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Core Survey History & 

Background

• Created in late 1980’s 

• U.S. Department of Education's 
Fund for the Improvement of 
Postsecondary Education 
(FIPSE)Program Evaluation

• Revised very little over the past 
25+ years

• IHEC used the Long Form Version 
2 –

Core Survey History and 

Background

• Core Surveys quantify and 

document:

– college students' 

attitudes, perceptions, and 

opinions about alcohol and drugs. 

– behaviors of actual AOD use

– consequences of use. 
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Core Primary Audiences

• The target audiences of Core survey 

results include:

• College presidents

• Administrators

• Health and wellness promotion

• Counselors,

• others student life professionals

• Faculty.

Trust in the Core Institute 

– Trust the Survey

• Core survey is established

• Core survey is extensively used

– Needs assessment

– Trend Evaluation

– Research

• Is anonymous

• Results are fairly consistent 
over time

Limitations

• Core is cross-sectional

• You will not be able to survey 
everyone

• Despite efforts to streamline process, 
some differences in administration 
occur from institution to institution

• No single survey provides an entire 
picture. 

• Different measures will provide 
different results
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Why You Most Likely 

Administer the Core

Strategic Prevention 

Framework

SAMHSA (2016)

Core Data can Help in 

Assessment
• Identify student use

• Identify negative 
related consequences

• Identify student 
perceptions, beliefs, 
and attitudes

• Identify student 
protective factors

• Identify 
environmental/socio
ecological issues

• Identify possible 
policy issues
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Student Use - Alcohol

Student Use -

Marijuana

Student Use – Other 

Illicit Drugs
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Negative Consequences

Student Perceptions -

Alcohol

Student Perceptions –

Other Drugs
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Protective Factors

Identifies Possible Policy 

Issues (Q43)

Core Data can Help in 

Capacity Building
• Provide data as proof

• Clarifies strengths/ 

weaknesses

• Publicizes need

• Builds unity

• Justifies efforts

• DFSCA Compliance 

/Biennial Review

• Grant Proposal 

Writing



6/15/2016

7

Capacity Building

• Who do you currently share 
your results with?

• Is what you provide what they 
actually need to move forward?

• Who should you be providing 
your data with?

• How can you better share your 
results

Core Data Can Help in 

Program Planning

• Help identify subpopulations at risk

• Helps identify location

• Help guide identification of 

strategies/methods to address problems

Identifying At-Risk 

Subpopulations
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Identifying At-Risk 

Subpopulations

Identifying Location/Context

NIAAA College AIM 
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College AIM Strategies
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College AIM Strategies

College AIM Strategies

College AIM Strategies
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College AIM Strategies

College AIM Strategies
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College AIM Strategy 

Info

Core Data Can Help in 

Evaluation

• Changes in BAVPB

• Benchmarking Evaluation

• Trend Evaluation
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Comparing Your Data
• Looking at results longitudinally

Comparing Your Data
• Core Survey 2014 – Illinois

– Anticipated release late summer 
2016

• Core Survey 2016 – Illinois

– Anticipated release fall 2016

• Core Survey – National

– http://core.siu.edu/_common/doc
uments/2011%20-%202013.pdf

• NCHA

– http://www.acha-
ncha.org/pubs_rpts.html

Key Questions –

Eyeballing the Data

• What are your first impressions of your 

data?

• What does your data suggest in terms of 

campus strengths

• What does your data suggest in terms of 

campus weaknesses

• What key themes seem to be immerging

http://core.siu.edu/_common/documents/2011 - 2013.pdf
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Data Reports

• Cross Tabulations

– Generally descriptive statistics

– Male, Female, Overall

• Executive Summary

– Generally Descriptive

– Will have some 

inferential/nonparametric 

comparisions

Analyzing Your Own 

Data

• Probably the strongest 

application

• You can attempt to answer 

questions pertinent to your 

campus

• Allows you to better cut the 

data

Types of Data Analysis

• Descriptive Statistics

• Non-parametic statistics

• Inferential

• Univariate

• Multivariate
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Cutting the Data
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Caution with N sizes
• Situation 1: Heavy 

episodic drinking.

– 1954/16566 = ~12%

• Situation 2: Heavy 

episodic drinking 

among self-identified 

LGBTA

– 239/1250 LGBTQA 

students  = ~19%

• Situation 3: Heavy 

episodic drinking 

among self-identified 

LGBTQA students who 

are non-degree enrolled

– 3/10 = ~30%
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Average Drinks/Week by 

Student Athletic 

Participation
• Not Involved 

significantly < than 
other 3 groups

• Attended – sig.> 
not involved; sig. < 
leader

• Active – sig > not 
involved; sig < 
leader

• Leader – sig > all 3 
other groups
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Average Drinks/Week by 

LGBTQA Student Athletic 

Participation
• Leader – sig > all 3 

other groups

• No other 

differences

• N = 1188

– NI = 1055

– Attend = 75

– Active = 41

– Leader = 17
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Data and the Big 

Picture

• Data as Problem Definition

• Data as Proof

• Data as Monitoring and 
Surveillance

• Data as Justification of On-Going 
or New Activities

Themba (2003)

Questions?
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All of this information 

and MORE can be 

found on our website: 

www.eiu.edu/ihec
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