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Education

Ph.D. Political Science, Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 2011.

Dissertation: Religion and Political Behavior: Studies of Political Tolerance, Voting, and Public Opin-
ion

Director: Dr. J. Tobin Grant

Fields: American Politics, Public Administration, Comparative Politics

M.A. Political Science, Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 2007.

Thesis: Religiosity and Anxiety: A New Approach.

Adviser: Dr. J. Tobin Grant

B.A. History/Political Science, Greenville College, 2004.

Minors: Religion/Philosophy.

Books

Burge, Ryan P. 2022. 20 Myths About Religion and Politics in America. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press.

Burge, Ryan P. 2021. The Nones: Where They Came From, Who They Are, and Where They Are Going.
Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press.

Scholarship - Peer Reviewed Articles

Burge, Ryan P. 2021. “The Consequences of Response Options: Including Both Protestant and Christian
on Surveys.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. Forthcoming.

Driggers, Hunter and Ryan P. Burge 2021. “Did the Nones Put Joe Biden in the White House? An
Analysis of the Voting Patterns of the Religiously Unaffiliated in 2020.” Politics and Religion Journal.
Forthcoming.

Braunstein, Ruth, Andrew Whitehead, and Ryan P. Burge. 2021. “Religion, Politics, and Public Funding
for Abortion: A Research Note.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. Forthcoming

Bramlett, Brittany, and Ryan P. Burge. 2021 “The New Older Adult Participant in American Politics.”
Social Science Quarterly. Forthcoming.

Djupe, Paul A., and Ryan P. Burge. 2021 “Religious Authority in a Democratic Society: Clergy and
Citizen Evidence from a New Measure.” Politics & Religion. 1-28. DOI: 10.1017/S1755048321000031.

mailto:rpburge@eiu.edu
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Djupe, Paul A., Andrew R. Lewis, Anand E. Sokhey and Ryan P. Burge. 2021. “Does Disgust Drive
Religious Freedom Attitudes? Experimental Results About the Context of Service Refusal Opinion.”
Social Science Quarterly. 102(2): 755-770. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.12934

Burge, Ryan P. and Paul A. Djupe. 2021. “Falling Through the Cracks: Dealing with the Problem of the
Unclassifieds in RELTRAD.” Review of Religious Research. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s13644-020-
00441-y

Smothers, Hannah and Ryan P. Burge. 2020. “Finding the Missing Atheists.” Secularism and Nonreligion.
DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/snr.138

Djupe, Paul A. and Ryan P. Burge. 2020. “The Prosperity Gospel of Coronavirus Response.” Politics &
Religion. 1-22. DOI: 10.1017/S175504832000053X.

Burge, Ryan P. 2020. “Is Becoming Born-Again a Transformative Experience? Results from Three Sets
of Panel Data” Review of Religious Research. 63(1): 83-105. DOI: 10.1007/s13644-020-00428-9

Smothers, Hannah, Ryan Burge, and Paul A. Djupe. 2020. “The Gendered Religious Response to State
Action on the Coronavirus Pandemic.” Politics & Gender. 16(4): 1063-1074. DOI: 10.1017/S1743923X20000306.

Bramlett, Brittany and Ryan P. Burge. 2020. “God Talk in a Digital Age: How Members of Congress Use
Religious Language on Twitter” Politics & Religion. 14(2): 316-338. DOI: 10.1017/S1755048320000231.

Burge Ryan P. 2020. “How Many ’Nones’ Are There? Explaining the Difference in Survey Estimates”
Review of Religious Research. 62(1):173-190. DOI: 10.1007/s13644-020-00400-7

Perry, Samuel and Ryan P. Burge. 2019. “How Religion Predicts Pet Ownership in the United States.”
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. 59(1):190-201.

Burge, Ryan P. and Miles Williams. 2019. “Is Social Media A Digital Pulpit? How Evangelical Leaders
Use Twitter to Encourage the Faithful and Publicize Their Work.” Journal of Religion, Media, and Digital
Culture. 8(3):309-339.

