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POVERTY

Take a moment to think about poverty

Jot down your thoughts, images that come to mind…
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POVERTY

Take a moment to think about poverty

	

Jot down your thoughts, images that come to mind…











Think/Pair/Share – 2-3 minutes to think & jot down

2-3 minutes to share with a neighbor
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POVERTY

As a group, write a definition of poverty.

Let’s hear our definitions.


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide4.sldx


















POVERTY

As a group, write a definition of poverty.



Let’s hear our definitions.







3-5 minutes to write and another 10 to share around the room

How would you define poverty?

Based on your thoughts and discussion with others….how would you define poverty?



Have a spokesperson share aloud for each group. 

It is OK if several groups have similar or identical definitions

It is equally OK if groups have unique definitions



Why did we spend 20 minutes recreating a definition that we can Google and have in 2 seconds….

Poverty is a topic that we bring our own experiences, our own thoughts and understanding of this concept into any discussion. 

It is important for each of us to know our own thoughts, feelings and emotions on the subject of poverty because what we think and feel about poverty WILL impact our actions when we are dealing with issues connected to poverty.
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POVERTY
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Merriam Webster defines poverty as:  

the state of being poor; 

the lack of  something.

A google search of ‘definition of poverty’

1.the state of being extremely poor.

2.the state of being inferior in quality or insufficient 

in amount.

3.the renunciation of the right to individual 

ownership of property as part of a religious vow.
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Merriam Webster defines poverty as:  

	the state of being poor; 

	the lack of  something.

A google search of ‘definition of poverty’



the state of being extremely poor.

the state of being inferior in quality or insufficient in amount.

the renunciation of the right to individual ownership of property as part of a religious vow.







Since we bring our own experiences, thoughts and beliefs into this topic of poverty...allow me to give you my background so you can see the lenses I have used to look through at this topic of poverty:

Personally - 

midwest, middle class, 2 parents working - engineer & realtor, 

Always had my own bedroom, always had more than 1 vehicle for the family, never lived with food insecurity - very blessed - 

Imagine what my definition of poverty would have been as a child growing up

1st cousins - indoor plumbing for sink -outhouse for toilet, the family collected money for cousin to buy boots for her colorguard HS uniform. - they lived in poverty

Professionally - 

Education 25 years as a teacher and principal, PD trainer, liaison between districts and ISBE - multiple states, varying levels of wealth/poverty, etc...

Time as a principal - school district that had enough families of poverty that the school was eligible to apply for 100% free/reduced breakfast & lunch programs and do away with all the paperwork and we received a lot of federal grant dollars that flowed through the state system

Humbling experience w/ free/reduced lunch applications - the amount of income some families are supporting 6+ folks living in a household. Very, very humbling experience

Non profit for CASA - training of volunteers - poverty vs. neglect  & the eye of the beholder

Ruby Payne - changed how I viewed poverty - began to understand it more 
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US Department of Health and Human Services

www.aspe.hhs.gov

“People and families are 

considered poor when they 

lack the economic 

resources necessary to 

experience a minimal living 

standard.”
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US Department of Health and Human Services

	www.aspe.hhs.gov

“People and families are considered poor when they lack the economic resources necessary to experience a minimal living standard.”

Economic resources

minimal living standard
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Dr. Ruby K. Payne’s

working definition of 

poverty is 

“the extent to which an 

individual does without 

resources.”
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Dr. Ruby K. Payne’s
working definition of poverty is 
“the extent to which an individual does without resources.”















Ruby Payne – Guru of poverty research

Education is one way for people to move out of poverty



Educators have an impact on students living in poverty

Can be positive – teaching rules of middle class helps w/ school and work place expectations

Can be negative – continuing the cycle, poor self image…



Educators have been targeted audiences to address poverty. We are seeing this shift to include society as a whole.
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Situational 

Poverty and 

Generational 

Poverty

•

Situational Poverty is 

•

a temporary type of 

poverty based on 

occurrence of an 

adverse event 

•

environmental 

disaster

•

job loss

•

severe health 

problem

•

Generational 

Poverty is

•

a term applied to 

families who have 

experienced 

poverty for at least 

two generations. 

•

It can affect every 

aspect of a person's 

life: 

•

Physical

•

Social

•

emotional and 

•

mental
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Situational Poverty and Generational Poverty

Situational Poverty is 

a temporary type of poverty based on occurrence of an adverse event 

environmental disaster

job loss

severe health problem

Generational Poverty is

a term applied to families who have experienced poverty for at least two generations. 

