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Attachment B
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
Blair M. Lord Phone - 581-2121
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Email - Blord@eiu.edu

TO: Christie Roszkowski, Chair, CAA
RE: Foreign Language Requirement
DATE: April 30, 2008

As you know, President Perry has accepted my recommendation and returned the proposed changes in the foreign
language requirement to the Council on Academic Affairs for further discussion and consideration. Clearly, this
change would be a significant one for the University, especially so because it would make us unique among the public
institutions in Illinois including the University of Illinois. Unique can be very good and there is certainly nothing
wrong with aspiring for higher levels of attainment in language skills or other academic disciplines; however, we must
be attentive to the secondary effects and unintended consequences of any change of this magnitude.

The President has asked me, therefore, to work with the Council to define and address the issues this change would
raise. Among them are the following: A careful examination of the data for 2006 indicates that 55% of new freshmen
and 73% of new transfers would not meet this requirement. This would amount to 1763 students who would need at
least one additional foreign language course. One year of data is not sufficient, of course, on which to base decisions.
In time, students alert to the change may complete three years of foreign language in high school. However, these data
suggest more study is needed. In addition, we must be cognizant of the fact that among all the academic initiatives we
may wish to undertake, some choices will have to be made. Certainly, the resource needs of this requirement must be
carefully assessed.

We also must recognize that over a third of our new students each year are transfer students. The impact on this cohort
of students on which we depend greatly now and are likely to depend even more in the future needs to be more
thoroughly considered. Similarly, we have worked very hard to diversify our campus. To what degree would this
change affect our efforts to continue diversifying the campus further?

[ also would note that different degree programs have different levels of flexibility within them. Currently, our
average number of credits earned to degree stands at 136. While education programs all have more than the traditional
120 credit hours, this figure is still relatively high. Would the proposed change add to this already high average?

Finally. I would note that addressing these issues might suggest alternatives to a single foreign language requirement
for all degree programs. For example. might participation in a study abroad program at some level count toward
meeting this requirement for some programs? Are there other means of satisfying a requirement like this that would
be appropriate for some programs?

I would ask the Council to examine these and other matters that I will share with the Council. Thank you for your

hard work on all matters before the Council.

cc. W.L. Perry
Council of Deans
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Attachment A

April 28, 2008

Christie Roszkowski, Chair, CAA
School of Business
Eastern [llinois University

RE: Foreign Language Requirement

Dear Dr. Roszkowski:

After conferring with Provost Lord, I have decided to return the proposed changes in the foreign
language requirement to the Council on Academic Affairs for further discussion and
consideration. As our chief academic officer responsible for all academic matters, Provost Lord

will work with you on the issues which we believe need further clarification regarding a change
of this significance for the University.

Sincerely,

William L. Perry
President

cc. B.M. Lord



Agenda ltem #08-35
Effective ?

PROPOSAL TO MODIFY EIU FOREIGN LANGUAGE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

The Department of Foreign Languages proposes that Eastern Illinois University modify the
foreign language graduation requirement to the following:

To achieve a baccalaureate degree, the student must: . . .

7. Successfully complete three semesters of a single foreign language with an
average grade of C or better.

As a corollary to this change, it is also requested that the footnote associated with
Graduation Requirement 7 be changed to read as follows:

3In lieu of university coursework, this requirement may be satisfied by any of the
following:
= Completion of at least three years of high school study of a single foreign
language with an average grade of C or better (for students entering as
freshmen in Fall 2010 and thereafter);
= A score of 3 or higher on the College Entrance Examination Board Advanced
Placement (AP) exam in any foreign language;
» A score of 60 or better on the College Level Examination Program in French,
German, or Spanish; or
=  An approved score on a proficiency exam approved and administered by the
EIU Department of Foreign Languages (contact Department of Foreign
Languages for information on approved tests);
u Documentation of proficiency in a language other than English at or above
the level expected in FLF/FLF/FLG/FLL/FLX 1102 (contact Department of
Foreign Languages for additional information).

CURRENT CATALOG COPY

Official course requirements for baccalaureate degrees are given in Section VIII. To achieve
a baccalaureate degree, the student must:

1. Successfully complete the General Education Requirements detailed in Section 1V,
including the senior seminar.?

2. Successfully complete one of the degree programs listed in detail in Section VIII,
"Academic Program Requirements,” and attain a minimum GPA of 2.00 in his/her
major area. A GPA of at least 2.65 both cumulative and in the major is required for
graduation from a teacher education program. Other curricula may also require a
cumulative GPA higher than 2.0 for acceptance to the major and/or graduation.
Consult the catalog description for specific information.

3. Successfully complete a minimum of 12 semester hours in residence in courses
applicable to the GPA in his/her major discipline.

4. Successfully complete at least 40 semester hours in upper-division courses (3000-
4000 numbered courses).?

5. Earn a minimum of 42 semester hours in residence with a minimum of 32 in the
junior and senior years, 12 of which must be in residence during the senior year.
Cooperative degree candidates must complete 38 semester hours in residence.

6. Successfully complete at least 120 hours with a CGPA of 2.0 in all courses
attempted.



7. Successfully complete two courses in a single foreign language.’

8. Earn a "C" or better in English 1001G, English 1002G, and Communication Studies
1310G or in accepted substitutions.

9. Successfully complete the Electronic Writing Portfolio®.

10. A transfer student must successfully complete a minimum of 56 semester hours
applicable to a baccalaureate degree in senior institutions, with at least 42 semester
hours earned at EIU.®

! Because the terminal year is taken off-campus in cooperative programs, students completing cooperative degree
programs, i.e., Engineering, Physics with Engineering Physics Option, and Clinical Laboratory Science, will not be
required to take a Senior Seminar or to submit the 4th writing sample for the Electronic Writing Portfolio.

¢ Courses from a community college or other two-year institution will not count in the 40 semester hours of upper-
division credit.

3 Students entering as freshmen in Fall 1993 and thereafter must have completed two years in a single foreign
language in high school with an average grade of "C" or better for the two years' work in order to have previously
satisfied this requirement.

¥ The first essay/document will come from ENG 1001G, ENG 1002G, ENG 1091G, or ENG 1092G (generally
completed before the student has earned 30 hours); the second essay/document will come from a writing-
centered or writing-intensive course at the 1000, 2000 or 3000 level (generally completed when the student has
earned between 30 and 59 hours); the third essay/document will come from an upper-division, writing-centered or
writing-intensive course at the 3000 or 4000 level (generally completed when the student has earned between 60
and 89 hours); the fourth essay/document will come from the Senior Seminar (generally completed after the
student has earned 90 hours). Further information about the Electronic Writing Portfolio is available at
www. eiu.edu/~assess.

> All military service credit based on the recommendations in the American Council on Education's Guide to the
Evaluation of Educational Experience in the Armed Services, and accepted by EIU, is senior institution credit.

PROPOSED CATALOG COPY (changes highlighted in blue font)

Official course requirements for baccalaureate degrees are given in Section VIII. To achieve
a baccalaureate degree, the student must:

1. Successfully complete the General Education Requirements detailed in Section 1V,
including the senior seminar.*

2. Successfully complete one of the degree programs listed in detail in Section VIII,
"Academic Program Requirements," and attain a minimum GPA of 2.00 in his/her
major area. A GPA of at least 2.65 both cumulative and in the major is required for
graduation from a teacher education program. Other curricula may also require a
cumulative GPA higher than 2.0 for acceptance to the major and/or graduation.
Consult the catalog description for specific information.

3. Successfully complete a minimum of 12 semester hours in residence in courses
applicable to the GPA in his/her major discipline.

4. Successfully complete at least 40 semester hours in upper-division courses (3000-
4000 numbered courses).?

5. Earn a minimum of 42 semester hours in residence with a minimum of 32 in the
junior and senior years, 12 of which must be in residence during the senior year.
Cooperative degree candidates must complete 38 semester hours in residence.

