
Subject Area:  Study Skills/Learning Strategies 

Grade Level:  7th to 12th

Title of Instructional Method:  Cornell Method of Note Taking Skills 

Description of Instructional Method:  The Cornell method is a two-column format in 

which a paper is folded lengthwise with approximately one third of the space on the left 

of the fold for the recording of main ideas, and the remaining two thirds of the space on 

the right of the fold for recording details.  

 

VIDEO CLIP:  www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/videos/index.html

 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/%7Eacskills/videos/index.html
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“How-To” Information:  The instructor will first need to be familiar with the Cornell 
Method.  Once familiarized, the instructor will introduce the method to the students.  The 
instructor will need to show a demonstration of how to set up and use the method.  For 
more in depth detail the instructor will show an example piece.  For practice the 
instructor will give all students the same practice exercise.  To ensure the students 
understand the method the instructor will review the details of the Cornell Method. 
Implication for Practice/Other Considerations:  Advantages that were found using the 
Cornell Method include organized and systematic for recording and reviewing notes, easy 
format for pulling out major concept and ideas, simple and efficient, saves time and 
effort, and "Do-it-right-in-the-first-place" system.  Through our research we did not find 
any disadvantages.  The Cornell Method can be used in any lecture situation. 
 
Additional Links: 
www.byu.edu/stlife/cdc/learning/note-tak.php
www.clt.cornell.edu/campus/learn/SSWorkshops/SKResources.html
www.bucks.edu/~specpop/Cornl-ex.htm
http://www.ulc.psu.edu/studyskills/Packets/Cornell%20Note%20Taking.doc
http://www.clt.cornell.edu/campus/learn/LSC%20Resources/cornellsystem.pdf
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