It can affect every aspect of a person's life: 

Physical

Social

emotional and 

mental





A person/family can experience Situational Poverty when their income and support is decreased due to a specific change—



job loss, divorce, death, etc. 



While there can be a domino effect caused by this one significant change, 



families experiencing Situational Poverty tend to remain hopeful, knowing that this is a temporary setback. 



This typically is not so with generational poverty.
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Key Factors Associated with Generational Poverty

Families dealing with Generational Poverty are also challenged with three 

other forms of poverty:

• Educational Poverty

• Parental Poverty

• Spiritual Poverty

The cumulative effect of these different forms of poverty sometimes creates 

the most damaging outcome of Generational Poverty—the constant 

presence of 

Hopelessness

.

•

Hopelessness

is the key factor in creating the cycle—one generation to 

the next. Without hope and the belief that life can be better, the motivation 

and energy needed to break the cycle are very low.

Urbanventures.org
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Key Factors Associated with Generational Poverty

 Families dealing with Generational Poverty are also challenged with three other forms of poverty:

Educational Poverty

Parental Poverty

Spiritual Poverty

The cumulative effect of these different forms of poverty sometimes creates the most damaging outcome of Generational Poverty—the constant presence of Hopelessness.



Hopelessness is the key factor in creating the cycle—one generation to the next. Without hope and the belief that life can be better, the motivation and energy needed to break the cycle are very low.












Urbanventures.org
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Key Factors Associated with Generational Poverty

Surviving vs. Planning

• People caught in the cycle of Generational Poverty are focused 

on surviving. 

• They are focused on the issue/challenge facing them today. 

• money for food

• finding a place to live

• dealing with family member’s issues

• unresolved health issues

• This is a daily experience—each day presenting itself with 

another issue, another challenge. 

• All of this is done under the cloak of urgency. 

• The concept of planning typically doesn’t exist, due in part 

because planning is tied to the belief that the individual has 

sufficient control of their life.

Urbanventures.org
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Key Factors Associated with Generational Poverty

Surviving vs. Planning

People caught in the cycle of Generational Poverty are focused on surviving. 

They are focused on the issue/challenge facing them today. 

money for food

finding a place to live

dealing with family member’s issues

unresolved health issues

This is a daily experience—each day presenting itself with another issue, another challenge. 

All of this is done under the cloak of urgency. 

The concept of planning typically doesn’t exist, due in part because planning is tied to the belief that the individual has sufficient control of their life.












Urbanventures.org
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Key Factors Associated with Generational Poverty

Values and Patterns

• The values of those caught in the Generational Poverty cycle 

are very different from those who have grown up middle class. 

• Generational Poverty values will center more on survival and 

short–term outcomes. 

• In comparison, generally, middle class values encompass 

education, work and being perceived as a productive member 

of society. 

• In Generational Poverty, it is also possible that 

counterproductive traditions are passed down such as low 

emphasis on education.

Urbanventures.org
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Key Factors Associated with Generational Poverty

Values and Patterns

The values of those caught in the Generational Poverty cycle are very different from those who have grown up middle class. 

Generational Poverty values will center more on survival and short–term outcomes. 

In comparison, generally, middle class values encompass education, work and being perceived as a productive member of society. 

In Generational Poverty, it is also possible that counterproductive traditions are passed down such as low emphasis on education.











Urbanventures.org
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How might families of 

situational poverty and 

generational poverty differ?

How are they similar?
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How might families of 
situational poverty and 
generational poverty differ?

How are they similar?
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Situational Poverty and the Pandemic

There is a great reluctance on the part of people who have been in the middle class 

to admit that their resource base is becoming unstable or even nonexistent. 

Hope and choice are replaced with fear and a sense of scarcity.

Middle Class generally makes its decisions about time and money against these three 

factors: work, achievement and material security. When you’ve lost your job, you’ve 

lost two of the three, work and material security. It then impacts your identity. 

Who are you without your work?

What if you can’t keep your house?

A loss of job impacts identity, self-worth and personal value

Ruby Payne
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Situational Poverty and the Pandemic

















There is a great reluctance on the part of people who have been in the middle class to admit that their resource base is becoming unstable or even nonexistent. 



Hope and choice are replaced with fear and a sense of scarcity.