6. Successfully complete at least 120 hours with a CGPA of 2.0 in all courses
attempted.

7. Successfully complete three semesters of a single foreign language with an average
grade of C or better.?



8. Earn a "C" or better in English 1001G, English 1002G, and Communication Studies
1310G or in accepted substitutions.

9. Successfully complete the Electronic Writing Portfolio®.

10. A transfer student must successfully complete a minimum of 56 semester hours
applicable to a baccalaureate degree in senior institutions, with at least 42 semester
hours earned at EIU.?

! Because the terminal year is taken off-campus in cooperative programs, students completing cooperative degree
programs, i.e., Engineering, Physics with Engineering Physics Option, and Clinical Laboratory Science, will not be
required to take a Senior Seminar or to submit the 4th writing sample for the Electronic Writing Portfolio.

Z Courses from a community college or other two-year institution will not count in the 40 semester hours of upper-
division credit.

*In lieu of university coursework, this requirement may be satisfied by any of the following:

" Completion of at least three years of high school study of a single foreign language with an
average grade of C or better {for students entering as freshmen in Fail 2010 and thereafter);

. A score of 3 or higher on the College Entrance Examination Board Advanced Placement (AP)
exam in any foreign language;

. A score of 60 or better on the College Level Examination Program in French, German, or
Spanish; or

. An approved score on a proficiency exam approved and administered by the EIU Department of
Foreign Languages (contact Department of Foreign Languages for information on approved
tests);

1 Documentation of proficiency in a language other than English at or above the level expected in
FLF/FLF/FLG/FLL/FLX 1102 (contact Department of Foreign Languages for additionai
information).

? The first essay/document will come from ENG 1001G, ENG 1002G, ENG 1091G, or ENG 1092G (generally
completed before the student has earned 30 hours); the second essay/document will come from a writing-
centered or writing-intensive course at the 1000, 2000 or 3000 level (generally completed when the student has
earned between 30 and 59 hours); the third essay/document will come from an upper-division, writing-centered or
writing-intensive course at the 3000 or 4000 level (generally completed when the student has earned between 60
and 89 hours); the fourth essay/document will come from the Senior Seminar (generally completed after the
student has earned 90 hours). Further information about the Electronic Writing Portfolio is available at
www. eiu.edu/~assess.

= All military service credit based on the recommendations in the American Council on Education's Guide to the
Evaluation of Educational Experience in the Armed Services, and accepted by EIU, is senior institution credit.

Rationale: The proposed increase in the Foreign Language Graduation requirement

will provide the following advantages:

1) Support and strengthen the crucial conclusion of the Mission Statement of the
University defining our desire to graduate young men and women able “to reason and to

communicate clearly so as to become responsible citizens of a diverse world.”

In order to accomplish this goal our graduates need to be familiar with and gain direct
knowledge of cultures other than their own. They also need to master communicative
skills associated with and necessary to the study of such cultures. To study another

culture without significant regard to the linguistic elements of that culture dangerously



reduces the scope and value of such study. The two-semester foreign language
requirement in place since the inception of the old Integrated Core and retained as a
Graduation Requirement under the current formulation of General Education has always
functioned as a solid but minimal beginning of movement toward the goal of forming
‘responsible citizens of a diverse world.” However, it has resulted in a situation where
most students complete this requirement before entering EIU. Many express a desire
early on to continue their study of languages and cultures and a significant number do
so. Nevertheless, many others for various reasons drift away from language study only
to experience a desire to return later in their academic careers when their skills have
deteriorated and their time is restricted by other demands. This situation is particularly
true of those students who meet the requirement through the minimal two years of high
school work we currently allow. Those who have completed three and four years in
high school are both more likely to continue at the university and to have retained the

skills and knowledge base to return to such study later in their academic careers.

2) Support and strengthen participation in study abroad programs.

Since the reorganization of Study Abroad just four years ago and the tenure of the
current director, study abroad activities have and will undoubtedly continue to grow.

Still there is a strong tendency among our students to prefer programs in English-
speaking regions or to enroll in courses of study in non-English-speaking areas but that
offer curricula the bulk of which is delivered in English. In many cases these programs
are chosen because they best compliment the individual student’s major or personal
interests. This is, of course, as it should be. However, in other cases, these programs
are chosen precisely because they require no foreign language proficiency and students
have not had the impetus to develop an adequate language proficiency that would
expand their potential choices for studying abroad. Giving our students the tools they
need to make the best choices for studying abroad includes directing them into
language study. Such experiences are crucial and of intrinsic value for both the
individual and the university because of the opportunities that they open for our students

in terms of moving them toward advanced study in their chosen field, job opportunities



and future training, expanded research possibilities and quite simply the humanistic
broadening of perspective that comes from learning another language and immersing
oneself in the culture. The critical importance of fostering increased language learning
and its link to study abroad have also become painfully evident on a national level as
well. In September 2004, former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger testified at the Full
Committee Hearing on The 9-11 Commission's Intelligence Recommendations. He
concluded his testimony with these words: “Finally, the critical shortage of human
expertise must be addressed. We not only need more National Security Education
Program funding, but we need more Americans studying abroad, becoming fluent in
foreign languages and gaining improved understanding of foreign cultures through such
an experience.” The late Senator Paul Simon echoed these concerns when he spoke
before NAFSA shortly before his death in 2003. The December 13, 2003 Chicago
Tribune paraphrases Senator Simon as having “envisioned a vastly expanded effort to
send American students overseas as an antidote to the nation's notorious indifference
to foreign languages and cultures.” Increasing our Foreign Language Graduation

Requirement is a modest step in this direction.

3. Support and strengthen the campus-wide push to internationalize the curriculum.

Currently eleven programs on campus (Art History, Economics, Elementary Education,
English, Foreign Languages, History, Management, Political Science, Special
Education, Latin American Studies Minor, and Geography) include options within majors
and/or minors that incorporate either as an elective or a requirement “intermediate
proficiency in a foreign language.” Given the current push towards internationalization,
it is likely that such programs will continue to appear in the foreseeable future. Guiding
students toward developing at least an intermediate level of language proficiency is
crucial to encouraging enrollment in these options and guaranteeing success for the

programs and the students in them.

4. Increased enrollment in upper division foreign language courses.



The Department of Foreign Languages has always recognized the importance of
intermediate instruction in our discipline. Slightly more than half of all students who
complete FLF, FLG or FLS 2201 continue into 2202 and the majority of those continue
and take at least one upper division course. Over time we have instituted a number of
incentives to encourage students to continue language study begun in high school.
Primary among these efforts is our Advanced Competency Credit policy and the
integration of FLF, FLG, FLL and FLS 2201 and 2202 as options to fulfill the Humanities
General Education Requirement. This current request represents a refinement and
strengthening of this policy. It should be noted that this effort is not a push on the part
of the Department of Foreign Languages to increase the number of our majors or
minors, though such an increase may very well be an added benefit to this change.
Instead we see this as a means of encouraging students to experience for themselves
the inherent benefits of language study as well as the opportunities such study affords.

If our numbers increase, it will most likely be in the number of minors. According to the
EIU online data books, currently our largest population of minors comes out of the [,UA i’j
College of Business with the College of Arts and Humanities and the College of ﬂ
Sciences running close seconds. The vast majority of these students opt to do a minor
in our department not because it meets a specific requirement within their college, but
because through having pursued language study beyond the current two-semester
requirement, they have of their own accord recognized the personal, academic and

professional value of continuing.

5. A three-semester Foreign Language Graduation requirement brings EIU into line
with other state universities including Northern lllinois and the University of lllinois. It
will distinguish us as leaders in relationship with the others as far as language study at
the university is concerned. The 3 year high school study exemption is in line with the
majority of lllinois public institutions including those still requiring only two semesters at
the university level (see below Language Requirements of Other Institutions). A similar

statement can be made concerning our Peer Institutions.

