
PHI 3012 Philosophy of Love and Sex 
Eastern Illinois University 

Online Fall 2017 
 
Professor:  Dr. Teresa Britton 
 
Email: Use d2l mailer:  tbritton 
 
Format:  Online 
 

Since this is a fully “technology delivered” (online) course all 
instructor contact is distance-friendly:   video - such as skype, 
phone calls, d2l mail. 

 
Required Texts from EIU Textbook Rental: 
 

Raja Halwani Philosophy of Love and Sex 
 
Alan Sobel, et. Al. The Philosophy of Sex: Contemporary 
Readings 
 
Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

 
Course Description 
 

This course examines the nature of sex and love including the 
topics of love itself, marriage, sexual preference, the nature 
of romantic and sexual relationships, pornography, and many 
other topics.  

 
Course Objectives 
 
Develop one’s own view on the meaning and nature of human 
sexuality 
Develop understanding of and perspective on other’s sexuality 



Develop more sophisticated moral reasoning related to sexuality 
Develop critical thinking and writing skills 
 
Course Grade:  
 
Discussion 30% 
Midterm Exam 25% 
Final Exam 25% 
Term Paper 20% 
 
(First Week Quiz: part of week one discussion grade extra credit) 
 
Separate Documents Explain Discussion, Exam and Term 
Paper Requirements in Detail 
 
Topics and Readings:   
Check D2l Newsfeed for Minor Changes to this schedule as we go.   
 
Week 1:  Introductions, Syllabus and Philosophy of Sex and Love?  
Reading Assignment: Analytic Categories of the Philosophy of Sex 
(Essay 1) 
 
Week 2:  Philosophy of Sex and Love 
 
Analytic Categories of the Philosophy of Sex (Essay 1)  
 
Week 3: The Nature of Love 
 
Halwani, Chapters One and Two 
 
Week 4:  The Nature of Love II 
 
Halwani, Chapters Two and Three 
 
Week 5: The Nature of Sex I 



  
Are We Having Sex Now or What (Essay 2) 
Plain Sex (Essay 5) 
Halwani, Chapter 5 (skim) 
 
Week 6: The Nature of Sex II  
 
Sexual Perversion (Essay 3) 
Sex in the Head (Essay 7) 
 
Week 7:  Midterm Exam 
 
Weeks 8 & 9:  Marriage & Gender Roles 
 
Halwani Chapters 9 and 10 
Dante (Online) 
Yellow Wallpaper (book) 
 
Week 10:  Gay Marriage – Christian Marriage 
 
In Defense of Same Sex Marriage (essay 10) 
Gary Divorce:  Thoughts on the Legal Regulation of Marriage 
(essay 11) 
Reading TBA 
 
Week 11:  Sex and Love Addiction 
 
Readings TBA 
 
Week 12: Transgender Issues 
 
Transwoman and the Meaning of `Woman’ (Essay 14) 
Trans Persons, Cisgender Persons, and Gender Identities (Essay 
15) 
 



 Week 13:  Sexual Objectification/Sexual Violence  
 
Sexual Exploitation and the Value of Persons (Essay 17) 
Sexual Use (Essay 18) 
Surviving Sexual Violence (Essay 27) 
 
Week 14: Perversion, Sexual Orientation and Fantasy 
 
Halwani Chapter 8 
“What is Sexual Orientation?” (Essay 12) 
More Reading TBA 
 
Week 15:   Prep for Final Exam and Paper 
 
Academic integrity & Plagiarism Policy 
 
 Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity 
and conduct as defined in EIU's Code of Conduct 
(http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php).  Violations 
will be reported to the Office of Student Standards. 
 
It is never advisable to use internet sites as a reference for 
coursework in this class.  Use the textbook, lecture and 
recommended books at the end of the chapters or other sources 
pre-approved. Document sources in written work. D2l dropbox 
contains plagiarism checking software.  Any event of plagiarism 
will result in an F in this course.   
  
Students with Disabilities  
 
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of 
accommodations to fully participate in this class, please contact the 
Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS).  All 
accommodations must be approved through OSDS.  Please stop by 
Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-6583. 

http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php


  
The Student Success Center  
 
 Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals 
are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center 
(www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, test 
taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and 
other skills to support academic achievement.  The Student 
Success Center provides individualized consultations.  To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 
1302. 
  
 
If you need assistance with D2L, call D2L Support toll free at 1-
877-325-7778. Support is available 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.  Email and Chat options are also available on the "My 
Home" page after logging in to D2L. Other D2L resources 
including a D2L Orientation course for students are available 
on the same page. For technical questions regarding other software, 
hardware, network issues, EIU NetID/password, or Panthermail, 
contact the ITS Helpdesk at 217-581-4357 during regular business 
hours or submit a help ticket at https://techsupport.eiu.edu/.  
 

http://www.eiu.edu/~success