Middle Class generally makes its decisions about time and money against these three factors: work, achievement and material security. When you’ve lost your job, you’ve lost two of the three, work and material security. It then impacts your identity. 



Who are you without your work?

What if you can’t keep your house?

A loss of job impacts identity, self-worth and personal value

Ruby Payne





Take a moment to discuss the questions with your neighbors or jot down your thoughts for yourself. 





Ask for some folks to share responses.
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Poverty and Education

•

Most schools and businesses operate from middle class norms and use the 

hidden rules of middle class 

•

Schools can play a critical role in helping children and teens exit poverty

•

An individual brings with him/her the hidden rules of the class in which 

he/she was raised 

•

4 things that move people out of poverty:

•

Employment

•

Education

•

Relationships of bridging social capital

•

A future story
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Poverty and Education









Most schools and businesses operate from middle class norms and use the hidden rules of middle class 



Schools can play a critical role in helping children and teens exit poverty



An individual brings with him/her the hidden rules of the class in which he/she was raised 



4 things that move people out of poverty:

Employment

Education

Relationships of bridging social capital

A future story















Generational Poverty has a huge impact on a child’s education. 

Education – key factor in working with children and families of poverty is understanding difference

This is the root of my poverty information and experiences – this is part of what I bring to our poverty conversations



Bullet point 3 – Individual brings with him/her the hidden rules of the class in which he/she was raised – Key difference in generational poverty and situational poverty – 

MAM’s childhood – middle class norms and hidden rules – when situational poverty potential with loss of Dad’s income….only temporary – remaining resources in tact and middle class norms/rules…
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Poverty 

and Municipal 

Clerks of Illinois

What impact might 

poverty have on your 

office?

What impact might 

your office have on 

people living in poverty 

in your community?
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Poverty 
and Municipal Clerks of Illinois





These are the questions for you to ponder, allow to ruminate and eventually answer. 
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What impact might poverty have on your office?





What impact might your office have on people living in poverty in your community?
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2021 Poverty Guidelines 

(48 Contiguous States)

# of Members Living in Household Poverty Income Level Extreme Poverty Income Level

1 $12,880 $6,400

2 $17,420 $8,710

3 $21,960 $10,980

4 $26,500 $13,250

5 $31,040 $15,520

6 $35,580 $17,790

7 $40,120 $20,060

8 $44,660 $22,330

More than 8 members of 

household, add $4,540 per 

person. 
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2021 Poverty Guidelines (48 Contiguous States)

		# of Members Living in Household		Poverty Income Level		Extreme Poverty Income Level

		1		$12,880		$6,400

		2		$17,420		$8,710

		3		$21,960		$10,980

		4		$26,500		$13,250

		5		$31,040		$15,520

		6		$35,580		$17,790

		7		$40,120		$20,060

		8		$44,660		$22,330



More than 8 members of household, add $4,540 per person. 
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Guidelines are used for eligibility for programs such as

Head Start

Some Prescription 

Drug Programs

Health Centers Student Loans

Scholarships

SNAP 

(Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance 

Program)

WIC (Women 

Infants Children)

School Breakfast & 

Lunch Programs

Job Corps

Senior Community 

Service 

Employment 

Programs

Low-Income 

Taxpayers Clinics

Legal Services
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Guidelines are used for eligibility for programs such as
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Head Start





Some Prescription Drug Programs





Health Centers





Student Loans





Scholarships





SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)





WIC (Women Infants Children)





School Breakfast & Lunch Programs





Job Corps





Senior Community Service Employment Programs





Low-Income Taxpayers Clinics





Legal Services
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Impacts of Poverty

Missy Meiners

Director, School of Extended Learning

Eastern Illinois University


image19.emf
US Census Bureau 

Statistics (2017)

•

40 million people in the 

US are living in poverty

•

12.3% of the US 

population

1.7 million Illinoisans live in 

poverty.

Over 784,000 of them are living 

in extreme poverty (50% of 

poverty threshold)

Illinois.gov website 

information (2015)

What impact does a high poverty rate have on your community?

How does this impact your office?
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US Census Bureau Statistics (2017)

40 million people in the US are living in poverty

12.3% of the US population



1.7 million Illinoisans live in poverty.



Over 784,000 of them are living in extreme poverty (50% of poverty threshold)

Illinois.gov website information (2015)

What impact does a high poverty rate have on your community?



How does this impact your office?