Projected Impact:



Based on figures collected by Records for incoming students for acade

iC year 2006-

07, about 82% of incoming freshmen meet the Foreign Language Graduation

Requirement prior to beginning at EIU. Similarly, 76% of transfer students arrive

exempt from the current requirement.

A
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If the proposed 3 semester requirement were applied to this same popula’uon 67% of

incoming freshmen and 30% of transfer students would meet the requirement without

additional course work at EIU.

Language Requirements of Other Institutions:

lllinois Institutions:

lllinois State
Northern lllinois

SIU Carbondale
North Eastern lllinois
Western lllinois

U of |

Peer Institutions:

Truman State
UW-La Crosse
UW-Eau Claire

UW-Whitewater
UW-Oshkosh

UW-Stevens Point

A
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2 semesters

4 semesters (2 semesters in lesser taught languages)

3 semesters

3-6 semester hours folded into Humanities Gen Ed
=

no requirement — currently under strong review

2, 3 or 4 semesters depending on degree and area

how affer

2 or 4 depending on degree and area

2 semesters

2-3 semesters in concert with “Foreign Culture’,

courses depending on degree and area

4 semesters

2-4 semesters (Varies by program but all have a
Jut all i

requirement)

2 semesters
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Washburn Univ.
Univ. Michigan-Dearborn
Cal State-Fresno
Northern lowa
Southern Louisiana
Mankato State

St. Cloud State
Central Missouri
West Chester
Radford Univ.
Southwest Texas
James Madison
Georgia Southern

U of Louisiana-Monroe

2 semesters

2 semesters

.@emesters
C

2 semesters

3 semesters folded into other options

2 semesters

4 s mesters

C/)x‘\lemesters

L(7gjg;’mesters

/ L}/s) sters
-2 4 esters
2 semesters

.



Agenda for the May 1, 2008 CAA Meeting

Items approved: 08-51, CDS 4600, Senior Seminar in Communication Disorders & Sciences

(New Course)
08-52, CDS 4690, Honors Senior Seminar in Communication Disorders & Sciences
(New Course)
08-53, Communication Disorders & Sciences (Revised Major)
08-54, Communication Disorders & Sciences Honors Program (Revised Program)
08-56, PHI 1200G, Introduction to Religious Studies (Revised Course)
08-57, PLS 2001, Introduction to Research Methods in Political Science (New Course)
08-58, Political Science (Revised Major)
08-59, Political Science with International Studies Option (Revised Option)
08-60, Political Science Honors Program (Revised Program)
08-61, MIS 2000, Information Systems Career and Logic Skills (Revised Course)
08-62, Accountancy (Revised Major)

Iltems Pending: 07-87, Voluntary Submission of Mid-Term Grades for Upper-Division Courses

08-37, Proposal to revise the Cultural Diversity Requirement (Revised General
Education Requirement)

08-55, HIS 3801, U.S. Rural History (New Course)

08-63, COS 4815, Conflict in Organizations (New Course)

08-64, COS 4825, Ethical Behavior in Organizations (New Course)

08-65, COS 4845, Improvement in Organizations (New Course)

08-66, COS 4855, Web-Based Training and Instruction (New Course)

Revision of CAA Bylaws (Ongoing)

Senior Seminar Review Committee (Ongoing)

Council on Academic Affairs
Minutes
May 1, 2008

The May 1, 2008 meeting of the Council on Academic Affairs was held at 2:57 p.m. in Room 4440 Booth
Library.

Members Present: Dr. Bower, Dr. Campbell, Dr. Dietz, Ms. Green, Dr. Hyder, Ms. Montleon, Dr.

Roszkowski, and Dr. Stowell.

Members Absent: Dr. Hendrickson, Ms. Kostelich, Dr. Reid, and Ms. Wyatt.

Staff Present: Dr. Lord, Dr. Herrington-Perry, and Ms. Fopay.

Guests Present: Dr. Anderson, Political Science; Dr. Ashley, Political Science; Dr. Calvert,

Communication Disorders & Sciences; Dr. DePetro, Philosophy; Ms. James,
Academic Advising Center; Dr. Nantz, School of Business; and Dr. Noll, School
of Business.

Approval of the April 24, 2008 CAA Meeting Minutes.
The minutes of April 24, 2008 were approved as written.

Communications:

1. April 24, 2008 memorandum from Dean Hoadley, LCBAS, requesting executive action to add
sections of COS 4800 and COS 4880 for the Fall 2008 semester. The completed technology-
delivered questionnaires for those courses are linked below.

o COS 4800, Strategies and Processes of Teaching and Training
o COS 4880, Productive Work Teams
2. Minutes from the April 18, 2008 College of Sciences Curriculum Committee meeting.
3. Minutes from the April 23, 2008 Lumpkin College of Business & Applied Sciences meeting.

Additional Communications: The communications listed below were submitted to Dr. Roszkowski
after the CAA agenda was posted. At the meeting today, Dr. Roszkowski distributed copies of those
communications. In the fall, the council will examine the issues addressed in the communications.

1. April 28, 2008 memorandum (See Attachment A) from President Perry returning the foreign
language requirement proposal (agenda item 08-35) to the council for further discussion and
consideration.

2. April 30, 2008 memorandum (See Attachment B) from Provost Lord regarding the foreign
language requirement.
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3. April 20, 2008 email (See Attachment C) from Dr. Debra Reid in response to the April 24 CAA

minutes and Provost Lord’s comments about suggesting to the president that he return the
foreign language proposal to CAA for additional discussion and consideration.

Dr. Roszkowski requested the following information be included in the minutes: Dr. Canfield did not
present the foreign language proposal (agenda item 08-35) to the Faculty Senate according to an
email to Dr. Roszkowski from Dr. Lynn Curry, Faculty Senate Chair.

Committee Report:
None.

Items Added to the Agenda:
None.

Items Acted Upon:
1. 08-51, CDS 4600, Senior Seminar in Communication Disorders & Sciences (New Course)

(39

Dr. Calvert presented the proposal and answered questions of the council. The council
requested revisions to the course title, student learning objectives, and the wording of the

prerequisites and co-requisites.

Ms. Dilworth moved and Dr. Bower seconded the motion to approve the proposal. The motion

passed unanimously.

The proposal, with revisions, was approved, effective Fall 2009.

CDS 4600. Seminar in Communication Disorders and Sciences. (3-0-3) F, S. Seminar in

CDS. A case study format is used to explore the etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of

speech, language, and hearing disorders. The focus of this course is on the use of critical
thinking skills and evidence-based practice information to design diagnostic plans, interpret
diagnostic results and develop treatment plans. The course will allow students to integrate
and apply information from numerous university and departmental undergraduate learning
goals in this capstone experience. Prerequisites: Completion of CDS 3100, 3200, and 3700;
and completion of or concurrent enrollment in CDS 3900 and 4300. Open only to Senior

CDS majors. Course may not be repeated. WiI

2. 08-52, CDS 4690, Honors Senier Seminar in Communication Disorders & Sciences
(New Course)

Dr. Calvert presented the proposal and answered questions of the council. The council
requested revisions to the course title, student learning objectives, and the wording of the

prerequisites and co-requisites.

Dr. Dietz moved and Dr. Hyder seconded the motion to approve the proposal. The motion

passed unanimously.

The proposal, with revisions, was approved, effective Fall 2009.

CDS 4690. Honors Seminar in Communication Disorders and Sciences. (3-1-3) F, S.
Honors Seminar in CDS. A case study format is used to explore the etiology, diagnosis,
and treatment of speech, language, and hearing disorders. The focus of this course is on the
use of critical thinking skills and evidence-based practice information to design diagnostic
plans, interpret diagnostic results and develop treatment plans. The lab component which is
unique to the honor's course will discuss research methods and experimental designs for
answering evidence-based diagnostic and treatment questions. Prerequisites: Admission to
the Departmental Honors Program and completion of CDS 3100, 3200, 3700, 3900, 4666,
and PSY 2610; and completion of or current enrollment in CDS 4300. Open only to Senior

CDS majors. Course may not be repeated. Wi



EIU Presidential Scholars class that entered Fall 2004

Freshman-Sophomore Retention: 100%
Graduation with honors within 5 years: 84%

Of 19 students...

