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Contact Information:

Assistant Professor Charles R. Foy

Coleman 3765

Phone: (347) 200-9893

Email: crfoy@eiu.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 2:00 – 3:00 PM; Thursdays 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM; and by appointment. 

Synopsis 
This course introduces students to the variety of approaches and themes that comprise one of the newest and fastest-growing fields in our discipline. The Atlantic World provides a useful conceptual and methodological framework in which to analyze the development of European empires, the creation of American colonial societies, and the emergence of trans-imperial networks in the early modern period (roughly 1400-1800) and beyond. We will read a selection of major works that have defined the field, identify different perspectives and approaches, and trace the development of the historiography. We will also consider the challenges involved in comparative, cross-cultural historical research, and the limits of an Atlantic approach. 
CLASS DISCUSSIONS, PAPERS AND ARTICLE SYNOPSES: 


The course format will be entirely discussion. You will be required to read each week’s assignment before coming to class and to participate in the weekly discussion. Each student will lead class discussion twice class during the semester (depending upon registration two students may be assigned to led a particular class discussion).  Discussion leaders must submit questions they plan to pose during the discussion to me via email no later than by 5 PM the Sunday before the class in which they will lead discussion.


Every student is expected to participate in the class discussions.  Each of you have much to offer your fellow students; much of your learning will come from classmates’ observations and analysis. So, please, do not be shy about expressing your criticisms of the assigned readings. 


To ensure that the class is exposed to a wide selection of readings, each week one student will be responsible for writing a two-page synopsis of an article from the article list on the course WebCT website. Synopses should be emailed to the entire class and myself by 5 PM on Monday. Each student will write two article synopses. The goal of the synopses is to stimulate class discussion and to provide students with a wide range of materials to prepare them for their comprehensive exams.

Students are required to write three 5-6 page (approximately 1,250-1,500 words) papers over the course of the semester. These papers should be spaced out over the semester, with the first paper turned in by February 14, the second March 20, and the third by April 24. Each of these papers should be analytical, rather than descriptive; beyond that, the precise topic is up to you. Extensions will be given only under unusual circumstances. 


 Class presentations and discussions will comprise 40% of your grade, while each of your three papers will count as 20% of your grade.


Any student with a documented disability who needs special accommodations should contact me within the first two weeks of the semester. 

Required Books (Please make sure you have the right edition. All except those marked  with an asterisk are on reserve at the library. Those with an asterisk are available through Textbook Rental). 

Armitage, David & Matthew J. Braddick, ed., The British Atlantic World, 1500-1800 (London: Palgrave, 2009)


Bailyn, Bernard & Philip D. Morgan. Strangers within the Realm (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina University Press, 2005. 

*Benjamin, Theodore. The Atlantic World: Europeans, Africans, Indians and their Shared History, 1400-1900 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009).

Breen, Timothy. The Marketplace of Revolution: how consumer politics shaped America (). 

Colley, Linda. Britons, Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1992).


Crosby, Alfred. The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492. (New York: Praeger, 2003). 

Davis, David Brion. Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006).  

Davis, Natalie Zemon, Women on the Margins (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1995).


*Games, Allison. Migration and the Origins of the English Atlantic World (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999).


*Gillis, John. Islands of the Mind: How the Human Imagination Created the Atlantic World (New York: Palgrave, 2009).

*Greene, Jack P. and Philip D. Morgan, Atlantic History: A Critical Appraisal (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009).

Hendricks, Margo & Patricia Parker, eds. Women ‘Race’ and Writing in the Early Modern Period (New York: Routledge, 1994).


Heywood, Linda M. & John K. Thornton. Central Africans, Atlantic Creoles, and the Foundation of the Americas, 1585-1660 (Cambridge University Press, 2007). 


C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins (1938; reprint 1980).


Kupperman, Karen. Indians & English: Facing Off in Early America (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2000).