Friesen, Amanda, Ryan P. Burge, and Kylee Britzman. 2019. “Digital Segregation: Gender, Occupation
and Access to Politics.” Social Science Computer Review. 39(1): 38-55. DOI: 10.1177/0894439319851164

Burge, Ryan P. and Miles Williams. 2019. “Gender in the Pulpit: The Differences in Speaking Style for
Men and Women” Journal of Communication and Religion. 42(1): 63-82.

Burge, Ryan P. 2018. “Authority, Authoritarianism, and Religion.” In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of
Politics. Oxford University Press. DOI: 10.1093/9780190228637.013.667

Burge, Ryan P. 2018. “To Be of One Mind?: How LGB Evangelicals Navigate the Political World”
Politics, Groups, and Identities. 8(3): 554-575. DOI: 10.1080/21565503.2018.1518784

Burge, Ryan P. and Andrew Lewis. 2018. “Measuring Evangelicals: Practical Considerations for Social
Scientists.” Politics & Religion. 11(4): 745-759.

Eisenstein, Marie, George Yancey, and Ryan P. Burge. 2017. “Christian Theology and Attitudes Toward
Political-Ideological Groups.” Interdisciplinary Journal of Research on Religion. 13(6): 1-13.

Burge, Ryan P. and Paul A. Djupe. 2017. “An Emergent Threat: Christian Clergy Perceptions of the
Emerging Church Movement” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. 56(1): 26-32. DOI: 10.1111/jssr.12324.

Burge, Ryan, Paul A. Djupe and Brian Calfano. 2016. “The Delegational Pulpit? Clergy Identifying as
Congregational Political Representatives.” Representation. 52(1): 43-69. DOI: 10.1080/00344893.2016.1244112.
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Burge, Ryan P. and Paul A. Djupe. 2016. “Emergent Fault Lines: Clergy Attitudes Toward the Emergent
Church Movement.” Journal of Religious Leadership. 15(1): 5-30.

Burge, Ryan P. and Paul A. Djupe. 2015. “Emergent Church Practices in America: Inclusion and
Deliberation in American Congregations” Review of Religious Research 57(1): 1-22. DOI: 10.1007/s13644-
014-0157-2

Burge, Ryan and Paul Djupe. 2014. “Truly Inclusive or Uniformly Liberal: An Analysis of the Politics of
the Emerging Church.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. 53(3): 636-651. DOI: 10.1111/jssr.12129

Burge, Ryan. 2013. “Using Matching to Investigate the Relationship Between Religion and Tolerance.”
Politics & Religion. 6(2): 264-281. DOI: 10.1017/S1755048312000569

Scholarship - Book Chapters

Burge, Ryan P. 2021. “#Evangelical: How Twitter Discusses American Religion.” In Exploring the Public
Effects of Religious Communication on Politics. ed. Brian Calfano. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan
Press, 150-171.

Burge, Ryan P. 2018. “We Find Truth by Talking: Comparing Authority in Evangelicalism and the
Emergent Church.” In The Evangelical Crackup: Will the Evangelical-Republican Coalition Last? eds. Paul
Djupe and Ryan Claassen. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 160-173.

Burge, Ryan, Paul A. Djupe and Brian Calfano. 2015. “The Political Tolerance of Clergy and its
Democratic Roots.”In Religion and Political Tolerance in America: Advances in the State of the Art. ed. Paul
Djupe. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 21-33.

Research Grants

Research/Creative Activity Award (Karen Cook and Hunter Driggers). 2020. The Graduate School -
Eastern Illinois University. ($600)

Student Impact Grant (with Hannah Smothers). 2019. The Graduate School - Eastern Illinois University.
($1,500)

Principal Investigator (with Paul Djupe). 2019. The Social and Political Implications of Non-Denominational
Protestantism. The Louisville Institute: Project Grant for Researchers. ($14,000)

Scholarship, Non-Peer Reviewed, Online Publications

Founding Editor of Religion in Public, a venue for scholars of religion and politics to make their work
accessible to a general audience. Full post list here.

Occasional Contributor to Christianity Today

“1 in 10 Non-Church Members Still Show Up Every Sunday” August 24, 2021.

“Assemblies of God Growing with Pentecostal Persistence” August 11, 2021.