1 dismissed (this one may eventually graduate, but not with honors)
2 transferred

1 graduated in 3.5 years

13 graduated in 4 years

1 will graduate in 4.5 years

1 will graduate in 5 years

Honors Experiences (some studgnts have done more than one)
1participated in NSE 77 i’/ff batal Fltded AT
1interned with The Washington Center

1 started his own compan S

2 completed REU’s ’ Hroenretc & el [tnelS

2 observed/volunteered at schools out of state

3 completed internships

10 studied abroad

Majors (one student double majored)
CAH--4

English (2)

Theatre (1)

Communication Studies (1)
CEPS--2

Elementary Education (2)
COS--7

CDS (1)

Math (3)

Chemistry (2)

Biological Sciences (1)
LCBAS--4

Family and Consumer Sciences (1)

Marketing (1)

Finance (2)

Where are they now?
7 are in grad school
7 are working
2 teachers
1 runs his own business
2 in business
11in health care
1is an actor




Honors 2008 by the numbers

Applications -- FA 08

Applications received 252 (21% increase over FA 07)
Students admitted 240 (20% increase over FA 07)
Students enrolled 153 (3% increase over FA 07)
Yield 63.75%

Mean ACT 26

Median ACT 27

Presidential Scholars

19 offered; 15 enrolled

7 men; 8 women; 1 student from out of state
mean ACT 30.8

137 students responded to our freshman survey....
75.54% report that EIU was their first choice (74.81% in FA 07)
29.63% are first generation students (34.07 in FA 07)

Top other schools to which honors students applied

linois St (23)

UIUC (22)

NIU (11)

Bradley (8); SIUE (8)

Millikin (4); Hlinois College (4); Lakeland (4)

Parkland (3); WIU (3); Anderson (3); Blackburn (3); Elmhurst (3); Loyola (3); UIC (3)

Number of Schools to which students

applied

Only EIU 48
1 other 28
2 other 30
3 other 24
4 or more other 9

Out of the 28 who applied to 1 other, 78% said EIU was their first choice

Out of the 30 who applied to 2 others, 73% said EIU was their first choice

Out of the 24 who applied to 3 others, 46% said EIU was their first choice

Out of the 9 who applied to 4 or more others, 33% said EIU was their first choice

15 September 2008
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Most Important Factor in Choosing Honors @EIU

5.04%
10.79%
5.76%
2.88%
1.44%
22.30%
18.71%
10.79%
5.04%
5.76%
0.72%
7.91%
2.88%

Survey results for 2008 incoming class

friend or family member attended EIU
recommendation of my parents

recommendation of high school counselor or teacher
received information in the mail

talked to an EIU recruiter at a college fair

availability of scholarships

small classes

coming to EIU anyway and Honors seemed like a good idea
Talked to honors staff at EIU open house

talked to Honors Staff during orientation (EIU debut)
EIU Website

Other

No Answer

1%

Most Important Factor

'H friend or family member attended EIU

M recommendation of my parents

'Irecommendation of high school counselor or teacher
_Ireceived information in the malil

M talked to an EIU recruiter at a college fair

I availability of scholarships

B small classes

I coming to EIU anyway and Honors seemed like a good idea
B Talked to honors staff at EIU open house

[talked to Honors Staff during orientation (EIU debut)
CJEIU Website

_ 1 Other
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FLG Completion Based on 2-Year FLG Requirement

~ FA06 Exempt FA06 Not Exempt FAO07 Exempt FA07 Not Exempt
High )
School
Years* Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers
No
Foreign
Language 40 92 70 111
total 40 92 - 70 111
Spanish-1 '
sem - 0 0 0 8
Spanish -
1yr - 58 99 124 96
Spanish - N
2 yrs 716 338 0 66 603 260 87 35
Spanish - R
3yrs 312 116 0 5 267 112 6 3
Spanish - | ; -
4 yrs | 355| 100 0 1 211 96 0 0
total 1383 554 58 171 1081 468 217 142
French- 1 . R
sem i 0 0 0 3
French-1 ' . o
yr | 12 20 14 15
French - 2 '
yrs 118 60 0 9 72 43 9 7
French-3 ; B ' N '
yrs 46 16 0 0 31 16 0 2
French - 4 ' '
yrs ' 75 14 0 0 36 18 0 0
total 239 90 12 29| 139 77| 23 27
German-1 : .
~_sem 0 0 L 0 2
German-1
yr B 0 8 4 7
German - | N . o
2 yrs 50 26 0 2 300 21 4 2
German - ‘
3yrs ) 15 6 0 0 17 6 0 3
German - _ -
4 yrs 21 13 0 0 9 o 2 0 0
total 86 45 0 10 56 29 8 14




B FLG Completion Based on 2-Year FLG Requirement
FA06 Exempt FA06 Not Exempt FA07 Exempt FA07 Not Exempt
High '
School ;
Years* Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers|
Italian-1 - F
sem 0 0 0 0
Italian-1 yr B 0 0 0 0
Italian - 2 ' :
yrs 9 2 0 2 5 0 2 0
Italian - 3
yrs 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0
Italian - 4 ‘
yrs 4 0 0 0 3 1 0 0
total 13| 3 0 2 9 2 3 0
Latin-1
sem - 0 0 0 0
Latin-1 yr 3 2 0o 4
Latin - 2 ] = b
yrs 5 11 - 0 0 10 0 0 0
Latin - 3
yrs 0 ) 4 0 0 4 3 0 1
Latin - 4 '
yrs . 7 1 0 0 2 1 0 0
total 12 16 3 2 16 L 0| 5
~ Russian- :
1 sem 0 0 o o 0
Russian-1|
yr 1 0 0 0
Russian - ] '
2yrs 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0
Russian - ]
3yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Russian -
4yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
total 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0
Japanese- o -
1 sem 0 0 | 0 0
Japanese-
Ayr, 2 1 0 0
Japanese -
2 yrs 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japanese - 1
3yrs 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japanese - ' )
4yrs 0 0 0 0 0 i 0 0 0
total 2 2 2 1 0 0 0 0




FLG Completion Based on 2-Year FLG Requirement

FA06 Exempt FAO06 Not Exempt =~ FAO07 Exempt FAQ7 Not Exempt
High 3
School
Years* Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers
Polish-1 |
sem ‘ 0 0 e B 0 0
Polish-1 yr I 0 0 s 0 0
Polish - 2
yrs 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
Polish - 3
yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Polish - 4
yrs 0 0 0 0 -0 0 0
total 0l 1 0 1 0 0 0 0
Hebrew-1 a - =
~_sem j 0 0 0 0
' Hebrew-1 f
yr 0 0 0 0
Hebrew-2 : )
yrs 1] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hebrew - I 3 '
3 yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0
Hebrew - ‘
4 yrs 0 o o 0 0 0 0 0
total 1 0o o 0o 0o 0 0 0
American =
Sign
Language- ;
2yrs 2 0 I 5 0 0 0
o o 5 0 0 0

total 2 0

*2006 transfer data includes college-level equivalents. In Fall 2006, 73 transfer students met the 2-year
requirement in college; 640 met it in high school. No breakout is available for 2007.