Linebaugh. Peter & Marcus Rediker, The Many-Headed Hydra: Sailors, Slaves, Commoners and the Hidden History of the Revolutionary Atlantic (Boston: Beacon Press, 2001). 


Middleton, Simon & Billy G. Smith, Class Matters: Early North America and the Atlantic World (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008).

Thomas, Keith. Religion and the Decline of Magic (New York: Scribner, 1971). 
Schedule of Classes and Readings  
Jan. 10:
Introduction: Defining the “Atlantic World”
· Bernard Bailyn, “The Idea of Atlantic History,” Itinerario 20 (1996): 19-44.

·   Alison Games, “Atlantic History: Definitions, Challenges and Opportunities,” American Historical Reviews (“AHR”) 111:3 (June 2006): 741-757. 

·   Philip J. Stern, “British Asia and British Atlantic: Comparisons and Connections,” William and Mary Quarterly (“WMQ”) 63:4 (Oct. 2006): 693-712.
·   Paul W. Mapp, “Atlantic History from Imperial, Continental, and Pacific Perspectives,” WMQ 63:4 (Oct. 2006): 713-724.
·   Petter A. Coclanis, “Atlantic World or Atlantic/World?”, WMQ 63:4 (Oct. 2006): 725-742.
Jan. 17:
Creation of Nation States 
· Colley, Britons, Forging the Nation, 1707-1837.

Jan. 24:
New Atlantic/Old Atlantic Worlds

· Green & Morgan, Atlantic History: A Critical Appraisal. 55-278. 
· Benjamin, The Atlantic World: Europeans, Africans, Indians and their Shared History, 1400-1900 (2009): 1-208.

Jan. 31: 
Encounters with Aliens
· Kupperman, Indians & English: Facing Off in Early America.

Feb. 7: 

Comparative Frontiers
· Heywood & Thornton, Central Africans, Atlantic Creoles and the Foundation of the Americas.

Feb. 14:
Navigations, Mobility and Migration 

· Games, Migration and the Origins of the English Atlantic World.
FIRST RESPONSE PAPER DUE

Feb. 21:
Landscape and Environment 
· Crosby, The Columbian Exchange: biological and cultural consequences of 1492.
· Breen, Tobacco Culture, Chap. 2.
· Cronon, Changes in the Land, Chap. 6-8.

Feb. 28:
Social Order
· Peter Linebaugh & Marcus Rediker, The Many-Headed Hydra: Sailors, Slaves, Commoners and the Hidden History of the Revolutionary Atlantic (Boston: Beacon Press, 2001). 

Mar. 6:

Gender

· Natalie Zemon Davis, “New Worlds—Marie de l’Incarnation” in Women on the Margins.
· Juliana Barr, “A Diplomacy of Gender: Rituals of First contact in the ‘Land of the Tejas,’” William and Mary Quarterly 61 (July 2004): 393-434.
· Natalie Zemon Davis,  “Iroquois Women, European Women,” in Margo Hendricks and Patricia Parker, eds. Women ‘Race’ and Writing in the Early Modern Period (Routledge, 1994)

Mar. 12-16:
SPRING BREAK

Mar. 20:

Religion
· Thomas. Religion and the Decline of Magic. 

SECOND RESPONSE PAPER DUE
Mar. 27: 
Labor: Free and Unfree
· Davis, Inhuman Bondage.

Apr. 3:
    
Oceans
· Gillis, Islands of the Mind: How the Human Imagination Created the Atlantic World.
Apr. 10:

Consumption

· Breen, The Marketplace of Revolution: how consumer politics shaped America. 
Apr. 17:       
Revolutions
·   James, The Black Jacobins.

Apr. 24:   
        Teaching Atlantic History
·   Armitage & Braddick, Atlantic History: A Critical Appraisal: 279-336.
·   Nicholas Canny, “Writing Atlantic History, or Reconfiguring History of Colonial British America,” Journal of American History 86 (Dec. 1999): 1093-114.
    

   
THIRD RESPONSE PAPER DUE