“Mainline Protestants Are Still Declining, But That’s Not Good News for Evangelicals” July 13,
2021.

“Women and African Americans Now More Likely to Leave the SBC, But So Is Everybody Else”
April 7, 2021.

https://religioninpublic.blog/contributors/burge-2/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/august/church-membership-gallup-survey-attendance-christians.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/august/assemblies-of-god-grow-us-council-denomination-decline-poli.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/july/mainline-protestant-evangelical-decline-survey-us-nones.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/april/leaving-sbc-women-african-americans-pastors-beth-moore-defl.html
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“Most Nones Still Keep the Faith” February 24, 2021.

Evangelicals and Election Day 2020: What We Know - Podcast November 4, 2020.

“5 Expert Tips for Following Election Stats.” November 2, 2020.

“Is God Talk Gone from the Presidential Debates?.” September 29, 2020.

“Trump Can Afford to Slip Among White Evangelicals, But Not White Catholics.” September 20,
2020.

“Ahead of 2020 Election, White Evangelicals Still Concerned About COVID-19”. August 21, 2020.

“665K Ministry Jobs Covered by Paycheck Protection Program Funds”. July 8, 2020.

“Researcher: Most Evangelicals Support Women in Church Leadership”. June 30, 2020.

“White Evangelicals’ Coronavirus Concerns Are Fading Faster”. June 23, 2020.

“Where Do White Evangelicals Get Their Coronavirus News? The White House”. May 14, 2020.

“Churches Should Not Be the First to Reopen”. April 23, 2020.

“Will COVID-19 Lead to a Long-term Shift in Church Attendance?”. March 24, 2020.

“Faith Over Fear? No, It’s Political Ideology that Keeps People Unafraid of COVID-19”. March 15,
2020.

“The Possible Decline of the Nones Isn’t a Boost for Evangelicals” March 3, 2020.

“Learning About Other Faiths Doesn’t Lead Evangelical Students to Lose Theirs” February 26, 2020.

“Despite Stigma, More Divorced Evangelicals Are Going to Church.” February 4, 2020.

“More Non-Evangelicals Are Calling Themselves Born Again.” January 21, 2020.

“Religion, Retention, and Why We Stay or Go.” December 9, 2019.

“Biblical Literalism among American Protestants.” December 4, 2019.

“Jesus Came to Proclaim Good News to the Poor. But Now They’re Leaving Church.” November
27, 2019.

“Are Evangelicals More Empathetic?” July 16, 2019.

“A Deeper Look at Immigration and Potential Targets of the ICE Raids”. July 14, 2019.

“Only Half of Kids Raised Southern Baptist Stay Southern Baptist”. May 24, 2019.

“Are Evangelicals More Altruistic than Other Groups?”. April 25, 2019.

“Is Religious Decline Inevitable in the United States?”. April 17, 2019.

“Race, Religion, and the Future of American Evangelicalism”. April 1, 2019.

“Evangelicals Show No Decline, Despite Trump and Nones”. March 21, 2019.

“Study: Clinton Voters Twice as Likely to Leave Evangelicalism as Trump Voters”. April 30, 2018.
(with Paul A. Djupe)

“50 Years After MLK, Sunday Segregation Isn’t Theological”. April 4, 2018.

“Congrats, Billy: Stats Show Your Evangelical Movement Is Still Going Strong”. March 2, 2018.

“Where Protestants and Catholics Go When They Leave Their Churches”. February 20, 2018.

“Plenty of the ‘Nones’ Actually Head Back to Church”. February 6, 2018.

“Almost No One in the US Believes in a Consistent Ethic of Life.” September 13, 2017.

“Young, Female, and Pro-Trump.” July 26, 2017.

Occasionally Contribute Analysis and/or Commentary to The Washington Post

“The rapid decline of White evangelical America?” July 8, 2021.