FLG Completion Based on 2-Year FLG Requirement

FA06 Exempt FA06 Not Exempt FA07 Exempt FA07 Not Exempt
School
Years* Freshmen  Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers Freshmen Transfers
Grand
total 1738 713 116 309 1306 580 321 299
_ 94%  70% 6% = 30% 80% 66% = 20% 34%
o FAO06 Total Not

FA 07 Total Not
FA 06 Total Exempt

Exempt FA 07 Total Exempt Exempt
2451 ) 425 1886 620
85% 5% | 75% 25%




FLG Completion Based on 3-Year FLG Requirement

FA06 Exempt FA06 Not Exempt = FAO07 Exempt FAO7 Not Exempt
High '
School
Years*  Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer
No ‘ ' ‘
Foreign .
Language B 40 92 70 111
total B 40 92 - 70 111
Spanish-1 o : -
sem 0 0 0 8
Spanish -1 _
yr 58 99 124 96
Spanish - | ' ﬁ ‘
2yrs | 716 404 690 295
Spanish - |
3yrs 312 116 0 5 267 112 6 3
Spanish - ‘ '
4 yrs | 355 100 0 1 211 96 0 0
total 667 216 774 509 478 208 8200 402
French- 1 BB o
sem 0 0 0 3
French-1
yr 12 20 14 15
French -2 _
yrs - 118 69 81 50
French - 3 o
yrs 46 16 0 0 31 16 0 2
French - 4 | '
yrs 75 14 0 0 36 18 0 0
total 121 30 130 89 67| 34 95 70
German-1 : .
sem 0 0 0 2
German-1 ]
yrooo 0 8 4 T
German - T
2 yrs 50 28 34 23
German - 1
3yrs 15 6 0 0 17 6 0 3
German - o :
4 yrs 21 13 0 0 9 2 0 0
~ total 36 19 50 36 26 8 38 35




FLG Completion Based on 3-Year FLG Requirement

~ FA06 Exempt FA06 Not Exempt |  FAO7 Exempt FA07 Not Exempt
High ’
School _
Years* Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer
Italian-1 ‘ - i
sem 0 0 0 0
Italian-1 yr 0 0 0 0
ltalian - 2 | R |
yrs 9 4 7| 0
Italian - 3 . | .
yrs 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0
Italian - 4
yrs 4 0 0 0 3 1 0 0
total 4 1 9 4 4 2 8| 0
Latin-1 f :
sem 0 0l 0 0
Latin-1 yr 3 2| ; 0 4
Latin-2 |
yrs 5 11 | 10 0
Latin - 3 5
yrs 0 4 0 0 4 3 0 1
Latin - 4 B N |
yrs 7 1 0 0 2 1 0 0
total 7 5 8 13 6 4 10 5
Russian-
1 sem 0 0 0 0
Russian-1
yr 1 0 0 0
Russian - | —
2 yrs 0 3 0 0
Russian - | ' * A . ;
3yrs ‘ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Russian - . )
4 yrs | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
total 0 0| 1 3 0 0 0 0
Japanese- N B
1 sem 0 0 0 0
Japanese- |
1yr 2| 1 0 0
Japanese -
2 yrs 2 1 0 0
Japanese - ]
3yrs 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japanese - ]
4 yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
total 0 E 4 2 0 0 0 0




FLG Completion Based on 3-Year FLG Requirement

FA0O6 Exempt = FA06 Not Exempt FA07 Exempt FA07 Not Exempt

High
School ‘ ‘
Years*  Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer
Polish-1 T _ )
Polish-1 yr - 0 0 0 0
Polish - 2 R ’
yrs 02 0 0
Polish - 3 R '
yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Polish - 4 ) i ' '
yrs B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
total 0 0 0 2 o o 0o 0
Hebrew-1 _
~sem 0 0 0 0
Hebrew-1 '
yr 0 0 0 0
Hebrew-2
yrs 7 1 0 0 0
Hebrew - |
3yrs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hebrew-
4 yrs 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0
total 0 0 1 0 0 0 o 0
American N |
Sign
Language- }
2 yrs | ] 2 0 - 1 5 0
total 0 0o 2 0 0 0 5 0

*2006 transfer data includes college-level equivalents. In Fall 2006, 73 transfer students met the 2-

year requirement in college; 640 met it in high school. No breakout is available for 2007.




FLG Completion Based on 3-Year FLG Requirement

FA06 Exempt FA06 Not Exempt FA07 Exempt FA07 Not Exempt
School
Years* Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer Freshmen Transfer
Grand N B
total 835 - 272 1019 750 581 256 1046 623
45% 27%  55% 73% 36% 29% 64% 71%

FA06 Total Not

FA 07 Total Not

'FA 06 Total Exempt Exempt FA 07 Total Exempt Exempt
L 1107 1769 o 837 1669
38% 62% 33% 67%




G iance - Comparative Undergraduate Admission Information, 2008

Admission as a Transier

Admissicn 25 a transfer student to one of the slate universitiss in llinois Is bassd primarily or grade
point average for all zrevious colispe work, as lisied beiow. The minimum number of credil hours
reacad to be censidered 2 transfer studant for aémission purposes is aisa listed pelow. Apglicants
who have completed fewer than the required minimum credit hours must alse meet beginning
frashmen requircments except GSU.

Transfer Student Reyuirements

Minimum Semester Hours Minimum Cumulative GPA

(semesier hours x 1.5 = b} (A = 4.00)
csu 24 .00
ElU 30/2 2.0%12.5
GSU 50 2.0

{or AAAS/AAS from regionglly

accreoited instilution)
I1SU 24 2,020
HEIU 30 2.0
NIU 24 2.0
S 25 2,022
SIUE 30 2.0
uic 24 2.5

{mare hours and higher GPA for
many programs)

uls 30 2 grasszien
UG 30%* 2.8
Wiy 24 208

1. AR/AS degrees based or bacealaursate-oriented s2quencss from a community celiege in lllinois
generally are considerad 1o have junior status and have met lower-civision generel egucation
rEquirements.

2. The admission of transfer siudents is on a compettive basis. Several pragrams require specific
prersquis’te soursework and/or & higher GPA, Consult acmission information (application packet)
for current applicztion guidelines.

2, Beud slanding at las! college attended is alsc reguired.

4. AAS degress are eccentanle, but if the 3¢ hours of genarel educetion requirements have not been
met prior to gracuation, the dzgrez program may be extended.

5. The scheculs en which applications will bz reviewed provides for compstitive admission on &
space aveilablz basis.

6. Stugents who earn AAAS dzgrees from lllinois Community Colieges which meet the L.C.C.B.

mode! are considered to have junior siztus and have met Jower-givision general education

requiremsnts.

Credits must includs English Compesition

Demonsiraizd compeiency in English and Mathematics.

Students with the linois Artictlation Initiative (A1) Genarel Educetion Care Currisulum (GECC)

Il = ]

verifiad on their transcript-from-any-participating cclisge or university in Ilingis will have.metthe . ...

University general educaticn requirement.

10. AAJAS/ASA degrees beset or: baccalaureate-oriented secuences from a regienally accredited
post secondary institution generally are censidzred to have junior status and have met lower-
division gz educalion requirements.

11, Students with 20 Fours of college credit must meet the 2.0 GPA. Studenis wio iransfer
between 12 ard 28 hours of college credit must meet freshman admission stancards.

12. Studen:s who do not have 30 oradad fransierable semesier hours at the ime of application
will neec 1o submit official AGT or SAT scores.

Tuition and Fees*

csu In-state:SB,820/year (30 Krs.) NEIU
Cui-of-state: S15.800/vear (30 Hrs.)

ElU In-state: §8,782/year (30 Hrs.) NI
Out-of-stale: $21,862/year (30 Hrs.)
Fees inciuds textbooks

In-state; $8,016/year
Out-of-siate: $14,616/year

In-slats: $8,876/year
Out-of-state: $13,948

When to Apply for Transfer Admission

Applications should be filed as =arly as possible. This allows the university ede-
quate time to process the application and give maximum consideration to creden-
dals.

