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EDUCATION:

2008

Ph. D., History, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ. 

Dissertation: “Ports of Slavery, Ports of Freedom: How Slaves Used Northern Seaports’ Maritime Industry to Escape and Create Trans-Atlantic Identities, 1713-1783.” Dissertation Advisor: Jan Ellen Lewis

2002

M.A., History, Rutgers University, Newark, NJ. 

1979

J.D., Pace University School of Law, White Plains, NY

1976

B.A., History, Rutgers College, New Brunswick, NJ.

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS


2008-present
Assistant Professor, Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL

Courses: Early American History (graduate seminar); Atlantic History (graduate seminar); Colonial America to 1763 (upper division seminar); Revolutionary America (upper division seminar); Slavery and Freedom (lower level lecture); and History of the United States to 1877 (survey).

2003

Instructor, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ



Course:
 History of Colonial America (upper level seminar),
2003

Instructor, Rutgers University, Newark, NJ 



Course:
Development of United States History I (survey).

2003-4

Teaching Assistant, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ



Courses: Development of United States History I & II (survey).

2001-2

Teaching Assistant, Rutgers University, Newark NJ



Course: Introduction to British History (survey).

1985-87
Adjunct Professor, Fordham University School of Law, NY, NY



Course: Urban Law Clinic (upper level litigation clinic). 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Articles/Chapters:

“‘Found on Board’: Eighteenth-Century Prize Negroes,” in Slavery and Abolition special maritime slavery issue, 2010, forthcoming.
“Self-Emancipation in the Atlantic, 1772-1783” in Atlantic Emancipations (University of Georgia Press), forthcoming.

“Hidden Lives: Elderly Cooks, Powder Boys, and Fugitive Slaves among Eighteenth Century Anglo-American Naval Crews,” in Proceedings of the 2007 Naval History Symposium (Annapolis, MD: United States Naval Institute Press, 2009), 266-278.
“Uncovering Hidden Lives: Developing a Database of Mariners in the Black Atlantic,” Common-place, Jan. 2009 (www.common-place.org).
“Possibilities & Limits for Freedom: Maritime Fugitives in British North America, ca. 1713-1783,” in Gender, Race, Ethnicity, and Power in Maritime America (Mystic, CT: Mystic  Seaport, 2008):  43-54. 

“Seeking Freedom in the Atlantic World, 1713-1783,” Early American Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 4:1 (Spring 2006): 46-77. 

“Seas of Freedom: How New York’s Maritime Industry Provided Opportunities for Slaves to Escape Bondage,” Seaport, (Winter 2003-2004): 24-31.

Reviews:

David Brion Davis, Inhuman Bondage, Pennsylvania Magazine, forthcoming.
Marcus Rediker, “The Slave Ship: A Human Story,” Journal of Maritime History, forthcoming.

Simon Middleton and Billy G. Smith, “Class Matters: Early North America and the Atlantic World,” Journal of the Early Republic 27:2 (Summer 2009): 168-171.

Emma Christopher, Cassandra Pybus and Marcus Rediker (eds.), “Many Middle Passages: Forced Migration and the Making of the Modern World,” Journal of the Early Republic 28:3 (Fall 2008): 474-477.
FELLOWSHIPS/AWARDS:

2009:

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History Fellowship, NY, NY.

2009:

Eastern Illinois University Proposal Initiative Fund, “Colored Mariner Database.”

2009:

Eastern Illinois University Undergraduate Research Faculty Sponsor.

2009:

Eastern Illinois University College of Arts and Sciences Travel Grant.

2007-8

Andrew W. Mellon/American Council of Learned Societies Dissertation Completion Fellowship. 

2006-7

Friends of MCEAS Fellow, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, Philadelphia, PA

2005

Caird Library Fellowship, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, England.

2004 

Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship, Library Company of Philadelphia, PA

2004

Paul Cuffe Memorial Fellowship, Mystic Seaport, Mystic, CT

2004

Daughters of the American Revolution, NJ Chapter, Graduate Student Award

2002-6 

History Department Fellowships, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ

2001-2 

Walter Russell Fellowship, Rutgers University, Newark, NJ, 2001-2002

PAPERS/PRESENTATIONS:

“Waterways of Freedom: Eighteenth-Century Maritime Escape Routes,” Dublin Seminar on New England Folklife, Deerfield, MA, June 15, 2009.

