The Tarble Arts Center’s Mission Statement reads, 

“The mission of the Tarble Arts Center is to engender appreciation for the involvement in the arts, especially the visual arts, as a major arts resource for the people of the east-central Illinois and Eastern Illinois University through the presentation of temporary exhibitions and community-based educational and outreach activities.  A division of the College of Arts & Humanities at Eastern Illinois University, the Tarble Arts Center has a mandate to collect, preserve, exhibit, and interpret the university’s permanent collection of the art and to support the educational mission of the university.”

The proposed exhibit will fulfill this mission in two distinct ways.  First it will introduce the public to folk art, a component of the visual arts, showing it ability to serve as an interpretive object and hopefully resulting in a better understanding and appreciation of the form.  Secondly, it will utilize the Center’s pre-existing collection of folk art, allowing the organization to become more familiar with its present holdings through in-depth analysis.


Preliminary surveys have indicated a severely skewed understanding of folk art by the Tarble’s general public.  As previously stated, this exhibit will hopefully result in a more comprehensive picture of folk art and its place within local society.  The exhibit will define folk art for the audience as well as highlight its potential for interpretation in the Humanities.  


The project as a whole will benefit the design team by introducing them to the exhibition process as well as forcing them to tackle the difficult task of defining folk art as an art form.  
