WANTED: BGS GRADUATE ASSISTANT

Fall 2008-Spring 2009

Program Overview:

The nontraditional population is met with numerous additional struggles, particularly related to academic achievement.  As a result, Eastern Illinois University offers a degree-completion program for those students beyond the traditional realm.  This program is known as the Bachelor of Arts in General Studies Degree Program (BGS) which recognizes the struggles of adult learners, and continues to work to accommodate them with flexible, on-campus, off-campus and internet-based courses.  Currently, our program has more than 2000 adults admitted to the program.  While only a small number (500+) are currently enrolled at EIU, others of the population are taking classes at other universities or community colleges, working on prior learning portfolios or may have stopped out to attend to other priorities in their lives.  The number of graduates from 2006 in this program was 161.    


In 1972, our Degree Program was originally established as the Board of Governors (BOG) at the request of the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE).  The time constraints and limitations adult students face when pursuing their education made a non-traditional venture most appealing.  The program transitioned into the Board of Trustees (BOT) in 1996 and continued to evolve to its current title in 2006, the Bachelor of Arts in General Studies (BGS) Degree Program.  In its 35 years of existence, the program has been met with much success and demand.  There is never a dull moment! ( (Written by the current GA working with the program.)
Desired Graduate Assistant Qualities:


Although we hope our graduate assistants bring qualities that add to our already positive work environment, here are several we believe are important for success in our Department: personable, hard-working, friendly, student-focused, communicative, adaptive to varying responsibilities, time-managed, reliable and intelligent.  The graduate assistant is viewed as an important part of the BGS team and therefore works closely with the program director on a wide variety of projects.  There is a strong commitment to providing experiences that encourage growth and understanding of the dynamics of higher education and the increasing role of adult learners in today’s institutions of higher learning.
Expected Abilities:

· Familiar with Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Publisher –or willing to learn
· Committee Membership

· Participate in Staff Meetings

· Assist with Research

· Data Analysis

· Designing Brochures

· Work with Director on a variety of projects including:

· Previous & Current Student Enrollment

· Program Management

· Working with Adult Students

· Program Proposals

· Grant Proposals

