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Congratulations to all the awarded 
students this year!  On behalf of the faculty, 
we appreciate your hard work and wish to 
celebrate your achievements.  For those of 
you graduating, we wish you well and thank 
you for choosing EIU for your education.



Calvin 
Countryman 

Award

Established in memory of her husband. Dr. 
Countryman was a member of the Department of Art 
faculty from 1945 – 1976 and served as Department 
Chair for several of those years. The award is given to 
a senior art education major that has completed or is 
enrolled in student teaching; his or her creative 
achievement is notable and shows promise of 
becoming an outstanding teacher.

This year’s recipient: Mel’Linda Cole



Mark Atwood 
Evans 

Memorial  Art 
Scholarship

The recipient(s) must be a full-time student, majoring 
in Art, with an option in Graphic Design or an option in 
Studio Art with emphasis in Electronic/Digital Media, 
accepted to Eastern Illinois University.

This year’s recipients: Austin Baker & 
Peyton Morrow



Ruth C. Boyd 
Cook Memorial 

Award

The estate of Ruth C. Boyd Cook provided the funding 
to establish the award in 1992. Ruth enjoyed painting 
and the award is given to the best students who have 
completed one year in the Department of Art in the 
field of painting. The painting faculty nominates the 
students. The award shall be given to the best student 
or students who have completed at least one (1) year 
in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences in the field 
of painting. The award shall be based on excellence 
only and shall in no way be based on need. 

This year’s recipients: 

Anna Brown, Ashley Spencer, Eva Weber, Grace 
Walker, Grace West, Katie Crane, Kendra Moore, 
Kirsten Paape, Mel’Linda Cole, Neda Greathouse & 
Zachary Berger



Paul Turner 
Sargent 

Scholarship

While not the largest of the monetary awards – it is the 
oldest and one of the most distinguished 
departmental awards. Paul Sargent was a 1906 
graduate of Eastern Illinois University and went on to 
study and graduate from the Art Institute of Chicago 
and became regionally recognized as a landscape 
painter and was associated with the Brown Country 
Art Colony of Indiana.

The award is presented to an art major or minor who 
has 40 semester hours of academic credit, at least 24 
hours completed at EIU. The candidate must 
demonstrate outstanding aptitudes in art and a 
sincere interest in art and art education. This award is 
selected by the faculty of the Department of Art.

This year’s recipient: Austin Baker



Irene 
Couchman 

Buzzard 
Scholarship

Irene Couchman Buzzard was the wife of Dr. Robert G. 
Buzzard, the third President of Eastern Illinois University 
from 1933 to 1956 and had an interest in the textile arts. Ms. 
Martha Feutz established the scholarship in 1997, in her 
memory and interest in the fine arts crafts and textile arts.

The recipient must be a full-time student majoring in Art 
with Sophomore standing or above, and with a minimum 
overall GPA of 2.50, and an Art GPA of 3.0. The recipient shall 
be eligible to apply for, and receive, the award one additional 
time provided she/he continues to meet the criteria stated 
above. The award shall be issued in the Spring Semester. The 
Department of Art faculty nominates students and 
preference will be given to students demonstrating an 
excellence in fine art crafts (ceramics, textile arts, 
jewelry/metalsmithing). Both undergraduate and graduate 
students are eligible.

This year’s recipient: Catrina Oberfeldt, Ashley Spencer,
Samuel Wilson, Kessler Ulberg, Ashlynd Risley, Tsuyoshi 
Suzuki, Michael Brassfield, Megan Foster & Kassandra Baker



June Krutza Art 
Scholarship

Established by June Krutza, emeritus faculty member 
of the Department of Art, June taught ceramics and 
other 3D studio art courses from 1952 - 1989.

The recipient must be a full-time junior or senior, 
majoring in Art Studio 3-D: ceramics, 
jewelry/metalsmithing, or sculpture, accepted to 
Eastern Illinois University. Preference may be given to 
the recipient specializing in ceramics. 

This year’s recipients: Catrina Oberfeldt, Samuel 
Wilson & Kessler Ulberg



The Melinda 
Clancy Hegarty 

Memorial 
Travel Fund 

Award

This award established by Blake Hegarty, family and 
friends in memory of Dr. Melinda Hegarty, an art 
historian and member of the Department of Art 
faculty from 1978 – 2007.

The award is presented to an art major, with 
preference to art history majors, who demonstrated 
academic excellence and is selected by a faculty 
committee from the department.

This year’s recipient: Samantha Tolch



Dr. Mary
Caroline
Simpson

Academic
Excellence in

Art Award

In memory of Mary Caroline Simpson an Art faculty 
member at EIU from 2008 to 2016 . The award is 
presented to an art major who demonstrated 
academic excellence and is selected by a faculty 
committee from the department.

This year’s recipients:  Kessler Ulberg & Grace Walker
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Outstanding Junior 
in Graphic Design

The award is presented to a Junior Graphic Design 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Graphic Design Faculty.

This year’s recipient:  Austin Baker



Senior Graphic 
Design

Recognition 
Award

The award is presented to a Senior Graphic Design 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Graphic Design Faculty.

This year’s recipient:  Kelly Cothern



Junior Graphic 
Design

Recognition 
Award

The award is presented to a Junior Graphic Design 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Graphic Design Faculty.

This year’s recipient:  Peyton Morrow



Outstanding 
Foundations 

Award

The award is presented to an excellent Foundations 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Foundations Faculty.

This year’s recipients:  Kenneth Ingle, Ella Snow & 
Mason Myers



Printmaking 
Recognition Award

The award is presented to an excellent Printmaking 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Printmaking Faculty.

This year’s recipients:  Marielle Abalos & Angela Risinger



Outstanding Senior 
Award: 2d

The award is presented to an excellent Two-Dimensional 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the 2d Faculty.

This year’s recipient:  Rachel Humes



Outstanding Senior 
Award: 3d

The award is presented to an excellent Three-
Dimensional student who demonstrated academic 
excellence and is selected by the 3d Faculty.

This year’s recipients:  Catrina Oberfeldt & Samuel Wilson



Outstanding Senior 
Award: Art 
Education

The award is presented to an excellent Art Education 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Art Education Faculty.

This year’s recipient: Ixcell Vega



Outstanding Senior 
Award: Fashion

Merchandising & 
Design

The award is presented to an excellent FMD student who 
demonstrated academic excellence and is selected by the 
FMD Faculty.

This year’s recipients: Alexis Albin & Ellie Nicolin



Outstanding Senior 
Award: Graphic 

Design

The award is presented to an excellent Graphic Design 
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the GD Faculty.

This year’s recipient: Caixia Liu



Outstanding 
Graduate Student 

Award: MA in 
Studio Art

The award is presented to an excellent MA in Studio Art
student who demonstrated academic excellence and is 
selected by the Graduate Art Faculty.

This year’s recipients: Christopher Hughes & Brigitta Zhao



Congratulations!
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