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/february/nones-religious-unaffiliated-faith-research-church-belief.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november-web-only/election-2020-evangelicals-trump-biden-podcast.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=article
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/november/election-night-polls-statistics-tips-research-politics-evan.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/september/is-god-talk-gone-from-presidential-debates.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/september/trump-biden-white-catholic-swing-vote-evangelical-poll.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/august/white-evangelicals-covid-concern-trump-biden-vote.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/july/paycheck-protection-program-loans-christian-churches-minist.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/june-web-only/research-evangelicals-women-leaders-complementarian-preach.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/june/evangelicals-covid-19-less-worry-social-distancing-masks.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/may/evangelicals-trump-media-public-health-response-coronavirus.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/april-web-only/churches-reopen-older-adults-coronavirus-risk-states.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/will-covid-19-lead-to-long-term-shift-in-church-attendance.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/march/political-ideology-faith-fear-coronavirus-us-polls.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/march/nones-decline-generation-z-millennial-faith-research.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/february/students-evangelical-universities-interfaith-ideals-survey.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/february/despite-stigma-more-divorced-evangelicals-go-to-church.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/january/us-born-again-rise-mainline-catholic-evangelical.html?fbclid=IwAR3GG9a6zG5UTRD4Y7lhyuhrY50APv975zofRpUW9s6Z07jl2IsTbuya7Kw
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/december/religion-retention-and-why-we-stay-or-go.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/december/biblical-literalism-among-american-protestants.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/november/income-inequality-church-attendance-gap-gss.html
(https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/july/are-evangelicals-more-empathetic.html)
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/july/deeper-look-at-immigration-potential-targets-of-ice-raids.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/may/southern-baptist-sbc-decline-conversion-retention-gss.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/april/are-evangelicals-more-altruistic-than-other-groups.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/april/is-religious-decline-inevitable-in-united-states.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/april/race-religion-and-future-of-american-evangelicalism.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/march/evangelical-nones-mainline-us-general-social-survey-gss.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/april/clinton-trump-voters-evangelical-identity-2016-election.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/april/50-years-mlk-black-white-evangelicals-segregated-sunday-gss.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/march/congrats-billy-evangelicals-mainline-nones-switching-gss.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/february/how-protestants-catholics-leave-church-change-religion-cces.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/february/nones-agnostics-religious-identity-switching-cces-christian.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/september-web-only/consistent-ethic-life-abortion-euthanasia-death-penalty-gss.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/july/young-female-and-pro-trump.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/07/08/rapid-decline-white-evangelical-america/
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“The high cost of becoming a none for American Muslims.” July 7, 2021.

“A great ‘reckoning’ in the Southern Baptist Convention is about to take place” June 14, 2021.

“Church membership in the U.S. has fallen below the majority for the first time in nearly a century”
March 29, 2021.

“As organized religion shrinks, faith-based charities worry about the future.” October 23, 2020.

“The pope said he supports civil unions for same-sex couples. American Catholics will approve.”
October 23, 2020.

“Federal loans for small businesses went to thousands of churches and other religious organiza-
tions” July 10, 2020.

“About three-quarters of U.S. Catholic parishes applied for government paycheck protection” May
8, 2020.

“White evangelicals fear atheists and Democrats would strip away their rights. Why?” December
23, 2019. (with Paul Djupe.)

“Why young white evangelicals aren’t likely to leave the Republican Party.” September 3, 2019.
(with Jeremiah Castle and Paul Djupe.)

“Mormon Leaders Explicitly Ban Guns from Houses of Worship.” August 26, 2019.

“In God’s Country” August 14, 2019.

“Organized Religion is Losing Its Followers.”. April 15, 2019

“Talk of a rising religious left is unfounded. It already exists.”. April 11, 2019

“Are nonreligious Democrats emerging as a counterweight to the evangelical right?.”. April 1, 2019

“Regular churchgoing doesn’t make Trump voters more moderate. It makes them more enthusiastic
for Trump.” October 9, 2018 (with Paul A. Djupe)

“Romney is running for Senate. Even if he wins, the Mormon Church has already lost powerful
status in D.C.” February 16, 2018.

“Hate saying ‘Merry Christmas’ now? Everyone has Trump on the brain.” December 22, 2017.

“A sin issue or a gun issue? Why evangelicals are deeply skeptical of gun-control laws.” November
6, 2017.

“Some evangelicals question whether they have overlooked the rural church.” December 15, 2016.

