” and into  

“Performance Courses.” Directing courses are considered part of of the performance  
component by NAST. 

 
 
Attached is the original document submitted to the Chair of Theatre Arts by the Curriculum 
Committee, Fall 2007, with the proposed changes highlighted, as well as a clean copy 
reflecting the revisions.  



THEATRE ARTS FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION OPTION (B.A.) 

 

Standard High School Certificate 
The Department of Theatre Arts offers programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree. It 

concentrates on undergraduate programs that stress the interdependency of academic and 

production experiences. This liberal arts program emphasizes the importance of a broad theatre 

background and the mastery of theatre fundamentals in preparation for the more advanced 

training found in graduate schools or in professional theatre internship/apprentice programs, or 

for a career in theatre education. 

 

All students begin a major in Theatre Arts with a core of requirements. Through audition, 

interview and/or advisement, the Theatre Arts major then selects a particular emphasis that will 

aid in attaining career goals. Theatre Arts majors must earn a minimum of at least a “C” (2.0) in 

each major course. A GPA of not less than 2.65 is required in the major. 

 

NOTE: Students majoring in Theatre Arts with Teaching Certification Option must meet 

the certification requirements for endorsement in a second teaching area other than 

psychology or communication studies. Length of time necessary for completion of the 

degree will vary depending upon area chosen. 
The BA in Theatre Arts with Teacher Certification comprises 

1. 40 hours in general education; 

2. 34-37 hours in the regular professional education core or 28-31 hours in the ISEP 

program; 

3. 48 hours in major courses; and 

4. a second teaching area.  

For students wanting to be eligible to teach in a middle school, additional Middle Level 

Education courses are required. 
 

Option in Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification** 

Standard High School Certificate 
 

This major requires that students follow and meet the requirements for Admission, Retention and 

Graduation from Teacher Certification programs as described in the Teacher Certification 

Programs section of this catalog and as explained at the University Admission to Teacher 

Education Meeting which all students must attend.  Students must gain University Approval to 

Take Teacher Education Courses no later that the end of their first semester Junior year in order 

to use this suggested plan.  Additional information on Admission, Retention and Graduation for 

Teacher Certification programs can be found on the College of Education & Professional Studies 

website at www.eiu.edu/ceps/teached. 

 

All students must pass the Illinois Certification Test of Basic Skills for selection into teacher 

education and should complete this requirement no later than their sophomore year. 

 

Students must receive a “C” or better in all courses used toward graduation, regardless of where 

they are taken. This includes general education, professional education, major and minor course, 

all university required courses, and electives. Students must maintain a minimum cumulative and 

major GPA of 2.65 in order to continue in the program. 

Students have two options for completing the professional education coursework – Regular 

Secondary Education Program and Integrated Secondary Education Program (ISEP).  For more 



information regarding these two options please consult with your advisor.  Information is also 

available in the Teacher Certification Program section of this catalog. 
 

Major Requirements- Total Semester Hours: 48  

Performance Courses 

 THA 1133 - Oral Interpretation. Credits: 3 

 THA 1134 - Stage Movement 

or THA 3334 – Performing Voice.  Credits: 2 

 THA 2000 - Hands-On Theatre: Performance. Credits: 1 

 THA 2244 - Basic Acting. Credits: 3 

 THA 3445 - Directing. Credits: 3 

 

Technical & Design Electives 

 THA 2001 - Hands-On Theatre: Costuming I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2002 - Hands-On Theatre: Scenic/Lighting I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2005 - Stage Makeup. Credits: 3 

 THA 2210 - Introduction to Costuming. Credits: 3 

(See footnote *) 

 THA 2211 - Stagecraft. Credits: 3 

(See footnote *) 

 THA 2257 - Graphics for the Performing Arts. Credits: 3 

 THA 3434 - Basic Theatrical Design. Credits: 3 

 

History & Literature & Directing Courses 
 THA 2258 - Script Analysis. Credits: 3 

 THA 3445 - Directing. Credits: 3 

 THA 3751G - Theatre History I. Credits: 3 

 THA 3752G - Theatre History II. Credits: 3 

 

Professional Preparation Courses 

 THA 2220 - Theatre Seminar I. Credits: 1 

 

Theatre Education Courses 

 THA 3400 - Methods of Teaching Theatre in the Secondary School. Credits: 3 

 THA 3431 - Children’s Theatre Tour. Credits: 3 

 THA 3432 - Creative Dramatics for the Classroom Teacher. Credits: 3 

 

Footnotes: 

NOTE: Students majoring in Theatre Arts with Teaching Certification Option must meet the 

certification requirements for endorsement in a second teaching area other than psychology or 

communication studies. 