“Uncovering The Multi-National Black Atlantic Using the Colored Mariner Database,” Society of Early Americanists 6th Biennial Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda, March 5, 2009.
“Freedom in Revolutionary Philadelphia: James Forten and Stephen Decatur’s Prize Negroes,” Eastern Illinois University History Department Colloquium, Jan. 21, 2009. 
“Coerced Maritime Labor: Dark-Skinned Mariners As Prize Goods, 1738-1783” Columbia University Early American History and Culture Seminar, Nov. 11, 2008. 
“Freedom in Revolutionary Philadelphia: James Forten and Stephen Decatur’s Prize Negroes,” Society of Historians of the Early Republic Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA, July 20, 2008.

“Self-Emancipation in the Atlantic, 1772-1783,” at “Atlantic Emancipations,” McNeil Center for Early American Studies, Philadelphia, PA, April 10-12, 2008.

“‘Found on Board’: Slave and Free Mariners Condemned as Prize Goods during the American Revolution,” at the American Historical Association Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., Jan. 2008.

“Coerced Maritime Labor in the 18th Century Black Atlantic: Dark-Skinned Mariners as Prize Goods,” at North American Labor Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, Oct. 19, 2007.

“Hidden Lives: Elderly Cooks, Powder Boys, and Fugitive Slaves among 18th Century British Atlantic Ship Crews,” at Naval History Symposium, United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD, Sept. 21, 2007.

“Possibilities and Limits for Freedom in the Eighteenth Century Black Atlantic," at "Gender, Race, Ethnicity and Power in Maritime America," Mystic Seaport Museum of America and the Sea, Mystic, CT, October 26-29, 2006.

"Opportunity and Risk in 18th Century Warfare: Privateering and Fugitive Slaves in British North America,” at Omohundro Institute’s “Warfare and Society in Colonial North America and the Caribbean” Conference, Knoxville, TN, October 6-9, 2006. 

“Blacks in Nelson’s Navy,” Interview by BBC Radio, Oct. 21, 2005.

“From the Garret to the Forecastle: How Fugitive Slaves Used British North American Maritime Industry, 1713-1783, to Obtain Freedom,” Sept. 12, 2005, National Maritime Museum Staff Presentation, Greenwich, England. 

“Eighteenth Century Black Mariners.” Presentation to the New York Chapter of the African-American Historical and Genealogical Society, Feb. 12, 2005.

“Freedom & Profit: Fugitive Slaves and Privateers During the Seven Years War,” at “Creating Identities and Empire in the Atlantic World, 1492-1888,” University of North Carolina, Greensboro, Sept. 17-18, 2004.

“Seas of Freedom.” Public Presentation at South Street Seaport Museum in connection with the exhibit “Africans in the New World from Captive Passage to Cultural Transcendence,” Dec. 10, 2003. 

“Seas of Freedom: How New York City Slaves Utilized The Sea and Conflicts Between Slave Masters and Ship Captains as Tools of Resistance, 1700-1783,” Pennsylvania Historical Association Annual Conference, Harrisburg, PA, October 25, 2003.

“Seeking Freedom in the Atlantic World of the Eighteenth Century: How New York City Slaves Utilized The Sea and Conflicts Between Slave Masters and Ship Captains to Find Freedom,” McNeil Center for Early American Studies, Oct. 3, 2003.

“Ozenbrig, Whigs and Sailor’s Jackets: Slaves’ Construction of Social Status in New York City, 1741-1775.” Warren Susman Memorial Graduate Student Conference, Rutgers University, April 19 2003.

“Seas of Freedom, Seas of Profit: How New York City Slaves Utilized The Sea and Conflicts Between Whites as Tools of Resistance From 1700-1783,” University of Memphis Annual Graduate Student Conference in African American History, Oct. 19, 2002.

SERVICE:

Chair, EIU Marshall Scholarship Committee I, 2009-10.

Member EIU African Studies Advisory Board, 2008-10.
Member EIU History Department Awards Committee, 2008-10.
Member EIU History Department Curriculum Committee, 2008-10.

Library Liason, EIU History Department, 2009-10.
Member EIU History Department Committee on Lasky Seminar in Early National History, 2008.

Member of Academic Committee that developed an Atlantic Slave Trade curriculum for use in New York public schools, “Slavery and New York State: Complicity and Resistance,” 2004.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

American Historical Association.

McNeil Center of Early American Studies.

Omohundro Institute Early American History and Culture.

Organization of American Historians.

Society for Historians of Early American Republic.
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