The state universities of llinois will continue to consider applicatiens as leng as
space exists. Applications with all required credentials should e received during
1he jollowing application periods:

Application Period Begins Application Period Ends

CSU  Cne year in advance of desired
eniry date

Consult university

EiU One vear in advance of desired
entry date

Consuit university

GSU  One year in advance of cesired
entry date

Consult university

ISU Summer/Fell: September 1
Spring: April 1

Summer/Fall: March 1; Spring: Nov 1;

NEIU  One yezr in advance of desired
entry cate

Fall: July 1; Spring: Nov 1;
Summer: April 1

NIUL One vear in advance of desired
entry date

Fall: August 1; Spring: Decemizer 1; spacs
limizations and/or budgetary constraints
may nacessilate an eariier czadline

SIUC  One year in advance of desired Consuit university

eniry daie

SIUE  Ore ysar in advance of desirec
ent-y date

Four wezks pricr to beginring
of term appiied for

uic Fall: September 1
Spring: July 1

Fall: March 1
Spring: October 1

uis One year in advance of desired
entry dats

Consult university
UIUC  Fall: January 15 Fall: March 17

WIU  One year in advance of desired
entry date

Fall Aug 1*, Spr. Bec 1°

After on a space available basis.

vIuG In-state: $12,240/year
Oul-of-state: $28,024/year

Wiu In-gtate: $6,272.50/year
Dut-of-state: $11,500.50/year

SIUC In-state: 88,B13.10/year
GSU Juniar/seniar: Cut-oi-state: $2C,275.50/year
In-staie: $5,54C/30 hours
Out-oi-siatz: $15,620/30 hours SIUE In-stale: §7,631.40/year
Out-of-stzie: $16,606.40/vear
18U in-staie: 9,81 4/year
Qut-ci-state: 16,444 yeer uic In-siate: $11,300/year
Qul-oi-staic: $23,706/year
uts In-state: 83,075/ yvear

Qui-of-state: S18.229/year *Estimeied and subjeci to change without notice.

v. Cansuit speciiic university catalods Tor 101l annuzl costs.



State Universities in lllinois — At ¢

_ Admission to the State Universities of lllinois

Admission requirerents for the state universities in [linois are outlined be'ow, Any quastizns or concems

abo

Admission as a Freshman
Acmission as a freshman to a stale university in {llinois i based primarily on a combinatior. of class

ranl, ACT or SAT score, and high schoo! subject petiern raquirements. Pending gracugtion fram high

ihe admissicns process should bz directed 10 the appropriate university alfice.

schogl, a siudent can be considered as a fresiman by prasaznling the follewing minimum

credeniials

SAT SAT
ACT Total ACT Total
University HSPR Composite Score University HSPR Composite Score
Csu ary HSPR 18 870 sluc~ Best qualifizc sludents admitled as
AND 2.5 cumulative GFA (A=4.0) space pt Censult the office of
ndmissions for ferher in i
EIU Best qualifizd students admilted Admissions for furiher iaformatior.
as space permits. Consull the SIVE Rzst qualifizd students admitied as
Office of Admissions for further spzcz permits. Consuil the cffice of
infommation. Admisgsions for fuher information.
GSU Upper-Division University: Admis- g ﬂﬂtan Ef\e‘:l Sfd"n a‘dmll‘.?’l‘j 2
sion limited to junlors and senicrs pace peemis, Conout] o (o of
ol e Admissions ior further information.
IS_U‘_ .Wé;qliqiuaﬁiﬁed sizdents admitled uls Best quain.eF students §m|llec as
A space permits. Cansult the Office cf
as space permits, Consult the Admissions for furlher informatian
Ofiice of Acmissions or :urther isaions e N IV
information. vlvc Best qualifiad students admilied as
space permits. Gonsult the Dffice of:
NEIU -89 ar { & :
i n 880 Admissicns for further informaticn.
U+ 50- TRl
NI 50-99 19 870 ga Wi 2 240

{or 2.75 gpa on a 4.0 scale with

19 ACT/B70 SAT (CR+I)

3448 23 103C &aay
(or 2.5 gpa on a 4.0 scale with

23 ACT/103C SAT (Ci=M)

And a 2.5 cumulztive GPA (A=4.0)
No Class Rank Racuired.

= Some pronsams have more saleciive crileria for admission. (UIC--Architsciure, Ar, Business,

Engineeri

ng, and Performirg Arls.)

+ The schadule cn vhich applicatiors will be reviewed provides for competitive admisslon on &
space available basis. Tnese ars the minimum requirements for consideration.

When to Appiy for Freshman Admissicn
Applications shouid be filed as early as possible in fall of the senicr year. An official transcript
including senior courses in progress, class size and rank should be submitled wilh {he application
for admission to facilitale the consideration of each appiicani.
time io procsss the application and give maximum consideration io credentizls.

The state universiies of linois will continue 1 consider applications as long as space exisis.
Applications with all required credentials should be received during the following application

s allows the university adequale

paricds:
Application Period Begins Application Period Ends
csu After completion of junior year Consulf university
EIU After Aug. 1 prior 1o beginning Constlt university
of senior year
i1sU Pririty filing period: Fall: March 1 » Spring: November 1
Septembar 1 - November 15
NEU Afier compiztion of junior year July 1
HiU After Sepi. 1 of senior year August 1; November 15 priority filing dale;
Studenis applying after February 1 will
ba considared on 2 space avallable basis
siuc Afler Aug. 1 of sanior year Cansult Univarsity
SIUE After complelion of junior year May1-— Decembar 1 Priarity filing date
uic After completion of junior year Januzry 15 of senior year
uis After Sepl. 1 of senior year Consul: university
uiuc Fall: After September 1 of January 2 of senior year
snior yzar
wiu Afier compietion of junior vear May 15 (Fall™™), Dec. 1 {Spr.™"

= Applications raceived after the deadling will be considersd on space avzilability.

Financial Aid

Form(s) Required

Deadline*

csu Free Application fer February 1 Pricrity
Federal Student Ald (FAFSA) deadline
EIU Free Application for Federzl March 1 Priority
Siudent Ald (FAFSA) filing date
GSU GSU Aid Application. [FAFSA) reguired May 1 Priority deadline
ISU Free Application for Feceral Stucant Aid {FATSA) March 1 Priory
filing date
NEIU NEIU Ai¢ Anplication and Fres Application for February 28 Priority
Federal Student Aid {FAFSA) deadline
NiU Free Application for Federal Siudent Aid (FAFSA) Iarch 1 Priority
SIUC  (FAFSH) Aol 1 Priarity deadling
SIUE  (FAFSA) Warch 1 Friority
dezdline
uic {FAFSA) Merch 1 Pricrity
deadiine™
uis Free Application for Federal Studsnt Aid (FAFSA) Iarch 1 Priority
deadline
uiuc Free Application for Federal Student Aic (FAFSA) March 15 Priarity
deadline
Wi (FAFSA) February 1 Priority

* Students who apply aftzr this date will be served an afirst-come, first-served bas's until funds are

exhaustad.

Room and Board*

Gsu
$7,250 for Fall and Soring Includes meai plans
{double occupancy)

EIU

$8,734-57 588/year wiih meal plen {double
occupancy) Hotsing is 2 separate application
procedure from Admissicn.

GSU
No university housing provided;
commuter institution

ISU
§7,458/year (mullipl2 occupancy
5-day unlimited meal plan)

NEIU
No university housing provided;
commuter institution

NiU

§7,270/car

{basic meal - olhers availabls)
{double eccupancy)

SIUG
37,134.00/yzar (muliiple occupancy,
includes 19 meals/wask)

SIVE
$7,071 year-with meal plan (doubls
0SCUpancy)

uic
$8,000 (average)/yaar (basic meal - others
available)

uis
$8,050/y=ar Freshman(includes meal plar)

uiuc
$8,7G4 (average)/year (most papular meal plan)

WIU

37,210/year (doublz room 2nd basic meal plan)
$8,850/year (single accupancy ang basic meal
plan)

*Subject to chanps




State University Foreign Language Requirements
for Admission and Graduation

Hniversity

Foreign Language Requirement
for Admission

Foreign Language Requirement
for Graduation

Chicago State University

Eastern llfinois University

Governors State University

linois State University

Northeastern lllinois University

Northern lllinois University

Southern Hinois University
“~arbondale

Southern lilinois University
Edwardsville

University of lllinois Chicago

University of lllinois Springfield

University of lllinois
Urbana-Champaign

Western lliinois University

Not reguired

Not required

Not required

2 years of one foreign language OR
2 years of fine aris

Not required
Humanities: 2 years of fereign language or combi-

nation of language, art, music, theatre

Not required; used toward fulfillment of 2 year
elective requirement. Must include twe semesters
of the same language.