Occasionally Write for Religion Unplugged

“The Young And Secular Are Least Vaccinated, Not Evangelicals” August 3, 2021.

“Why It’s Unlikely U.S. Mainline Protestants Outnumber Evangelicals” July 12, 2021.

“Data Shows White Evangelicals And Catholics More Likely To Get Vaccine Than ’Nones’ And
General Public” April 22, 2021.

“Are We All Evangelicals Now? How The Term Has Grown To Blur Theology And Ideology”
March 11, 2021.

“Americans Say Religion Is More Central To Their Identity Than Politics” February 17, 2021.

“Black Christians And Black Nones Show Little Ideological Divide” January 22, 2021.

“How Data Explains Extreme Support For Trump” January 7, 2021.

“The Growing Divide Within American Evangelicalism” December 15, 2020.

“Are Democrats Influenced By Religion As Much As Republicans?” October 6, 2020.

“Does College Drive Young People Away From Church?” September 29, 2020.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/the-high-cost-of-becoming-a-none-for-american-muslims/2021/07/07/b69db2de-df66-11eb-a27f-8b294930e95b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2021/06/14/southern-baptist-reckoning-race-gender-abuse/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2021/03/29/church-membership-fallen-below-majority/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/as-organized-religion-shrinks-faith-based-charities-worry-about-the-future/2020/10/23/21f364b8-1224-11eb-ba42-ec6a580836ed_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/10/23/pope-said-he-supports-civil-unions-same-sex-couples-american-catholics-will-approve/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=wp_monkeycage
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/federal-loans-for-small-businesses-went-to-thousands-of-churches-and-other-religious-organizations/2020/07/10/da79ba8a-c244-11ea-9fdd-b7ac6b051dc8_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/federal-loans-for-small-businesses-went-to-thousands-of-churches-and-other-religious-organizations/2020/07/10/da79ba8a-c244-11ea-9fdd-b7ac6b051dc8_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2020/05/08/church-stimulus-cares-act-paycheck/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/12/23/white-evangelicals-fear-atheists-democrats-would-strip-away-their-rights-why/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/09/03/why-young-white-evangelicals-arent-likely-leave-republican-party/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2019/08/27/mormon-leaders-explicitly-ban-guns-houses-worship/?noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/08/14/evangelicals-view-trump-their-protector-will-they-stand-by-him/?fbclid=IwAR14BiweSwewUVbQDAR-m3RG0X5uT2y8eZpug7Pf5xCUSnbRwjr3T262emY&noredirect=on
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/04/15/organized-religion-is-paying-price/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.4f96ee5e4781
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-religious-left-is-always-just-about-to-happen-will-it-ever-arrive/2019/04/11/f4500bc6-5c83-11e9-9625-01d48d50ef75_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.92a1c4188f67#click=https://t.co/B2lNHRgurE
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/04/01/are-nonreligious-democrats-emerging-counterweight-evangelical-right/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b9d987f747fa
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/10/09/regular-churchgoing-doesnt-make-trump-voters-more-moderate-it-makes-them-more-enthusiastic-for-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/10/09/regular-churchgoing-doesnt-make-trump-voters-more-moderate-it-makes-them-more-enthusiastic-for-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/02/16/romney-is-running-for-senate-even-if-he-wins-the-mormon-church-has-been-losing-powerful-status-in-dc/?utm_term=.b697ab05469f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/02/16/romney-is-running-for-senate-even-if-he-wins-the-mormon-church-has-been-losing-powerful-status-in-dc/?utm_term=.b697ab05469f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/12/22/hate-saying-merry-christmas-now-everyone-has-trump-on-the-brain/?utm_term=.90b0b891c3ba
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/11/06/a-sin-issue-or-a-gun-issue-why-evangelicals-are-deeply-skeptical-of-gun-control-laws/?utm_term=.2e0b03e5fe6e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/12/15/some-evangelicals-question-whether-they-have-overlooked-the-rural-church/
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/8/3/the-young-and-secular-are-least-vaccinated-not-evangelicals
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/7/12/why-its-unlikely-us-mainline-protestants-outnumber-evangelicals
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/4/22/data-shows-evangelicals-and-catholics-more-likely-to-get-vaccine-than-nones-and-general-public
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/4/22/data-shows-evangelicals-and-catholics-more-likely-to-get-vaccine-than-nones-and-general-public
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/3/11/are-we-all-evangelicals-now-how-the-term-has-grown-to-blur-theology-and-ideology
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/2/17/americans-say-religion-is-more-central-to-their-identity-than-politics
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/1/21/how-the-black-christian-vote-compares-to-secular-black-americans
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2021/1/7/how-data-explains-extreme-support-for-trump
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2020/12/15/the-growing-divide-within-american-evangelicalism
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2020/10/6/are-democrats-influenced-by-religion-as-much-as-republicans
https://religionunplugged.com/news/2020/9/29/college-students-more-likely-to-attend-religious-services
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“Understanding The American Muslim Vote” September 14, 2020.