19





U5 Consus e s o e
S o1 niomtion (2015

e — [ —





image20.emf
Test your skills in 

poverty class, 

middle class,

and wealthy class.
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Test your skills in poverty class, 
middle class,
and wealthy class.





















Take the quiz….share your scores and thoughts with your table mate/quad
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Test your skills in
poverty class,
middle class,

and wealthy class.
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Are there items on the middle class quiz 

that you have not experienced first 

hand, yet you know how to accomplish?

Any surprises on the wealth quiz?

Comments/thoughts from the poverty 

quiz questions.
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Are there items on the middle class quiz that you have not experienced first hand, yet you know how to accomplish?

Any surprises on the wealth quiz?

Comments/thoughts from the poverty quiz questions.
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Are there items on the middle class quiz
that you have not experienced first
*hand, yet you know how to accomplish?

Any surprises on the wealth quiz?

Comments/thoughts from the poverty
quiz questions.
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Poverty Class – entertainment and relationships

Middle Class – work and achievement

Wealth – financial, social and political connections
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Poverty Class – entertainment and relationships

Middle Class – work and achievement

Wealth – financial, social and political connections
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image23.emf
Poverty Class – being physically able to fight or someone 

who will fight for you is important to survival

Middle Class – being able to use words and tools to 

negotiate conflict is crucial
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Poverty Class – being physically able to fight or someone who will fight for you is important to survival

Middle Class – being able to use words and tools to negotiate conflict is crucial
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Impacts of Poverty

Missy Meiners

Director, School of Extended Learning

Eastern Illinois University





We are going to engage with this topic. 

We are going to do a lot of thinking, 

talking with neighbors, partners, jotting down thoughts and moving about the room. 



Prepare yourselves and thank you in advance. 
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Who is living in poverty in Illinois? (pre-pandemic data)

14% of people in IL in poverty (ranked 

24

th

in nation)

16% of children are in poverty in IL

13% of working age women are in 

poverty

10% of working age men are in 

poverty

Largest demographic of people 

living in poverty is:

•

females 25-34

•

then females 18-24

•

and then females 35-44

•

Welfareinfo.org 2018/2109 data

Population of IL Poverty in IL

61% White 9% White

17% Hispanic/Latino 15% Hispanic/Latino

14% Black 25% Black

6% Asian 12% Asian

2% Multiracial Not Calculated
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Who is living in poverty in Illinois? (pre-pandemic data)









14% of people in IL in poverty (ranked 24th in nation)



16% of children are in poverty in IL 



13% of working age women are in poverty



10% of working age men are in poverty


Largest demographic of people living in poverty is:

females 25-34

then females 18-24

and then females 35-44












Welfareinfo.org 2018/2109 data

		Population of IL		Poverty in IL

		61% White		9% White

		17% Hispanic/Latino		15% Hispanic/Latino

		14% Black		25% Black

		6% Asian		12% Asian

		2% Multiracial		Not Calculated
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A closer look at living in poverty

Defining poverty is good for counting families and understanding the 

number of people affected each year, it doesn’t really describe what it 

means to be impoverished. 

•

Not having money 

•

Making below what is sustainable 

•

Being “food insecure,” or not knowing where your next meal will come 

from

•

Empty refrigerators 

•

Hungry summers when there aren’t school lunches to tide kids over

•

Hot summers and cold winters as families can’t afford the electricity to 

keep an air conditioner or heater running.

Familyresourcesinc.org
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A closer look at living in poverty









Defining poverty is good for counting families and understanding the number of people affected each year, it doesn’t really describe what it means to be impoverished. 

Not having money 

Making below what is sustainable 

Being “food insecure,” or not knowing where your next meal will come from

Empty refrigerators 

Hungry summers when there aren’t school lunches to tide kids over

Hot summers and cold winters as families can’t afford the electricity to keep an air conditioner or heater running. 












Familyresourcesinc.org
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Transportation and Internet Access 

Living in poverty means

•

Not having internet access

•

Attend virtual school during the pandemic 

•

Apply for jobs 

•

Access forms/resources only available online

•

Inconsistent access to a cell phone

•

Respond to calls for interviews

•

Receive calls from schools and medical offices

•

Dependence on public transit 

•

Limited grocery options (food deserts)

•

Attend doctor’s appointments

•

Make it to work on time.

•

Many of our friends and neighbors work long hours and multiple jobs to make 

ends meet, while still coming home to hungry kids and overdue bills. 

