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This course will provide a survey of American history from c. 1492 – 1787. Particular emphasis will be placed upon the contact of cultures in North America and the interaction among Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans. We will also study the transformation of culture and the development of social and political institutions in this three-century period.


The course format will be entirely discussion. You will be required to read each week’s assignment before coming to class and to participate in the weekly discussion. Each student will lead class discussion twice class during the semester (depending upon registration two students may be assigned to led a particular class discussion).  Discussion leaders must submit questions they plan to pose during the discussion to me via email no later than by noon the Monday before the class in which they will lead discussion.


To ensure that the class is exposed to a wide selection of readings, each week one student will be responsible for writing a two-page synopsis of an article from a list I will provide. Synopses should email to the entire class and myself by 5 PM on Tuesday. Each student will write two article synopses.

Students are required to write three 5-6 page (approximately 1,250-1,500 words) papers over the course of the semester. These papers should be spaced out over the semester, with the first paper turned in by September 24, the second October 29, and the third by December 10. Each of these papers should be analytical, rather than descriptive; beyond that, the precise topic is up to you. Extensions will be given only under unusual circumstances. 

Any student with a document disability who needs special accommodations should contact me within the first two weeks of the semester. 


Texts Available From Textbook Rental:

Katz, Murrin & Greenberg, Colonial America: Essays in Politics and Social   Development.
Daniel K. Richter, Facing East from Indian Country.

Peter Wood, Black Majority: Negroes in Colonial South Carolina, From 1670 through the Stono Rebellion.

Kenneth A. Lockridge, A New England Town: The First Hundred Years: Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736.

Lois Green Carr, Russell Menard and Lorena Walsh, Robert Cole’s World: Agriculture and Society in Early Maryland. 

Texts Available from Reserve, Booth Library: 

Bernard Bailyn, The Peopling of British North America: A n Introduction.

Richard Dunn, Sugar and Slaves: The Rise of the Planter Class in the English 

West Indies.

Winthrop D. Jordan, White over Black.

Robert A. Gross, The Minutemen and Their World.
James Lemon, The Best Poor Man's Country: A Geographical Study of Early Southern

Pennsylvania.

Mary Beth Norton, In the Devil’s Snare.

Marylnn Salmon, Women and the Law of Property in Early America.
Peter Thompson, Rum, Punch & Revolution: Taverngoing & Public Life in Eighteenth-Century Philadelphia


Articles Available from on-line databases or Electronic Reserve:


In addition, articles listed in the week’s readings can be accessed through on-line databases or Booth Library’s electronic reserve (ER).


Julianna Barr, “From Captives to Slaves: Commodyifying Indian Women in the Borderlands,” Journal of American History 92 (June 2005): 19-46 (ER and History Cooperative). 
Philip D. Morgan, “British Encounters with Africans and African-Americans, circa 1600-1780” in Bernard Bailyn and Philip D. Morgan, Strangers within the Realm (1991), 157-219 (ER). 

Charles R. Foy, “Seeking Freedom in the Atlantic,” Early American Studies 4:1 (Fall 2006): 44-77 (Project Muse). 
The weekly reading assignments are as follows:

August 27

Week 1:
Introduction

September 3

Week 2:
Migration

Readings:
Bailyn, The Peopling of British North America; Peyter N. Moogk, “Reluctant Exiles: Emigrants from France in Canada before 1760,” in Colonial America, 90-130.syllabu

September 10

Week 3:
Colonial America: A Development Model




Readings:
Greene, Pursuit of Happiness
September 17

Week 4:
New England

Readings:
Lockridge, A New England Town; Philip J. Greven, Jr., “Family Structure in Seventeenth-Century Andover,” in Colonial America, 199-218.
September 24

Week 5:
The Chesapeake




Readings:
Carr, Robert Cole’s World





First Paper Due 

October 1

Week 6:
The Middle Colonies

Readings:
Lemon, The Best Poor Man’s Country: A Geographical Study of Early Southern Pennsylvania; Barry J. Levy, “’Tender Plants’: Quaker Farmers and Children in the Delaware Valley, 1681-1735,” in Colonial America, 240-268.
October 8

Week 7:
West Indies 

Readings:
Dunn, Sugar and Slaves: The Rise of the Planter Class in the English West Indies, 1624-1713
October 15

Week 8:
Native American-European Contact


Readings:
Richter, Facing East from Indian Country; Virginia DeJohn Anderson, “King Philip’s Herds: Indians, Colonists, and the Problem of Livestock in Early New-England,” in Colonial America, 329-354.
October 22

Week 9:
Slavery

Readings:
Jordan, White Over Black, Parts 1-3; Philip D. Morgan “Social Transactions between Whites and Blacks,” Colonial America, 556-592.
October 29

Week 10: 
Women

Readings:
Salmon, Women and the Law of Property in Early America; Louis G. Carr and Lorena S. Walsh, “The Planter’s Wife: The Experience of White Women in Seventeenth-Century Maryland” in Colonial America, 154-181.






Second Paper Due
November 5
Week 11:
Religion in Colonial America
 Readings:
Norton, In the Devil’s Snare; Gregory Evans     Dowd, “The Indians Great Awakening,” in Colonial America, 636-663. 
November 12

Week 12: 
Mobility in Colonial America

Readings:
Morgan, “British Encounters with Africans and African-Americans, circa 1600-1780”; Foy, “Seeking Freedom in the Atlantic.”
November 19

Week 13:
Class and Popular Culture

Readings:
Thompson, Rum, Punch & Revolution

November 26:

THANKSGIVING BREAK.

Dec. 3


Week 14: 
The Seven Years War

Readings:
Eligha Gould, Persistence of Empire.

Dec. 10

Week 15:
The American Revolution

Readings:
Gross, The Minutemen and Their World 





Third Paper Due
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