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Program Highlights


The Reserve Officers’ Training Corps mission is to train and commission lieutenants for the Army of tomorrow. Army ROTC is a challenging, and exciting program of instruction that focuses on leadership development, not only in theory, but in practice. ROTC students learn practical leadership through actual experience and are campus and community leaders at many different levels. Army ROTC provides students the opportunity to learn about themselves and their potential, and challenges them to achieve ever greater heights of personal and professional leadership.


Army Training

The cadets in the ROTC battalion conducted intense and challenging training throughout the year as they worked towards the eventual goal of earning a commission as an officer in the US Army. Training is conducted in the classroom, during weekly labs, and during other separately planned events.

On campus and in the local surrounding area, the battalion conducted training on basic military skills, such as combat water survival, land navigation, and first aid. We built upon those basic individual tasks and conducted more complex collective training such as small unit movement and tactics. Each training event was planned, prepared, and executed by the cadets themselves as part of the overall learning experience.

Off campus, the battalion conducted numerous events using the resources of different military installations. The fall Field Training Exercise (FTX) was conducted from September 19-22, 2013, at the Illinois National Guard Training Area at Camp Marseilles, IL. The cadets spent the weekend conducting training such as land navigation, rifle marksmanship, and executing the confidence course, all while operating with limited sleep and under high stress. The conditions of the exercise helped build a strong foundation for future development and forged a sense of camaraderie and esprit de corps amongst the cadets. 

The ROTC battalion fielded three Ranger Challenge teams this past year and competed against the other schools in the region at the Ranger Challenge Competition on October 11, 2013. This competition is the varsity sport of ROTC, where teams compete against the clock in events such as rifle marksmanship, physical fitness, one-rope bridge building, grenade throw, land navigation, and culminating in a 12-mile road march.

The fast tempo of training continued throughout the spring semester and culminated during the spring FTX from April 10-13, 2014 at Camp Atterbury, IN. The training exercise was conducted with cadets from Illinois State and the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and challenged all in their tactical skills. The highlight of this year’s combined training was the addition of a 28-hour continuous tactical event under arduous field conditions. During this event, the cadets were forced to display resilience and exercise their critical thinking skills in order to successfully react to the various stimuli presented.


Integrative learning and Community Support

Selfless Service is one of the seven Army Values and it has clearly been represented in the work of the battalion for the university and local community. Throughout the year the cadets have planned and participated in events designed to provide support or share the lessons of leadership and teambuilding. We conducted leadership and team building seminars for the Boys State, Girls State, and the School of Technology. The cadets also supported numerous philanthropic and volunteer organizations throughout the year. We planned and executed a Red Cross blood drive, supported the Run for the Fallen annual memorial run, handed out poppy flowers for Veteran’s Day, and placed flags next to veteran’s graves for Memorial Day. Cadets and cadre also put on high heels as co-sponsors in the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event to raise awareness against sexual violence.


Notable Events

May 3, 2013 marked the 33nd time the ROTC battalion hosted its annual military ball. This year’s ball was held at the Mattoon Country Club and was a celebration of the accomplishments of the battalion throughout the year while sharing good company and good food. This year we were privileged to have Major (Retired) Steve Sharp, a 1986 Eastern Illinois University ROTC alum, as our honored guest and speaker. Major Sharp provided an excellent message for the cadets and they thoroughly enjoyed sharing the evening with him.


Cadet Excellence

This year was no exception in the ability of the battalion to produce top quality cadets. In the summer of 2013 at the US Army Leadership and Development Assessment Course (LDAC) at Fort Lewis, WA, EIU cadets exceeded the standard in many categories. Four cadets achieved an overall ‘Excellence’ rating and four cadets earned the coveted ‘Recondo’ badge. In May 2014 the battalion commissioned ten outstanding new lieutenants who will undoubtedly make a huge impact on the Army. The battalion freshman, sophomore, and junior classes are also filled with cadets who have earned awards for academic achievement, physical fitness excellence, and leadership accomplishment. The battalion is poised to continue generating officers ready to lead the Nation’s Soldiers.



Faculty 


Eric Savickas
Lieutenant Colonel, United States Army
Professor and Chair, Department of Military Science
MSA, 2005, Central Michigan University


Daniel Alix
Captain, United States Army
Assistant Professor and Associate Chair
BS, 2005, United States Military Academy


Michael Gately
Master Sergeant, United States Army
Senior Instructor
AA, 2007, Central Texas College


Gordon Ramey II
Major, United States Army (Retired)
Instructor and Enrollment & Scholarship Officer
BA, 1990, Marshall University



Student Honors

George C. Marshall ROTC Award
Craig Sharp

Distinguished Military Graduates
Robbi Lindley
Craig Sharp

LCBAS Dean’s List Award
Matthew Bailey
Andrew Baker
Dylan Doughty
Tommy Hamilton
Justin Howse
Dylan Koeppen
Robbi Lindley
Blake Miller
Amy Niemerg
Joshua Palacios
Andrea Robinson
Antonio Romo-Nunez
Steven Salesman
Craig Sharp
Joshua Smith
Lester Wang
Kobe Watson

Tawani Foundation Military Award
Travis Box
Dylan Doughty 
Justin Howse
Christopher Kimball
Dylan Koeppen
Ian Nogle
Steven Salesman
Joshua Smith
Zachary Steidl

Sergeant York Award
Jasmine Winters

American Veterans, Department of Illinois Award
Aaron Dunbar
Chaney Ruffin
Henry Simmers
Zachary White

Association of the United States Army Award
Amy Niemerg

National Sojourners Award
Michael Bird

Military Officers Association of America Award
Joshua Smith

American Legion Auxiliary Award
Alexandra Stringini
Avonte Mister



Student Organizations

Leadership and Excellence Club
LTC Eric Savickas, Advisor
Antonio Romo, President
