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Dr. Smith received her Ph.D. in Geography from State University of New York at 

Buffalo, her M.A. in Geography (Environmental Planning from California State 

University, Chico and her B.A. in Geography from the University of California, Davis.   

She was won the both the 1997 and 1999 Excellence in Research Contribution Award 

from Eastern Illinois University and has served as the 2004 and 2005 President of the 

Midwest Association of Latin American Studies (MALAS). Dr. Smith’s research interests 

include global south-north human migration patterns (studies in Ecuador and Spain);  

the cultural evolution of traditional weavers in highland Ecuador; eco-tourism and 

sustainable development in the Andes Mountains and Amazon rainforest; population 

density analysis using 3D and geographic information systems (GIS); local land use 

planning and development in Illinois and California and spatial data analysis of 

manufacturing work stoppages in the Great Lakes States.  
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