
Fall 2009          JOU 2950-002, Introduction to Visual Communications

Instructor: Doug Lawhead, 2616 Buzzard Hall, 581-8368, rdlawhead@eiu.edu, Office hours by appointment.
Class Website:  http://www.eiu.edu/~jou2950

ÒThe question is not what you look at, but what you see.Ó
             ~Henry David Thoreau~

The objective of this course  is to provide students with a working knowledge of the fundamentals of visual communica-
tion through the use of photojournalism and the graphic design of journalistic media. While these skills are crucial to all 
journalists they are especially important for page designers, new media designers, videographers, photojournalists and 
editors. To achieve this objective students should be able, at the conclusion of the semester, to:

¥ demonstrate the ability to understand and utilize f/stops and shutter speeds (mid-term, photo assign -
ments)
¥ demonstrate the ability to understand and utilize depth of field and convey motion in a still photograph 
(blur, pan, freeze) (mid-term, photo assignments)
¥ demonstrate the ability to use  and apply ethical standards related to 
the publication of visual images (mid-term, photo assignments, in-class 
exercises)
¥ demonstrate the ability to write journalistic photo captions  (photo 
assignments)
¥ demonstrate an understanding and application of basic compositional 
devices and theories (mid-term, photo assignments, inclass exercises)
¥ demonstrate the ability to shoot  basic journalistic images and a basic 
photo essay  (photo assignments, in-class exercises)
¥ demonstrate the ability to use photo editing and layout software (mid-
term, photo assignments, in-class exercises)
¥ demonstrate an understanding of  type (fonts, application, x-height, 
tracking, kerning and how to combine type faces)  (mid-term, photo assignments, in-class exercises)
¥ demonstrate the ability to combine photographs, graphics and text in a layout  (mid-term, photo assign -
ments, in-class exercises)
¥ demonstrate an understanding of visual communication and design theory (mid-term, photo assignments, 
in-class exercises)
¥ demonstrate an understanding of the design concepts of (1) contrast, (2) proximity, (3) alignment and (4) 
repetition.  (mid-term, photo assignments, in-class exercises)
¥ demonstrate a sensitivity to diverse cultures and populations in journalistic decision making (mid-term, 
photo assignments, in-class exercises)

The instructor reserves the right to modify the requirements of this class as necessary during 
the course of the semester in order to achieve the objectives of this class.
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Attendance  and class participation and policies:
Attendance is not only important and expected; it is vital to your success in this class. Be on time .  If you are not in the 
classroom when attendance is taken you will be marked as absent or tardy. You are expected to contribute to the class by 
asking questions and participating in class discussions and activities. I do not accept assignments via e-mail. If you are 
not here you will not do well in the course. Do not expect extra help if you are not willing to come to class and participate.
An absence from any class meeting will be excused only with a written medical excuse from a doctor or Student Health 
Services, or with an absence excused by the university. Three or more un-excused absences will result in a lowering of 
your final grade for the class by at least one letter grade. More than three unexcused absences will result in your final 
grade being reduced by two or more letter grades. Attendance will be taken daily at the beginning of class. No make up 
quizzes or tests are given if you miss a Òpop quizÓ or any other test due to an un-excused absence.

Student Code of Ethics:
There is absolutely no room in the journalism community for anyone who lacks high ethical standards, and so it shall be in 
this class. Therefore, students must adhere to the following:

1. All work must be the original work of the student submitting the work. Any act of plagiarism is a violation of the 
universityÕs student academic code of ethics and will result in an immediate failing grade for the class. Violations 
will also be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs.
2. Work from previous classes taken by the student, or work for a different class taken during the same semester 
as this class is not eligible for submission in this class. Violation of this rule is a violation of the universityÕs student 
academic code of ethics and will result in an immediate failing grade for the class. Violations will also be reported 
to the Office of Judicial Affairs.
3. All photos submitted must be taken during the current semester.
4. Photos from a previous assignment for this class, including photos taken as part of a previous assignment but 
not submitted for that assignment, may not be submitted for a current assignment.
5. Eastern Illinois University is committed to the learning process and academic integrity that is defined 
in the Student Conduct Code (1.1). To encourage original and authentic written work, any written assign -
ment created in this course may be submitted for review to Turnitin.com and will become a searchable 
document within the Turnitin-protected and restricted use database.