Not required — 2 years recommended

2 years of one language

2 years of one language or
2 years of fine arts. Honors students must have 2
years of ong language.

2 years of one language

2 years of foreign language or 2 years of an

elective that may include: foreign language, music, art,
theatre, film, religion, philosophy, speech, or joumalism

All Majors - 6 hours of coliege languege (can be met by
assessment /proficiency test or college level courses only)

All Bachelor Degrees - 2 semesters of college language
(can be met by 2 years of single foreign language in high
school with “C” or better average)

Not required

Gollege of Arts and Sciences - 2 semesters of college
language (can be met by successful completion of 3 years
of same foreign language in high school)

Bachelor of Arts — 3 semesters of college language {may
be met by proficiency test or college level courses only)

Not required

Bachelor of Arts - 2 years of one foreign language &t the
college level (can be met by 4 years of ong foreign lan-
guage in high school with “C"

or greater in each course)

Gollege of Liberal Arts - one year (2 courses) of coliegs
fanguage (met by college coursework or exam only)
Bachelor of Fine Aris {in College of Liberal Aris)

- exempt from language requirement

Bachelor of Arts — coilege language required (met by
college ievel coursawork only)

College of Business - 2 semesters at college level (can
be met by 2 years of language in high school)

College of Architecture and the Arts - 2 semesters
at college level (can be met by 2 years of language in
high school)

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences - 4 semesters at
college levei (met by language placement test or college
level ianguagza courses only)

Freshman Honors Students - must demonstrate foreign
language speaking proficiency at the second
year/sophomore level {can be met by assessment test or
college courses only)

Colieges of Business and Liberal Aris and Sciences —
up 1o the 4th collegiate levei of foreign language (can be
met by 4 years of ong high school foreign language}

All other colleges - up to the 3rd collzgiate level (can be
met by 3 years of one high school foreign language)

Selected majors - bi-cultural-bi-lingual education, foreign
language, and biojoay (can ke met by 2 years of high
schocl foreign ianguage)



EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Robert M. Augustine Phone: 581-2220
Dean Fax: 581-6020
1201 Blair Hall Email: rmaugustine@eiu.edu
TO: Les Hyder, Chair

CAA Subcommittee to Modify the Foreign Language Graduation Requirement
RE: Proposal to increase the Foreign Language Requirement to 3 Semesters
DATE: October 7, 2008

Thank you for inviting me to respond to the proposal that Eastern lllinois University increase the
current foreign language graduation requirement from 2 to 3 semesters of study. Based on the
proposal, the increased study would add greater significance to Eastern’s international mission
and improve preparation for experiences such as study abroad and internationally focused
majors and minors.

After carefully reviewing the proposal | continue to support those statements that | made during
our discussion of October 2, 2008.

| am a strong proponent of international learning experiences, but | am concerned thatin an
effort to advance an existing requirement we simultaneously decrease perhaps the only
opportunity that a student may have to choose an alternative experience. A significant
proportion of Eastern students have limited or no opportunity to reflect on the scholarly goals
they wish to achieve with their degree and then make choices that support and advance their
own goals. A significant number of Eastern students, particularly students in professional fields
such as education and business, currently have such extensive degree, major, and minor
requirements that these preclude almost any opportunity for reflective thinking, decision making,
and academic planning. While | agree that increasing the foreign language requirement is one
way to achieve the goals outlined in the proposal, it subsequently decreases the very limited
opportunity that many students have to select other options for achieving their academic goals.
| value decision making in the development of a student's academic career and there are
currently very few of these. | support the efforts by our academic councils to preserve the few
remaining opportunities. Non-required hours of study may offer students their only opportunity
to select an experience such as study abroad. Selecting this experience can significantly
advance the value of the degree.

My preference is to retain the current foreign language requirement in order to preserve the
limited opportunities that Eastern students currently have to make decisions about their
academic course of study. This allows the student to determine if an additional semester of
foreign language meets her/his academic goals or if an alternative experience such as study
abroad would better meet those goals.

C: Provost Lord



EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Memorandum Department of Biological Sciences
Dr. Andrew S. Methven. Chair

(217) 581-6241 phone

(217) 581-7141 fax

asmethvenigeiun.edu

To: I.es Hyder. Journalism
Re: Proposal to Change the Foreign Language Requirement
Date: October 16, 2008

[ am writing on behalf of the Department of Biological Sciences to express the department’s reservations about
the proposal to increase the foreign language requirement to receive a baccalaureate degree at Eastern Illinois
University. While the department understands that increasing the foreign language requirement may have
potential advantages (supports initiative to internationalize Eastern’s curriculum: increases expectations for
eraduates: increases student communication skills: increases appreciation of other cultures), our specific
concerns are as follows:

«  Majors in Biological Sciences have a content-heavy curriculum. It is already a challenge for majors to
complete their degree in 120 hours. The addition of a semester of foreign language will only
exacerbate the problem.

*  The proposed implementation date is a significant concern because of its impact on new students, of
which we have a significant number.

+  Incompatibility of foreign language requirement for transfer students, of which we have asignificant
number.

«  Impact on non-traditional students who have not had a foreign language in many years and would
have difficulty meeting the requirement.

*  No specified outcomes are presented as to what will be accomplished by increasing the foreign
language requirement of general education.

In addition. there are other options:

« Implement a one semester class that focuses on foreign culture rather than the advancement of a
foreign language for students who need an additional semester of foreign language.

+  Allow one semester of a different language to increase global competency.

+  Several programs include options within the major for expanded foreign language study. Departments
or programs that want additional foreign language requirements can build them into their curriculum.
This should be a department-by-department decision, not a mandated additional component of general
education.

| appreciate the opportunity to express our concerns to you and CAA. The department looks forward to a
continuing dialog on a better approach to greater internationalization of campus and what will best serve the
students at Eastern Illinois University without extending the length of time to degree completion. The
Department of Biological Sciences encourages CAA not to approve the foreign language proposal.



Les.

[ regret that I am unable to attend the meeting tomorrow with members of Deans Council
to discuss the change in the FLG requirement. [ do plan to attend the meeting on October
23 with members of the COS Curriculum Committee.

The proposed change in the FLG requirement was discussed in the COS Curriculum
Committee and COS Department Chairs meetings. Dr. Cantfield attended a COS
Department Chairs meeting in the Fall of 2007 and received input from the department
chairs. The concerns expressed to Dr. Canfield still exist. The concerns expressed to Dr.
Canfield are significant and were not addressed by Dr. Canfield in any follow up
correspondence or in his presentation to CAA last spring.

[n the past CAA has appropriately asked for assessment data or other appropriate data to
demonstrate a need for a curricular change. Assessment data or other data to demonstrate
the need was not shared. What student learning goals do we expect to enhance with this
proposal? How will the outcomes be assessed?

In times of flat or declining applicant pools and greater dependence on tuition dollars. the
University finances are very sensitive to enrollments. Are we certain that this proposal
will not negatively impact our enrollments? How will we ensure that it does not impact
our enrollments? Predicting show rates and enrollments is far more complex than it was
a decade ago. and therefore. predicting the impact of a change such as the change in FLG
is also a complex endeavor. Two of our most fierce competing institutions are ISU and
SIUE. ISU only requires 2 semesters: the requirement at SIUE is not listed in the study.
As stated above. enrollments are driving higher education finance in public institutions in
ways not seen before. I believe it would be imprudent to move forward with such a
proposal without a thorough review of the impacts by our Admissions Office.