“In 20 Years, Americans Of All Faiths Have Never Been More Supportive Of Gun Rights” July 2,
2020.

“Could Democrats Win Over Mormon Votes? Here’s Where They Diverge From Evangelicals” May
26, 2020.

Occasionally Write for Religion News Service

“’OK millennial’: Don’t blame the boomers for decline of religion in America” August 30, 2021.

“Abortion just isn’t the motivating issue for evangelicals it once was” August 9, 2021.

“The high cost of becoming a none for American Muslims” July 7, 2021.

“Who are the Southern Baptists and why is their 2021 annual meeting so divided?” June 15, 2021.

“As a pastor I pray my flock comes back. As a religion demographer I’m more realistic.” March 9,
2021.

“What Americans believe about violence against the government” January 14, 2021.

“America elected a female vice president. Now will it put women in the pulpit?” December 9, 2020.

“The GOP’s Catholic voter problem.” November 6, 2020.

“The 2020 election’s most crucial faith group is one you’ve never heard of.” October 15, 2020.

“Are Democrats ‘spiritual’ and Republicans ‘religious’? It’s not that simple.” October 6, 2020.

“On LGBT and women’s equality, stark statistical reality is coming for white evangelicals” August
7, 2020.

“Willow Creek, Life.Church among churches that received millions in PPP loans” July 7, 2020.

“Surveys suggest protests, not pandemic, have lost Trump white evangelical support” June 24, 2020.

“Racial resentment varies widely among religious groups.” June 9, 2020.

“Survey shows faith can prosper in online services” May 13, 2020.

“Why this Baptist pastor signed up his church for a Paycheck Protection Program loan” April 21,
2020.

“Why mainline Protestants might fear COVID-19 the most” March 11, 2020.

“Democrats lost white Christians. Can they win them back?” February 19, 2020.
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Politics & Religion. 9(1): 187-190. DOI: 10.1017/S1755048315000929.

Burge, Ryan. “Book Review: The Deconstructed Church.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.
54(1): 179-180. March 2015.

Focus Group Coordinator and Polling Coordinator for a survey of Democrat staffers in Illinois State Capitol
Report submitted to Senate President John Cullerton.

Burge, Ryan. The Movement of Opinion Toward Spending Cuts, Revenue Increases, and Political Reform In
Illinois: Results and Analysis of The Fourth Annual Simon Poll. Results available in The Simon Review
Paper #27, January 2012.

Demographic and Religious Support for Reform Proposals in the State of Illinois. Paper accepted for publi-
cation in the proceedings of the Conference for Ethics and Politics in Illinois, Chicago, IL. September
2012.

Current Projects

“#Evangelical: How Twitter Discusses American Religion.” Book Chapter for Edited Volume Submitted.

“Conflicted Partisans: When One’s Political Identity is Accompanied by Discontent” (with Clarisse
Warren) Under Review.

“Divine Attribution? The Interaction of Religious and Secular Beliefs on Climate Change Attitudes.”
(with Paul Djupe) Under Review.

“Deus Ex Machina: Using an Algorithm to Create Religious Categories”

“How Do LGBT Voters Navigate the Political Landscape? An Analysis of Vote Choice and Public
Opinion in 2016.” (with Austin Mejdrich)

Conference Activity and Invited Talks

The Consequences of Response Options: Including Both Protestant and Christian on Surveys. University of
Chicago - American Politics Workshop. April 26th, 2021.

