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Banner/Catalog Information (Coversheet)

1. O New Course - or - [ Revision of Existing Course

2. Course Prefix and Number: SOC 4900

3. Short title: Current Issues in Sociology

4. Longtitle: Current Issues in Sociology

5. Hours per week: Class3  LabO  Credit3

6. Terms: [ Fall & Spring O Summer O On demand

7. Initial term: [ Fall O Spring O Summer  Year: 2023

8. Catalog course description:

Analysis of selected current social problems. Wi

9. Course attributes:
General education component:
O Cultural diversity [ Honors [ Writing centered [E Writing intensive
O Writing active [@ Department Capstone as Senior Seminar

10. Instructional delivery

Type of Course:

Lecture O Lab [ Lecture/lab combined [ Independent study/research

O Internship O Performance [ Practicum/clinical O Other (Specify):

Mode(s) of Delivery:

Face to Face O Online Synchronous [ Online Asynchronous [ Study Abroad
O Hybrid (Specify approximate amount of on-line and face-to-face instruction):

11. Course(s) to be deleted from the catalog once this course is approved:

NONE



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Equivalent course(s): NONE

a. Are students allowed to take equivalent course(s) for credit? O Yes [E No

Prerequisite(s):

ANT 2200G - Introduction to Anthropology, SOC 2721-Social Stratification, SOC 3050-Sociological Theory, SOC 3620-Research Methods for

Collecting Social Data, and SOC 3630-Statistical Analysis of Social Data; sociology core GPA of 2.00; senior standing except with permission of the
instructor.

a. Can prerequisite(s) be taken concurrently? O Yes [l No
b. Minimum grade required for the prerequisite course(s)? D
c. Use Banner coding to enforce prerequisite course(s)? O Yes No
d. Who may waive prerequisite(s)?
] No One [ Chair [ Instructor [ Advisor [1 Other (Specify):
Co-requisite(s):
none
Enrollment restrictions
a. Degrees, colleges, majors, levels, classes which may take the course:

Students enrolled in the Sociology major may take the course.

b. Degrees, colleges, majors, levels, classes which may not take the course:

Students not enrolled in the Sociology major may not take the course.

Repeat status: May not be repeated [ May be repeated once with credit
Enter the limit, if any, on hours which may be applied to a major or minor: 3

Grading methods: [2] Standard [] CR/NC [ Audit [J ABC/NC
Special grading provisions:
L] Grade for course will not count in a student’s grade point average.

[ Grade for course will not count in hours toward graduation.

] Grade for course will be removed from GPA if student already has credit for or is registered in:

[ Credit hours for course will be removed from student’s hours toward graduation if student already has credit
for or is registered in:



20. Additional costs to students:

21.

Supplemental materials or software:

Course Fee [2 No [ Yes (Explain):

Community college transfer:

L1 A community college course may be judged equivalent.
(2] A community college may not be judged equivalent.

Note: Upper division credit (3000+) will not be granted for a community college course, even if the content is
judged to be equivalent.

Rationale, Justifications, and Assurances (Part 1)

1.

3.

Course is required for the major(s) of: SOCiOIOQy
O Course is required for the minor(s) of:

O Course is required for the certificate program(s) of:
[J Course is used as an elective

Rationale for proposal:

Current Issues in Sociology serves as the capstone course, which is designed to
serve as a culminating experience for Sociology majors. This course revision
updates the capstone to meet the requirements of a senior seminar, including the
opportunity for students to obtain information on a topic from a variety of written
sources, demonstrate their critical thinking skills, practice their ability to conduct a
rational dialogue with others on topics generated by course materials and outside
research, express in written and oral forms their synthesis of a topic, bring the skills
and viewpoints acquired in Sociology to problems and situations outside the
discipline, find links between formal course work and contemporary problems and

Justifications for (answer N/A if not applicable)

Similarity to other courses:

While other departments offer capstone courses, this capstone is unique to
Sociology.



Prerequisites:

The prerequisites ensure that students have the foundational knowledge of the
discipline that is required, and ensure that they have the theoretical,

methodological, and statistical skills for successful completion of the research
project and capstone experience.

Co-requisites:

N/A

Enrollment restrictions:

In order to maintain a small seminar style course, with a high level of dialogue and
collaboration, it is important to restrict the class to sociology majors.

Writing active, intensive, centered:

Over 35% of the course grade is based on writing, and the research project is
reviewed and revised at least twice before final submission.



4.

General education assurances (answer N/A if not applicable)

General education component:

N/A

Curriculum:

N/A

Instruction:

N/A

Assessment:

N/A

Online/hybrid delivery justification and assurances (answer N/A if not applicable)

Online or hybrid delivery justification:

Offering this course in an Online format would provide Sociology majors access to
an upper level course that is required for graduation.