•

Constantly fighting to survive the next week and the next month

Familyresourcesinc.org


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide25.sldx




Transportation and Internet Access 









Living in poverty means

Not having internet access

Attend virtual school during the pandemic 

Apply for jobs 

Access forms/resources only available online

Inconsistent access to a cell phone

Respond to calls for interviews

Receive calls from schools and medical offices

Dependence on public transit 

Limited grocery options (food deserts)

Attend doctor’s appointments

Make it to work on time. 

Many of our friends and neighbors work long hours and multiple jobs to make ends meet, while still coming home to hungry kids and overdue bills. 

Constantly fighting to survive the next week and the next month










Familyresourcesinc.org





Consider what it might be like to have limited access to reliable transportation and internet access. 

26










image27.emf
Class, like race, 

is always 

experienced first 

at a very 

personal level 

where it 

impacts thinking. 

Lave and Wenger research
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Class, like race, 
is always 
experienced first 
at a very 
personal level 
where it 
impacts thinking. 
		    Lave and Wenger research
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Poverty is like……

Time for some similes
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Poverty is like……

Time for some similes





Take a few moments to reflect and write, then share
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Time for some similes.

Poverty is like..
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HOUSEKEEPING


image29.emf
There are several quotes about poverty posted 

around the room. 

Walk around and read each.

Pick one of the quotes. 

Jot down a thought or questions this quote brought 

to your mind on a post-it. 

Leave the post-it by the quote.

Continue your walk 

and read the comments posted.
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There are several quotes about poverty posted around the room. 
Walk around and read each.
Pick one of the quotes. 
Jot down a thought or questions this quote brought to your mind on a post-it. 
Leave the post-it by the quote.
Continue your walk 
and read the comments posted.
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Comments

Questions

Thoughts
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Comments

Questions

Thoughts
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Comments
Questions

Thoughts





image31.emf
How does poverty impact me as a clerk?
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How does poverty impact me as a clerk?







Divide into groups – 



may use cards to divide up groups – diamonds, spades, hearts & clubs….



Ask for groups to share
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How to Help Poverty Issues in Your Community  

commonbond.org

Challenge ideas and assumptions

•

Avoid unintentional spread of harmful biases

•

Example: people experiencing homelessness choose not to work

•

Learn about the specifics in your community

Create awareness/get informed

•

Get informed about the resources already available

•

What local groups could use your help

Donate time/volunteer opportunities

•

Partner with local organizations that help the community

•

Make kits or fundraise 

•

Donate your time, items, funding

•

Listen to leaders to ensure donations are things specifically needed

Review policies and procedures

•

Are there supports for those living without or limited internet/phone access

Increase awareness
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How to Help Poverty Issues in Your Community  commonbond.org

Challenge ideas and assumptions

Avoid unintentional spread of harmful biases

Example: people experiencing homelessness choose not to work

Learn about the specifics in your community



Create awareness/get informed

Get informed about the resources already available

What local groups could use your help



Donate time/volunteer opportunities

Partner with local organizations that help the community

Make kits or fundraise 

Donate your time, items, funding

Listen to leaders to ensure donations are things specifically needed



Review policies and procedures

Are there supports for those living without or limited internet/phone access



Increase awareness
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What would you love 

to see in your 

community to address 

the needs of those 

living in poverty?

Brainstorming Session

Do NOT limit your 

thinking by 

current resources. 

Dare to THINK BIG!!
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What would you love to see in your community to address the needs of those living in poverty?

















Brainstorming Session

Do NOT limit your thinking by 

current resources. 

Dare to THINK BIG!!







Pick your partner – if you know of others in neighboring communities and want to discuss specifics or similar sized town – 



gather with them.





Share your thoughts and dreams.
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Brainstorming Session
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HOUSEKEEPING





Thank you to the proctors

Taking care of your needs…

2





HOUSEKEEPING
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Brainstorming 

Sharing
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Brainstorming Sharing
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Sharing
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3, 2, 1….and we’re done

List 3 things you found interesting or notable

List 2 Questions you have 

List your 1 big ah-ha or takeaway 
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3, 2, 1….and we’re done

















List 3 things you found interesting or notable



List 2 Questions you have 



List your 1 big ah-ha or takeaway 
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Questions

Suggestions
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POVERTY





What comes to mind when you hear the word poverty?



Does it generate mental images? 

Are there people or situations you think of?



What words do you think of?



Does this word generate memories? 



Jot down or sketch out in your notes what comes to mind.
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