Ormond Church/State Lectureship, Greenville University, Greenville, Illinois. March 17, 2021.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/27/opinion/is-trump-good-for-trump.html
https://www.beliefnet.com/columnists/news/2019/03/atheists-now-nearly-numerous-evangelicals.php
https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2018/11/12/18085448/young-evangelical-republicans


Dr. Ryan P. Burge 11

The Social and Political Implications of a Born-Again Identity. University of Chicago - American Politics
Workshop. May 2020. - Canceled due to COVID-19.

Winter Seminar for Grant Awardees. Louisville Institute. Louisville, Kentucky. January 2020.

An Analysis of the 21st Century Church: Who Left and Who Stayed? Send Institute - North American
Mission Board. Atlanta, Georgia. January 2020.

The Public Consequences of the “Me” Church: How Non-Denominational Churches Undercut Democratic Par-
ticipation. Society for the Scientific Study of Religion Conference. St. Louis, MO. October 2019.

Does Faith Have a Future?: A Symposium on God, Religion, and the ’Nones.’ Fordham University. New
York, NY. October 2019.

Is Becoming Born-Again a Transformative Experience? Results from Two Sets of Panel Data. Presented at the
Younger Scholars in the Sociology of Religion Conference. South Bend, IN. April 2019.

This is 50: Women, Abortion Attitudes, and Partisan Strength across Age Groups, Paper Presented at the
Midwest Political Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2019.

Thoughts and Prayers: An Analysis of How Members of Congress Use Religious Language on Twitter, Paper
Presented at the Midwest Political Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2019.

An Evangelical Crackup?: A Roundtable on the Book and Its Implications, Discussion at the Midwest Political
Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2019.

ABCUSA Clergy and Congregations: Theology, Ideology, and Demography, The Board of General Ministries
for the American Baptist Church. Portland, Oregon. June 28th, 2017.

Ormond Church/State Lectureship, Greenville College, Greenville, Illinois. April 26th, 2017

The State of Clergy in the American Baptist Churches in the USA, National Leadership Council Annual
Meeting for the American Baptist Church. Green Lake, Wisconsin. April 6th, 2017

Who’s in Charge Here? Religious Authority Values in Democratic Society. Paper Presented at the Indiana
Academy of Social Sciences Annual Conference, Evansville, IN. October 2015.

The Delegational Pulpit? Clergy Identifying as Congregational Political Representatives. Paper Presented at
the Midwest Political Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2015.

Seeds in Rocky Soil: The Interaction of Religious and Secular Beliefs on Environmental Support. Paper Pre-
sented at the American Political Science Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC. August
2014.

Seeds in Rocky Soil: The Interaction of Religious and Secular Beliefs on Environmental Support. Paper Pre-
sented at the Midwest Political Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2014.

Communitarianism and Christianity: Understanding the Link between Religious Giving to Secular Causes.
Paper Presented at the Midwest Political Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2013

Behavior, Belief, Belonging, and Opinion. Paper Presented at the Midwest Political Science Annual Con-
ference, Chicago, IL. April 2012

Pizza and Politics. Presentation on Religion, Politics and the 2012 Presidential Campaign. Paul Simon
Public Policy Institute, Carbondale, IL. February 2012
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Behavior, Belief, or Belonging? Using Matching Analysis to Examine the Relationship between Religion and
Voting Behavior. Paper Presented at the Midwest Political Science Annual Conference, Chicago, IL.
March 2011

Blue State Religion and Politics. Paper Presented at the Midwest Political Science Annual Conference,
Chicago, IL. April 2010

Reevaluating the Link between Religion and Tolerance. Paper Presented at the Midwest Political Science
Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2010

A Proposed Research Design for Doctoral Dissertation. Presented at the Southern Illinois University Con-
ference on Religion and Politics, Carbondale IL. April 2009

Religiosity and Anxiety: A New Approach. Paper Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association
Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. April 2008

Academic Positions

Assistant Professor and Graduate Coordinator, Department of Political Science, Eastern Illinois University.
(August 2019 to Present)