 

* A fee is required in Theatre Arts 2210 and 2211 for shop materials. 

** For the education course work required for this option, see Teacher Certification Programs 

 



 

THEATRE ARTS FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION OPTION (B.A.) 

 

Standard High School Certificate 
The Department of Theatre Arts offers programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree. It 

concentrates on undergraduate programs that stress the interdependency of academic and 

production experiences. This liberal arts program emphasizes the importance of a broad theatre 

background and the mastery of theatre fundamentals in preparation for the more advanced 

training found in graduate schools or in professional theatre internship/apprentice programs, or 

for a career in theatre education. 

 

All students begin a major in Theatre Arts with a core of requirements. Through audition, 

interview and/or advisement, the Theatre Arts major then selects a particular emphasis that will 

aid in attaining career goals. Theatre Arts majors must earn a minimum of at least a “C” (2.0) in 

each major course. A GPA of not less than 2.65 is required in the major. 

 

NOTE: Students majoring in Theatre Arts with Teaching Certification Option must meet 

the certification requirements for endorsement in a second teaching area other than 

psychology or communication studies. Length of time necessary for completion of the 

degree will vary depending upon area chosen. 
The BA in Theatre Arts with Teacher Certification comprises 

5. 40 hours in general education; 

6. 34-37 hours in the regular professional education core or 28-31 hours in the ISEP 

program; 

7. 48 hours in major courses; and 

8. a second teaching area.  

For students wanting to be eligible to teach in a middle school, additional Middle Level 

Education courses are required. 

 

Option in Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification** 

Standard High School Certificate 
 

This major requires that students follow and meet the requirements for Admission, Retention and 

Graduation from Teacher Certification programs as described in the Teacher Certification 

Programs section of this catalog and as explained at the University Admission to Teacher 

Education Meeting which all students must attend.  Students must gain University Approval to 

Take Teacher Education Courses no later that the end of their first semester Junior year in order 

to use this suggested plan.  Additional information on Admission, Retention and Graduation for 

Teacher Certification programs can be found on the College of Education & Professional Studies 

website at www.eiu.edu/ceps/teached. 

 

All students must pass the Illinois Certification Test of Basic Skills for selection into teacher 

education and should complete this requirement no later than their sophomore year. 

 

Students must receive a “C” or better in all courses used toward graduation, regardless of where 

they are taken. This includes general education, professional education, major and minor course, 

all university required courses, and electives. Students must maintain a minimum cumulative and 

major GPA of 2.65 in order to continue in the program. 



Students have two options for completing the professional education coursework – Regular 

Secondary Education Program and Integrated Secondary Education Program (ISEP).  For more 

information regarding these two options please consult with your advisor.  Information is also 

available in the Teacher Certification Program section of this catalog. 

 

Major Requirements- Total Semester Hours: 48  

Performance Courses 

 THA 1133 - Oral Interpretation. Credits: 3 

 THA 1134 - Stage Movement 

or THA 3334 – Performing Voice.  Credits: 2 

 THA 2000 - Hands-On Theatre: Performance. Credits: 1 

 THA 2244 - Basic Acting. Credits: 3 

 THA 3445 - Directing. Credits: 3 

 

Technical & Design Electives 

 THA 2001 - Hands-On Theatre: Costuming I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2002 - Hands-On Theatre: Scenic/Lighting I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2005 - Stage Makeup. Credits: 3 

 THA 2210 - Introduction to Costuming. Credits: 3 

(See footnote *) 

 THA 2211 - Stagecraft. Credits: 3 

(See footnote *) 

 THA 2257 - Graphics for the Performing Arts. Credits: 3 

 THA 3434 - Basic Theatrical Design. Credits: 3 

 

History & Literature Courses 
 THA 2258 - Script Analysis. Credits: 3 

 THA 3751G - Theatre History I. Credits: 3 

 THA 3752G - Theatre History II. Credits: 3 

 

Professional Preparation Courses 

 THA 2220 - Theatre Seminar I. Credits: 1 

 

Theatre Education Courses 

 THA 3400 - Methods of Teaching Theatre in the Secondary School. Credits: 3 

 THA 3431 - Children’s Theatre Tour. Credits: 3 

 THA 3432 - Creative Dramatics for the Classroom Teacher. Credits: 3 

 

Footnotes: 

NOTE: Students majoring in Theatre Arts with Teaching Certification Option must meet the 

certification requirements for endorsement in a second teaching area other than psychology or 

communication studies. 