Instruction:

The course will be offered via the university's learning management system. The instructor
will provide lectures, videos/documentaries, assignment instructions, and assessments via
the course page. All faculty who offer this course Online will have Online Course
Development Institute Training or equivalent training/experience.

Integrity:

The course will utilize anti-plagiarism software for assignments to ensure a high
degree of academic integrity.

Interaction:

Students will be required to participate in Online discussions and course readings
annotations throughout the term. The instructors will provide feedback on written
assignments, course announcements, emails, and comments in Online discussions
and readings annotations via the university's learning management system.



Model Syllabus (Part Ii)

Please include the following Information:

1.

2.

5.

Course number and title:

SOC 4900 - Current Issues in Sociology

Catalog description:

Analysis of selected current social problems. WI

Learning objectives:

-Analyze and apply diverse sources of research and data about current sociological issues. (CT 3-4)
-Develop and analyze research questions about current sociological issues. (CT 5-6)

-Write with effective organization, style, mechanics, citations, and references. (WR 1, 3, 4, 7)

-Interpret, evaluate, and apply appropriate social science theory to analyze current issues. (CT 5-6, WR 2)
-Interpret, evaluate, and apply appropriate social science research methods to analyze current issues. (CT
5-6, WR 2, QR 4-5)

-Interpret, evaluate, and apply appropriate skills of social science statistical applications. (CT 5-6, WR 2, QR
4-5)

-Present and discuss research on current social issues with effective speaking and listening skills. (SL 2-7)
-Apply the sociological values of promoting multicultural understanding, tolerance, and acceptance of
diversity. (RC 1-2, 4)

Course materials:

-Babbie, Earl. 2015. Observing Ourselves: Essays in Social Research. 2nd ed. Long Grove, lllinois: Waveland Press, Inc.

-Berger, Peter L. 1963. “Invitation to Sociology,” pp.1-24, reprinted from Invitation to Sociology, 1963, Anchor/Doubleday &
Company, Inc.

-Best, Joel. 2021. Social Problems. Chapters 1 & 2. WW Norton.

-Charon, Joel M. 2010. What Does It Mean to be Human: pp 1-8, in Ten Questions: A Sociological Perspective, 7th Edition,
Cengage.

-Durkheim, Emile. The Rules of Sociological Method. in Classical Sociological Theory, edited by lan Mcintosh, 1997, NYU Press.
Marx, Karl. The Materialist Method. in Classical Sociological Theory, edited by lan Mcintosh, 1997, NYU Press.

Mills, C. Wright. The Promise. Chapter 1 in The Sociological Imagination, 14th Edition. 2000. Oxford University Press.

Weber, Max. Methodological Foundations of Sociology. in Classical Sociological Theory, edited by lan McIntosh, 1997, NYU Press.

Weekly outline of content:

Week 1: Babbie Chapter 1 and annotations due

Week 2: Berger "Invitation to Sociology" and annotations due; applied paper 1 due
Week 3: Durkheim "Rules" and annotations due

Week 4: Babbie Chapter 2 and annotations due; bibliography 1 due

Week 5: Weber "Methods" and Marx Materialist Method" and annotations due; bibliographies 2 & 3 due
Week 6: Babbie Chapters 3 & 4 and annotations due; bibliographies 4 & 5 due
Week 7: Research day: Applied Paper 2 due

Week 8: Mills "Sociological Imagination" and annotations due; bibliography 6 due
Week 9: Babbie Chapters 5 & 6 and annotations due; bibliographies 7 & 8 due
Week 10: Best Chapters 1 & 2 and annotations due; bibliographies 9 & 10 due
Week 11: Research day: Applied Paper 3 due

Week 12: Charon "The Promise" and annotations due; bibliographies 11 & 12 due
Week 13: Babbie Chapter 13 and annotations due; bibliographies 13 & 14 due
Week 14: Research day: bibliography 15 due

Week 15: Applied Paper Presentations

Week 16: Applied Paper 4 due



6. Assignments and evaluation, including weights for final course grade:

Readings Annotations (15%)

Annotated Bibliographies (25%)

Applied Paper 1 (10%)

Applied Paper 2 - includes paper 1 revision (10%)
Applied Paper 3 - includes paper 2 revision (13.3%)
Applied Paper 4 - includes paper 3 revision (20%)
Applied Paper Presentation (6.7%)

7. Grading scale:

A: 90-100%
B: 80-89%

C: 70-79%

D: 60-69%

F: below 60%

Date approved by the department or school: 1/20/2023

Date approved by the college curriculum committee: 2/15/2023
Date approved by the Honors Council (if this is an honors course):
Date approved by CAA: CGS:
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