CREATIVE DRAMATICS FOR THE CLASSROOM TEACHER
THA 3432-001 

MWF 11:00-11:50
1080 Doudna Fine Arts Center

Spring 2017
Dr. Jean Wolski

Office:
2345 Doudna Fine Arts Center

Theatre Office: 581-3121 (THA Main Office/Messages)

e-mail:
jkwolski@eiu.edu

Office Hours:  MT 1:00-2:30; W 1:00-2:00





 or by arrangement

Please note: Occasionally, I will have committee meetings that necessitate my being out of the office. On these occasions, I will post a notice and reschedule my office hours. If the rescheduled times are not convenient for you, please don’t hesitate to contact me so that we can set up a meeting at another time.

Creative Dramatics is designed for students interested in working with children either in teaching or in recreation programs.  The course offers the student the opportunity to develop the necessary skills to become a confident and successful leader of Creative Dramatics.  Since the course is structured in the lecture/demonstration format, the student will be learning through practical experience as both a participant in creative drama and, eventually, as a leader.  By the end of the semester, the student will have compiled a set of activities that can be used in the classroom.

The objective of this course is to develop the skills necessary to lead creative dramatics activities.  Examples of these skills will be presented by demonstration, discussion and lecture.  Students will demonstrate their mastery of these skills in laboratory sessions.

Grading will be based on creative growth, co-operative participation (including attendance) and the level of the various projects assigned.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

1.   
Attendance:  Since this is a lab course, attendance is essential. More than three unexcused absences will result in the lowering of your final grade by a minimum of one letter grade, depending upon the number of absences.

2.   
Journal of dramatic activities:  The journal can take on many forms, but by the end of the 


term, it should serve as a practical tool for working with children.  

      
The following materials should be included in the journal. Include complete source 


information where necessary.  Describe activities in detail, including use of control device, 


and indicating possible age or development level.  List objectives for each activity.

     
a.  A record of daily class activities and reactions to each.

     
b.  Stories suitable for dramatization with minimum movement, including those that could 


be enacted without leaving the desk.   Include a minimum of 5 examples.

     
c.
Stories suitable for complete dramatization.  Suggestions for dramatic activities to 



accompany stories should be included.   Include a minimum of 5 examples.

     
d.  Leader-controlled activities other than those demonstrated in the classroom.  A minimum 



of 3 examples.

    
 e.  Student-controlled activities other than those demonstrated in the classroom.  A 


minimum of 3 examples.

     
f.  
Control devices and stimuli for dramatic activities. Specific pieces of music, art, etc. 



should be included. A minimum of 5
examples.

3.   
Lab projects: One two occasions, you will have the opportunity to lead the class in creative dramatics activities.  Initially, you will work in pairs or groups of three.  For the second project, you will work independently in leading a creative dramatics activity.

4.   
Written creative strategy and class demonstration of same:  This  activity is the final Lab 


Project.  Rather than a short exercise, each student will develop and implement a lesson 


involving creative dramatics.  Student should provide copies the lesson plan for all members 


of the class.

EVALUATION:
Attendance


- 10%





Journal



- 15%





Lab Project #1


- 10%





Lab Project #2


- 15%





Written Strategy   
 
- 20%





Final Lab Project   

- 30%

SUGGESTED READINGS:



McCaslin, Nellie.  Creative Drama in the Classroom.  New York: Longman Press, 




1990.



Way, Brian.  Development Through Drama. New York: Humanities Press, 1967.
OBJECTIVES OF CREATIVE DRAMATICS:

1.   To aid in the development of concentration skills.

2.   To provide for a controlled emotional outlet.
3.   To provide each child with an avenue of self-expression in one of the arts.

4.   To encourage and guide the child's creative imagination.

5.   To aid in the development of oral and physical expression.

6.   To give young people opportunities to grow in social understanding and co-operation.

7.   To give children experience in thinking on their feet and expressing ideas fearlessly. 

Please Note the Following:

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU’s Code of Conduct (www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php) Violations will be reported to the Office of Student Standards.

Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to fully participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS).  All accommodations must be approved through OSDS.  Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-6583 to make an appointment.

Student Success Center: Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, text taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic achievement.  The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations.  To make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to Ninth Street Hall, Room 1302.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE/SUBJECT TO CHANGE:

Week 1 
Introduction to the course




Concentration Activities




I will be attending ACTF – No 




Class Wed & Fri
Week 2
No Class Monday 1/16: MLK Day



Continue Concentration Activities
Week 3-4
Developing Imagination


Week 5
Beginning Movement

Week 6-7
Project 1: Storytelling Activity




No Class Friday 2/17: Lincoln’s Birthday Observed

Week 8
Sound and Speech

Week 9
Sensitivity and Characterization




I will be at USITT – No Class Wed & Fri
3/13-3/17
SPRING BREAK

Week 10
Sensitivity and Characterization, cont.

Week 11-12
Project 2: Leader-Directed Activity

Week 13
Improvisation and Playbuilding
Week 14-15
Final Project Presentations
Tues. May 2
Final Exam Period




Journals Due



Finish Final Projects, if needed



12:30-2:30
Other Important Dates to Know:

Last day to withdraw from a course without a grade – January 23

Last day to withdraw from a course with a "W" grade – March 31

DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE ARTS PRODUCTIONS/EVENTS

AUDITIONS FOR SELKIE
The Theatre

January 17 at 6:30 p.m./Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. in The Globe Studio DFAC 1080

SEMINAR
The Black Box

March 1-4 at 7:30 p.m.

March 5 at 2 p.m.

SELKIE: BETWEEN LAND AND SEA
The Theatre

April 21-22 at 7:30 p.m.

April 22 at 2:00 p.m.