Failure to comply with these ethical standards will result in disciplinary action that may include, but is not limited to, lower-
ing of the grade for the assignment, failure of the class and expulsion from the class or university.

Communications devices:
Use of cell phones, pagers and other communications devices is strictly forbidden during class. All such devices must be 
placed in silent mode or turned off while class is in progress. Students should not use these devices during class. Stu-
dents who disrupt class with the use of these devices risk the following:

1. A verbal warning in class for the first violation of this class rule.
2. Being asked to leave the class or confiscation of the device until the end of the class session for a second vio-
lation of this class rule.
3. Being asked to leave class for the remainder of the class session and a reduction of 50 points from the final 
class score for a third violation of this class rule. This penalty will be repeated for any additional violations of this 
rule.

Students with disabilities:
Students who need assistance should notify the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) for answers to questions concern-
ing accommodations, auxiliary learning aids, and physical accessibility. Diagnostic information regarding the disability 
must be submitted so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged.

Textbooks: 
Start with a Digital Camera, 2nd Edition, by John Odam and Graphic Communications Today, 4th
Edition, by Ryan & Conover. A number of handouts will be distributed. It is in your best interest to save these handouts.
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Supplies:
The Journalism Department will make available a limited number of digital cameras.   Use of these cameras is a 
privilege, not a right.   If you: misuse, damage, or return a camera late, it may result in the suspension of your 
access privileges to the cameras. YOU ARE FINANCIALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CAMERA YOU CHECK OUT.  

You will be provided with one USB Òkey driveÓ.  You should consider buying your own USB Òkey driveÓ or a CD-RW  as an 
additional backup for your work.

Assignments:
You will be given a number of photographic assignments in this class, including a Final photo project. Unless otherwise
stated, all assignments are due at the beginning of the class on the days they are due. In addition you will be required to
do a multiple photo (photo story) project or participate in a cooperative effort with a journalism feature writing class project
as part of your final exam. There will be announced and unannounced quizzes, a written mid-term and final exam in this 
class.
No make up quizzes are given if you miss a Òpop quiz.Ó At the end of the semester you have the option of turning
in one ÒmulliganÓ of any one of the single photo assignments to better your grade for that assignment. Only an assignment 
turned in on time may be used as a mulligan.

Deadline for Photographic Assignments: 
As stated above, assignments are due at the beginning of class on the days that they are designated as ÒdueÓ.  
Work submitted late will be penalized one full letter grade.  Assignments submitted after one day will receive a 
grade of "F." No exceptions will be made unless pre-approved  by this instructor. Emailed assignments will not be 
accepted.

Photo Notebook:
You are expected to keep a separate photo notebook for this class.  In it you will keep notes about the photos you take for 
this class. These notes should include a record of the ISO, exposure settings and notations about the lighting conditions, 
weather, and other factors relevant to the exposure.  Make sure you date your material. These notebooks will be collected 
at various times during the semester. You may receive up to 25 points each time the notebooks are collected if your notes 
are complete and in good order.

Adopt-a-Photographer:
In addition to your photo project you will be asked to Òadopt a photographerÓ. It is your task to choose one professional 
photographer and clip, or photocopy, 10 examples of his/her photos. You are to mount them on a sheet of typing paper 
and TYPE a paragraph discussing each photo as an example of Photojournalism. In addition, you will provide a two-three 
page typed critique of the photographerÕs overall work that is based on the knowledge you will have learned in this class. 
This project is due at the beginning of the last regularly scheduled meeting of the class. A handout detailing this assign-
ment will be provided later this semester.

Submission Requirements for Photographic Assignments:
You will be shown how to turn in your photo assignments electronically via a drop-box server.  All assignments must be 
submitted WITH CAPTIONS written in the AP style.