Instructor, Department of Political Science, Eastern Illinois University. (August 2012 to December 2015

and August 2016 to July 2019)

Adjunct Instructor, Department of Political Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. (Spring
2016)

Adjunct Instructor, Department of History/Political Science, McKendree University. (July 2012)

Post Doctoral Fellow, Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. Advisor on polling, public opinion, and Illinois
politics. (2011 Academic Year)

Instructor, Department of Political Science, Southern Illinois University- Carbondale. (Spring, Fall 2010

and Spring 2011)

Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science, Southern Illinois University- Carbondale. Introduc-
tion to American Politics (Spring 2008, Summer 2008, Fall 2008, Spring 2009, Fall 2009.) Lecturing
Instructor- Dr. Ken Mulligan

Instructor, Department of Social Science, Southeastern Illinois College, Harrisburg, IL. Introduction to
American Politics (Fall 2007).

Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science, Southern Illinois University- Carbondale. Introduc-
tion to American Politics (Spring 2007 and Fall 2008.) Lecturing Instructor- Dr. Debra Moore

Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science, Southern Illinois University- Carbondale. Introduc-
tion to American Politics (Fall 2006). Lecturing Instructor- Dr. Randy Burnside
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Courses Taught

Introduction to American Government
Introduction to Public Administration
Introduction to Public Policy
Introduction to International Relations
Court Management and Criminal Justice
The American Presidency
Congress
American Foreign Policy
International Organizations
Proseminar in International Relations (Graduate)
State and Local Government (Graduate) - Online

Interest Groups and Lobbying
Interest Groups and Social Movements
The Presidency (Graduate)
Religion and Politics
Organizational Theory
Introduction to Research Methods
Senior Capstone
Research Methods
Research Methods (Graduate)
Research Methods (Graduate) - Online
Political Behavior - Online
Proseminar in American Politics (Graduate) - Online

Service

Coordinator for the Illinois Innovation Network Conference at Eastern Illinois University (October
2020)

Scholarship and Awards Committee (2017-2018 Academic Year, 2018-2018 Academic Year, 2019-2020

Academic Year, 2020-2021 Academic Year)

Graduate Curriculum and Assessment Committee (2019-2020 Academic Year, 2020-2021 Academic
Year)

Undergraduate Recruitment Committee (2019-2020 Academic Year)

Department Personnel Committee (2019-2020 Academic Year)

MS in Sustainability Committee (2019-2020 Academic Year)

Online Board (2019-2020 Academic Year)

Graduate Coordinator and Advisor (2019-2020 Academic Year, 2020-2021 Academic Year)

Masters Thesis Advisor: Steve Anderson (Fall 2014), Brenda Cuellar (Fall 2017), Austin Mejdrich (Sum-
mer 2018), Kamrul Islam (Spring 2019), Burcu Yildiz (Spring 2019), Emma Solmon (Fall 2019), Kate
Arnold (Fall 2019)

Capstone Advisor: Jack Cruikshank (Spring 2017), Raphael Molina (Summer 2017), Courtney Sage
(Summer 2017)

Masters Thesis Committee Member: Ryan Piers (Spring 2013), Samantha White (Spring 2014), Phillip
Roughton (Fall 2014), Samantha Sarich (Spring 2015), Arianne Gouveia (Summer 2015), John Proffitt
(Fall 2015), Miles Williams (Fall 2016), Samantha White (Summer 2018)

Capstone Committee Member: AY 2019-2020 - Alex Cardona, Terry Summers, Tayler Anderson, Jimmie
Chatman, Crystal Trotter, Blake Eggleston, Logan Studer, Rochele Roby, Swity Monni

Mentoring and Recruitment Committee Member (2013-2014, 2014-2015 Academic Year)

Reviewer: American Political Science Review, Politics and Religion, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion,
Political Behavior, Sociology of Religion, Review of Religious Research, Politics, Groups, and Identities, Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, Political Research Quarterly, International Journal of Public Opinion Research, Political
Behavior, American Politics Research, Political Research Quarterly
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Discussant, Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 2013

Last updated: November 12, 2021