 

* A fee is required in Theatre Arts 2210 and 2211 for shop materials. 

** For the education course work required for this option, see Teacher Certification Programs 



 
Original Program Listing Revised Program Listing Action 

Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification Option 
(B.A.) 
Major Requirements- Total Semester Hours: 48  
Performance Courses 

 THA 1133 - Oral Interpretation. Credits: 
3 

 THA 1134 - Stage Movement. Credits: 2 
or THA 3334 

 THA 2000 - Hands-On Theatre: 
Performance. Credits: 1 

 THA 2244 - Basic Acting. Credits: 3 

 THA 3334 - Performing Voice. Credits: 2 
or THA 1134 
 
 

Technical & Design Electives 

 THA 2001 - Hands-On Theatre: 
Costuming I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2002 - Hands-On Theatre: 
Scenic/Lighting I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2005 - Stage Makeup. Credits: 3 

 THA 2210 - Introduction to Costuming. 
Credits: 3 
(See footnote *) 

 THA 2211 - Stagecraft. Credits: 3 
(See footnote *) 

 THA 2257 - Graphics for the Performing 
Arts. Credits: 3 

 THA 3434 - Basic Theatrical Design. 
Credits: 3 

History, Literature & Directing Courses 

 THA 2258 - Script Analysis. Credits: 3 

 THA 3445 - Directing. Credits: 3 

 THA 3751G - Theatre History I. Credits: 
3 

 THA 3752G - Theatre History II. Credits: 
3 

Professional Preparation Courses 

 THA 2220 - Theatre Seminar I. Credits: 1 
Theatre Education Courses 

 THA 3400 - Methods of Teaching 
Theatre in the Secondary School. 
Credits: 3 

 THA 3431 - Children’s Theatre Tour. 
Credits: 3 

 THA 3432 - Creative Dramatics for the 
Classroom Teacher. Credits: 3 

Footnotes: 
NOTE: Students majoring in Theatre Arts with 
Teaching Certification Option must meet the 
certification requirements for endorsement in a 
second teaching area other than psychology or 
communication studies. 
 
* A fee is required in Theatre Arts 2210 and 2211 
for shop materials. 
** For the education course work required for this 
option, see Teacher Certification Programs 
 

Theatre Arts for Teacher Certification Option 
(B.A.) 
Major Requirements- Total Semester Hours: 48  
Performance Courses 

 THA 1133 - Oral Interpretation. Credits: 
3 

 THA 1134 - Stage Movement. Credits: 2 
or THA 3334 

 THA 2000 - Hands-On Theatre: 
Performance. Credits: 1 

 THA 2244 - Basic Acting. Credits: 3 

 THA 3334 - Performing Voice. Credits: 2 
or THA 1134 

 THA 3445 - Directing. Credits: 3 
 
Technical & Design Electives 

 THA 2001 - Hands-On Theatre: 
Costuming I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2002 - Hands-On Theatre: 
Scenic/Lighting I. Credits: 1 

 THA 2005 - Stage Makeup. Credits: 3 

 THA 2210 - Introduction to Costuming. 
Credits: 3 
(See footnote *) 

 THA 2211 - Stagecraft. Credits: 3 
(See footnote *) 

 THA 2257 - Graphics for the Performing 
Arts. Credits: 3 

 THA 3434 - Basic Theatrical Design. 
Credits: 3 

History & Literature & Directing Courses 

 THA 2258 - Script Analysis. Credits: 3 

 THA 3445 - Directing. Credits: 3 

 THA 3751G - Theatre History I. Credits: 
3 

 THA 3752G - Theatre History II. Credits: 
3 

Professional Preparation Courses 

 THA 2220 - Theatre Seminar I. Credits: 1 
Theatre Education Courses 

 THA 3400 - Methods of Teaching 
Theatre in the Secondary School. 
Credits: 3 

 THA 3431 - Children’s Theatre Tour. 
Credits: 3 

 THA 3432 - Creative Dramatics for the 
Classroom Teacher. Credits: 3 

Footnotes: 
NOTE: Students majoring in Theatre Arts with 
Teaching Certification Option must meet the 
certification requirements for endorsement in a 
second teaching area other than psychology or 
communication studies. 
 
* A fee is required in Theatre Arts 2210 and 2211 
for shop materials. 
** For the education course work required for this 
option, see Teacher Certification Programs 
 

Rename “History, 
Literature, & 
Directing 
Courses” to 
“History & 
Literature 
Courses.” 
 
Move THA 3445 – 
Directing out of 
“History & 
Literature 
Courses” and into 
“Performance 
Courses.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