Class Communications:
When not in the classroom I will use several means of communication with you during the semester. The primary means
is email. I will use only your OFFICIAL EIU email account when sending email to you.
Grades, the class calendar, syllabus and notices will be posted on WebCT.
A class website for JOU 2950 is at http://www.eiu.edu/~jou2950 . This site will be accessible via a link
in the class WebCT area. Instructional podcasts, lecture presentations, student photos of the week and other materials will
be available here.
And finally, I use Facebook.com. as a communications tool so donÕt be shocked if you get a request from me to add you to
my Facebook friends. Feel free to add me to your list. (Who says we canÕt have a little fun while we learn???)
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Grading Scale:
Photo Notebook
Photo Assignments (8 x 100)
Captions Assignment
Lighting paper
Quizzes (2 x 50) *
Midterm
Adopt a Photographer
Final Project
Participation / Professionalism #

Total

100 pts. total
800 pts. total
100 pts.
100 pts. total
100 pts. total *
200 pts.
150 pts.
250 pts.
200 pts. #
2000 pts.

A 100-92%
B 91-84% 
C 83-78% 
D 77-70%
F 69-0%

*  Quiz total does not include possible Òpop quizzes.Ó
# Partcipation / Professionalism points are awarded on an all or none basis. For ex-
ample, if you have more than three unexcused class absences you do not receive 
any of these points.

Class Schedule:

Aug. 24  Introduction to course   
Aug. 26  Your brain, eyes and how you see. What makes a good photo.

Aug. 31  F/stops and Shutter speeds, what are they and what do they do?
Sept. 2  Quiz 1. How to use your Digital Camera and download photos to the computer (In class LAB)
  (Portrait One Assignment) READ CH. 3, 5

Sept. 7   No Class, Labor Day 
Sept. 9  Introduction to Adobe Photoshop

Sept. 14 Lab: Shoot Òfreeze-pan-blurÓ assignment 2 and download to computer.
Sept. 16 Photo Captions discussion and exercise. Lab for assignments 1 and 2
   
Sept. 21 Quiz 2. Lab for assignments 1 and 2. Both due at end of class.
Sept. 23 Critique: FPB & Portrait. Assignment #3 (News Combo) & Assignment #4 (enterprise) given. 

Sept. 28 Lab for Photos 3 & 4
Sept. 30 Lab for Photos 3 & 4
     
Oct. 5  Lighting Exercise Ch.4, Photos 3 & 4 Due.   
Oct. 7  No class
    
Oct. 12  Lighting Exercise. Adopt a Photographer assignment given.
Oct. 14  Lighting paper due.

Oct. 19  Critique assignment #3 & 4. Assignment #5 (Sports Photography) given. Mid Term Review.
Oct. 21  Mid-Term exam. Introduction to graphic design. Combining Text with photos (Advanced Photoshop).
  Introduction to InDesign. Read Ch. 11.

Oct. 26  No Class (Between now and the next class, go to www.newsu.org,
  register, enroll in the class ÒHandling Race and EthnicityÓ and take the course.)
Oct. 28  Video

Nov. 2  Photo 5 (sports) due.  Assignment #6-7 given (CD Cover). Critique photos 5. Diversity discussion.
Nov. 4  Lab (Final project assignment given... what is a photo story?)

Nov. 9  Assignment #8 given (Photo Illustration). Final project topics due.
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Nov. 11  Assignment # 6-7 due. Read chapter 12.

Nov. 16  Assignment #8 due. Critique assignment # 6-7. (Between now and the next class, go to www.newsu.org,
  enroll in the class ÒHandling Horrible Images: A NewsU Webinar ReplayÓ and take the course.)
Nov. 18  Ethics Exercise. Critique assignment # 8.

Nov. 30  Photo Lab for photo essay (for final project)
Dec. 2  Photo Lab for photo essay (for final project)

Dec. 7  Final project (Photo Story) due.  
Dec. 9  Adopt a Photographer due. This is the last day of class. 

Dec. 14  Final Exam 5:15-7:15 p.m. 
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