HIS4350: The Lasky Seminar in Early United States 

T/Th: 11:00-12:15

2750 Coleman Hall

Prof. Charles R. Foy

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday

Office: 3765 Coleman & by appointment

(347) 200-9893

Email: crfoy@eiu.edu
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Robert Edge Pine, “Congress Voting Independence,” 1785.


The Early National era (1787-1815) saw Americans write their Constitution, fight their first major war, and engage in intense political and cultural battles over the meaning of their Revolutionary heritage. In this rigorous seminar, students will explore in depth the history of America’s diverse founding generation.
Overview: The early republican era constitutes a seminal phase in our nation’s political, social, cultural, and economic development. This course is an advanced survey of that critical period. The seminar will emphasize four interconnected themes: the growth of early market economy, the rise of the modern American political party system, western expansion, and how gender, race and class shaped the evolution of political institutions, social structures and belief systems. 

Objectives:

1) Students will increase their factual knowledge of the Early National era. 

2) That through writing of position papers, a research paper and final exam essays students will improve their research skills and writing ability.  

3) Students will improve their ability to think critically about historical issues.

Course Requirements:


Along with completing required readings and participating in discussions, your assignments include writing a research essay of not less than fifteen pages on a topic of your choice on any aspect of the Early Republic. A 1-2 page proposal, setting forth your proposed topic, thesis and sources is due on September 15th. Research papers must incorporate at least seven secondary sources (books and articles). In addition, primary sources (e.g., government documents, memoirs, diaries, newspapers and other printed materials of the early republic era) are to be used to support your contentions in this essay. Possible essay topics are extensive. Come speak to me about potential topics. 


Class discussions are the core of this seminar. You will be asked to make observations, raise questions, develop ideas and draw conclusions about key themes and problems in the Early Republic. This will require each student to be actively engaged, i.e., to have read the assigned materials and contribute to seminar discussions. In addition, you will be required to write three two page position papers on an important theme in this course. In order to stimulate seminar discussions, each of you will post your position papers onto the course WebCT website. My comments on the position papers will provide you with guidance as to the analysis and writing that will be required in your research papers. 

Grading Formula: 

*Position_Papers = 15%

*Discussion & participation= 25%

*Research Paper_= 35%

*Final Exam = 25%


The above requirements are subject to modification. I reserve the right to alter or amend them as I deem appropriate. 


Students with documented disabilities should contact me to request additional accommodations if needed. 

REQUIRED READING:

*Noble E. Cunningham, Jr., Jefferson v Hamilton 
*Drew McCoy, The Elusive Republic  
*Woody Holton, Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution  

*Jackson Turner Main, The Anti-Federalists: Critics of the Constitution, 1781-1788 

*Saul Cornell, The Other Founders: Anti-Federalism and the Dissenting Tradition in America, 1788-1828 
*Morton Horowitz, The Transformation of American Law 
*Jeffrey L. Pasley, et al., Beyond the Founders: New Approaches to the Political History of the Early American Republic  
*Catherine Allgor, Parlor Politics  
*John Lauritz Larsen, Internal Improvement: National Public Works and the Promise of Popular Government in the Early United States  
*David Jaffee, A New Nation of Goods  
*Adam Rothman, Slave Country  
*John Wood Sweet, Bodies Politic: Negotiating Race in the American North, 1730-1830  

*Alan Taylor, The Divided Ground: Indians, Settlers, and the Northern Borderland of the American Revolution  


*Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale  
*Jason Opal, Beyond the Farm 

*Richard Buel, Jr., America on the Brink: How the Political Struggle Over the War of 182 Almost Destroyed the Young Republic 
All of the above-books are being provided free pursuant to a grant provided by an EIU graduate.
​​​

Schedule:

Week 1: Introduction

Aug. 23: Jefferson v Hamilton, 29-42 (Beginning careers) and 46-55 (Banks & factories).

Aug. 25: Jefferson v Hamilton, 106-123, 127-142 (Foreign Affairs, Political Competitors)

http://www.newsweek.com/2011/06/26/the-founding-fathers-were-flawed.html (Schama Newsweek article on Founding Fathers)
Week 2: Hamilton, Jefferson, & the Elusive Republic

Aug. 30: The Elusive Republic, 5-135

Sept. 1:  The Elusive Republic, 136-260
Week 3: The Madisonian Moment: The Making of the Constitution


Sept. 6: Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution, 1-178

Sept. 8: Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution, 179-278
Week 4: Anti-Federalism


Sept. 13: Main, The Anti-Federalists, xxiii-142 (Group A)


    Cornell, The Other Founders, 1-146  (Group B)

Sept. 15: Main, The Anti-Federalists, 143-281 (Group A)


    Cornell, The Other Founders, 147-308 (Group B)

Research Paper Proposals DUE

Week 5: The Radical Courts? The Transformation of American Law

Sept. 20: The Transformation of American Law, 1-144

Sept. 22: The Transformation of American Law, 145-272
Week 6: Was There a Party System in the Age of Jefferson?

Sept. 27: Beyond the Founders, 1-128, 180-206

Sept. 29: Beyond the Founders, 207-274, 303-327, 335-386


Position Paper #1 DUE
Week 7: Remembering the Ladies: Gender and Politics in the Early National US

Oct. 4:
Parlor Politics, 1-146

Oct. 6:
Parlor Politics, 147-246
Week 8: A Hamiltonian State in a Jeffersonian World?

Oct. 11: Larsen, Internal Improvement, 1-148

Oct. 13: Larsen, Internal Improvement, 149-264
Week 9: The Market Revolution

Oct. 18: A New Nation of Goods, 1-188

Oct. 20: A New Nation of Goods, 189-378

Primary Documents: Victoria & Albert Textiles

Week 10: Slavery and the South

Oct. 25: Slave Country, 1-118. Position Paper #2 DUE

Oct. 27: Slave Country, 119-226
Week 11: Race in Early National Period
Nov. 1: Bodies Politic, 1-224 
Nov. 3: Bodies Politic, 225-409 
Week 12: When Worlds Collide: Indian-Settler Conflict in the New Nation


Nov. 8: 
The Divided Ground, 3-204 

Nov. 10: The Divided Ground, 205-395
Week 13: Gender, Sexuality & Family
Nov. 15: A Midwife’s Tale Position Paper #3 DUE
Nov. 17: Linda K. Kerber, “Separate Spheres, Female Words, Women’s Place,” JAH 75:1 (Jun. 1988): 9-39; and Jan Ellen Lewis, “The Republican Wife: Virtue and Seduction in the Early Republic,” WMQ 44 (1987): 689-721.

Week 14: Manhood in the New American Republic

Nov. 29: Beyond the Farm, 1-95

Dec. 1: 
Beyond the Farm, 96-192
Week 15: The Meanings of the War of 1812?

Dec. 6: America on the Brink, 1-122  

Dec. 8: America on the Brink, 123-244  

FINAL EXAM: 
Dec. 12, 10:15 AM – 12:15 PM 

