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Congratulations to Mr. Kevin Jeanes who placed 3rd in this 

yearôs Broadcast Education Associationôs annual Festival of 

Media Arts, News Division, competition. 

Kevinôs TV weathercasts were in competition with over 300 

other schools such as Brigham Young, Arizona State, Elon 

University, Northwestern, Southern Illinois, Alabama, Lyndon 

State, North Carolina-CH, Marshall, Montana, and Oklahoma 

State.  More than 20 journalists from around the country 

judged the material! 

Kevin is a junior from Naperville, Illinois majoring in Geogra-

phy and Communication Studies.  He is also the undergradu-

ate director of EIU WeatherCenter in the Department of Geol-

ogy/Geography and a regular forecaster on WEIUs 

NewsWatch.  Beyond his studies at Eastern, he works with 

Geology/Geography instructor, Cameron Craig, on the docu-

mentary film, ñExpedition Natureôs Realm.ò 

Kevin Jeanes 

EIUWC Student Receives National Award for 

Weather Broadcast 
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Severe Weather Awareness Week: Watches and Warnings 

People have often misunderstood the differences between an 

issued watch and warning.  It is necessary for you to under-

stand the difference between the two.  This Climate Awareness 

Brochure is provided to inform you and your family of the differ-

ences between the two severe weather indicators.  A severe 

weather event is one that can produce damaging winds and 

hail.  It is important to educate children about the conditions 

that may arise in the atmosphere over their home when they 

are alone. Knowing the difference between a watch and a warn-

ing can mean the difference between life and death. 

Watches: Conditions are favorable for the development of Se-

vere Weather.  Keep an eye to the sky and listen to vital infor-

mation on NOAA Radios and your local media. 

Warnings: Severe weather has been sighted and reported to 

the local authorities.  Take shelter immediately in an interior 

room on the lowest level. 

Trouble viewing this email? Access the PDF version here. 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at cdcraig@eiu.edu. 

To cut printing costs and reduce waste that is expanding our landfills, EIUWC is now publishing 

ñIllinois Skiesò via email.  The newsletter is back after a long pause in publication.  The newslet-

ter features information, data, and what is happening in the Skies Above Illinois.  If you do not 

wish to receive our eNewsletter, simply send us an email and we will remove you from the list. 

EIUWC Environmentally Friendly Newsletter 

Severe Weather Awareness 

Week, March 2-8, 2008. 

COCORAHS Training Ses-

sion, March 3, 2008 at 

6:30pm in EIU WeatherCen-

ter, Physical Science Room 

3012. 

EIUWC Website 

Real-time Weather Data 

Charleston Forecast 

EIUWC Calendar & Bookmarks 

March 2-8, 2008 has been designated as Illinoisô Severe 

Weather Awareness Week.  During the week, communities 

will test their Emergency Broadcast System and Sirens.  Pub-

lic schools throughout Illinois will also have tornado drills to 

instruct students on what to do during a severe weather 

event.  To better prepare yourself in the event of severe 

weather, visit NWSô website for important information on how 

to protect your family from Natureôs Wrath this spring. 

Severe Weather Awareness Week Begins 

óExpedition Natureôs Realmô alters Studentsô Misconceptions 

ñWhere does your food come from?ò was the question asked in 

the recent installment of óExpedition Natureôs Realm,ô a docu-

mentary film series by Geology/Geography instructor, Cameron 

Craig, and student, Kevin Jeanes.  Many students answered 

the question with: a box, a can, a grocery store, or restaurant.  

To many watching the episode, it was a surprise to learn that 

their food came from a seed. 

Our food does come from a seed.  In fact, it is from a seed that 

we get beef, pork, and chicken as well as vegetables and fruit.  

The current problem in our world today, as scientists suggest, is 

the issue of agricultural degradation and the availability of water 

for future generations.   

The lands that we use for growing the food for a growing popu-

lation are dwindling as we expand our cities and continue to 

overuse fertilizers.  Moreover, the water resource we pump out 

of the ground is dwindling as well.  ñWater is becoming a tenu-

ous resource that is evident from the General Electric commer-

cial stating that they desalinize water,ò Bharath Ganesh Babu 

states in the film.  A seed requires water to grow into maturity.  

If there is a lack of water for the seed to grow, where will our 

food come from? 

ñItôs not unusual to have climatic variation.ò states William 

Dando, Ph.D., ñWhat is abnormal today is the speed and the 

speed of climatic change and variation that is occurring on the 

surface of the Earth today.ò  As our current global climate con-

tinues to warm, we will see a ñmajor shift in the agricultural ge-

ography of the world.ò 

After watching the episode, students in Weather & Climate be-

gan asking questions about the future of food production and 

water availabilityða change in their attitude towards the envi-

ronment.  When students were shown an image of the Aral Sea 

in 1989 that pictured a sea full of water and an image of the sea 

significantly drained from 2001, their jaws dropped.  ñHow does 

this affect us,ò a student asked.  ñLast summer, Lake Superiorôs 

water level dropped significantly due to the lack of precipita-

tion,ò Craig replied to his students.  ñThis situation will continue 

to be a problem that we will need to acknowledge.ò 

Studentsô ideas about a comfortable world where water and 

food is plentiful is changingðevidence that students are be-

coming more aware of the problems that face our natural envi-

ronment. 

You can watch the re-broadcast of óThe Fields of Plenty,ô March 

27th on WEIU-TV at 6pm. 

óExpedition Natureôs Realmô 
explores Where your Food 
Comes From 

Visit Tempestas et Caelum Productions for more information 

ILLINOIS SKIES 

Weather Review: February 24-March 1 

Get more climate data from our Archives 

Day Max Temp Min Temp Mean* Precip 

20080224 36.2 24.4 30.3 0.00ò 

20080225 35.6 31.6 33.6 0.19ò 

20080226 35.5 22.7 29.1 0.04ò 

20080227 26.4 20.6 23.5 0.00ò 

20080228 34.1 16.5 25.3 0.06ò 

20080229 44.3 31.8 38.1 0.01ò 

20080301 48.8** 33.4** 41.1** 0.00ò** 

 48.8 16.5 31.3 0.30ò 

* Calculated mean (Tmx + Tmn / 2). 
** EIU1 was down, therefore, EIU4 data were used. 

Climate Outlook for March 2008 

A strong La Nina episode is cur-

rently taking place in the equato-

rial region of the Pacific Ocean.  

The result of this strong phase for 

our region is above normal tem-

peratures and above normal pre-

cipitation amounts for the month 

of March. 

A cold La Nina episode occurs 

when equatorial Trade winds be-

come strong from the east.  The 

western Pacific near Australia 

experiences wet and warm condi-

tions while the central Pacific is 

dry and cool.  The influence on 

the United States during this 

phase is that the Northwest Pa-

cific and Ohio Valley experiences 

wetter conditions while the south-

ern third is drier and warmer than 

normal. 
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Read the Entire Article for Complete Information 

Climate the Week Ahead: March 2-March 8 

Day Rec Max Rec Min 30-Y Mean Rec Prcp 

20080302 76/1992 -3/1925 47/28 1.80/1945 

20080303 77/1992 -4/1943 47/29 1.76/1953 

20080304 78/1983 0/1978 47/29 1.95/1897 

20080305 75/1983 -8/1960 48/29 2.18/1963 

20080306 75/1956 -14/1960 48/30 1.70/1945 

20080307 81/1974 -1/1899 48/30 2.24/1995 

20080308 80/2000 -6/1943 49/30 1.49/1942 

Climate Statistics for March 

Avg Temp: 42.2F Avg Prcp: 3.49ò Avg Snow: 3.0ò  
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