The implementation plan does not indicate how high schools and community colleges
will be informed of the change in graduation requirement. What is the communication
plan for high schools and our transfer institutions? s the implementation date
appropriate?

Additional coursework in some majors will impact time to degree. In particular, science
majors. CDS. and most education programs of study are challenged to complete the
degree in 120 hours and some simply cannot due to professional or credential
requirements. This has the potential of adding 4 hours to the program of study. impacting
time to degree.

Non-traditional students are impacted by our current FLG requirement and that impact
will be more pronounced with this proposal. If those students completed high school with
2 years of FL.G 3-10 vears prior to enrolling at EIU. they probably could not complete the
third semester course without taking two additional semesters. What accommodations
are being considered for students who completed the two year requirement several years
carlier? At a time when we are working to increase access to non-traditional students and
competing for those students with virtual universities around the world, this is a



significant concern.

This change in the graduation requirement has the potential to be a very expensive
program. implemented at a time when we do not have enough resources for the curricula
and programs in place. What is the business plan? How many additional faculty
positions will be needed? Will the hiring of those faculty take precedence over the hiring
of faculty in other departments and colleges? In addition, but not a minor detail, where
would the additional faculty oftices be? COS has departments in Coleman Hall and we
understand the critical needs for space, particularly office space.

[f there is an interest in increasing FLG at EIU, perhaps it should be from the
programmatic level. Perhaps there are majors or concentrations where an increase in
I'l.G would enhance the curriculum. For example. in the College of Sciences, the
[nternational Options in PLS and ECN might want to consider an increase in the FLG
requirement. Perhaps this is a requirement that should be considered by College rather
than as a university wide requirement.

[ thank you for the opportunity to provide input. [ look forward to the meeting on October
23.

Mary Anne Hanner, Dean
College of Sciences
Eastern [llinois University
Charleston. IL. 61920
mahanner@eiu.edu
217/581-3328 (phone)
217/581-7110 (fax)



Hi. Les.

Sue Harvey and her FL.G expert. Sarah Newby. estimate that fewer than 10% of new
students use a foreign language course they took in middle school. Based on our top high
school feeders. thev also provided this information:

Lincoln-Way East offers French 1-4, German 1-4. Latin 1-4. and Spanish 1-4
Lincoln-Way Central offers French 1-4. German 1-4. Latin 1-4. and Spanish 1-4
Lockport Township offers Japanese 1-4. French 1-4. German 1-4., and Spanish 1-4
Charleston offers French 1-4 and Spanish 1-4

Carl Sandburg offers French 1-5. German -5, Latin 1-4, and Spanish 1-6

Last. the BA in General Studies does not include a foreign language requirement.

Mary

Mary Herrington-Perry, Ph.D.

Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs
Eastern [llinois University

(217) 581-7681

mhperryweiu.edu



Hi Les.

Below is a message very similar to the one | sent to CAA last year regarding the foreign
language proposal. Thanks.

--Doug

I'm writing in regard to CAA agenda item 08-35. which proposes to increase the foreign
language graduation requirement from two to three semesters. The faculty of the

Department of Chemistry is against passage of the proposal; our concerns include the
following:

--the curriculum for many science majors. including chemistry, already is very full. Most
students are busy all days of the week with lectures on MWF and multiple long lab
periods on TR. The additional four hours this proposal would add to each student's load,
coupled with the inevitable scheduling conflicts between science labs and four day a
week foreign language classes, will extend time to degree for many students.

--for students who do not complete the proposed language requirement while in high
school. the logical time to finish the sequence will be during their freshman or sophomore
vears. During these years. however, chemistry students must follow a heavy schedule of
demanding chemistry, math. and physics prerequisites if they hope to finish our degree
on time. This will likely force these students to postpone finishing the foreign language
requirement, essentially requiring them to start the foreign language sequence from
scratch- (a very burdensome prospect). Of course this situation exists under the current
requirement. but it will worsen if three semesters of foreign language are required.

--in many cases for our students every free semester hour, including the four semester
hours endangered by this proposal. is essential for completing minor requirements,
broadening student exposure in fields of personal interest. or participating in
undergraduate research projects or departmental honors programs. s the loss of these
options worth it? We feel the content and flexibility sacrificed by an additional four
hours of foreign language 1s not in every student’s best interest.

--encouraging additional study in foreign language can be accomplished either through
specific departmental requirements. or by allowing optional tracks within the general
education curriculum. This latter route could potentially serve more students more
effectively.



--finally. the institutional comparative data cited in the proposal is fraught with errors and
is very misleading. A cursory web investigation suggests that what has been presented
applies only to subsets of students at these institutions. (From what I can tell no other
state institution has a three semester language requirement for every student.)

Thank vou.

Doug Klarup. Professor and Chair

Department of Chemistry. Eastern Illinois University
Charleston. IL 61920

217-381-3322: dgklarup(a@eiu.edu



Date:

To:

FFrom:

Re:

October 17, 2008

Council on Academic Affairs
c¢/o Dr. Les Hyder.,

Gail J. Richard. Department Chair
Communication Disorders & Sciences

Proposal to Change the Foreign Language Requirement

I am writing to express serious concern regarding the proposal to increase the foreign language
requirement to achieve a baccalaureate degree at Eastern Illinois University. My concerns are
shared by the faculty in the Department of Communication Disorders & Sciences.

Specific areas of concern are the following:

Many departments have a content-heavy curriculum, including CDS. It will be a
challenge for majors to incorporate an additional semester of foreign language into a 120
hour degree.

Students with hearing impairment or language impairment that opt for the sign language
class due to deficits in their auditory svstem will lose that state-approved option. Students
in majors such as Communication Disorders, Special Education, and Early Childhood
often opt for sign language to meet the foreign language requirement because it broadens
their academic preparation to work with disordered populations of children. There is not a
third level of sign language courses. other than to go for full interpreter status. which is
not available at the community colleges.

[t would probably be more advantageous to explore an additional introductory course in a
different language to increase students’ global competency, rather than focusing on more
of the same language. A more diverse exposure to languages, such as “Japanese for
business or travel™ would expand our students™ horizons and be more consistent with the
EIU mission statement and study abroad options.

There were no data presented to support this decision and no specified outcomes as to
what will be accomplished by increasing the foreign language component of general
education.

Several programs include options within the major for expanded foreign language study.
That option should be a department-by-department decision. not mandated as an
additional component of general education. The majors that desire that component can
build it into their curricular requirements.

Several of the universities cited as requiring more than 2 semesters do not have a global
requirement of more than two semesters. For example, at the University of Illinois, it is a
choice by program or degree. The majority of peer institutions require 2 semesters.

The additional requirement will become a burden at the high school and community
college levels. Most students currently meet the requirement in high school and will
continue to try and meet the requirement before enrolling at EIU, which could negatively
impact the recruitment of students.

We appreciate the opportunity to express our concerns to the Council. The Communication
Disorders & Sciences Department encourages you to seriously consider this proposal and not
approve it at the present time. Thank you!



William C. Hine, Dean
School of Continuing Education

600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Hlinois 61920-3099

Office:  (217) 581-6644
E-mail: wchine@eiu.edu

EASTERN
ILLINOIS TO: Dr. Les Hyder
SIS Journalism Department
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DATE: October 1, 2008
RE: - Schoel of Continuing Education Perspeciive on a University-Wide

Expansion of Foreign Language Requirement

The School of Continuing Education greatly appreciates the opportunity to share our
perspective on this proposal to increase the university-wide foreign language
requirement.

It is the School of Continuing Education belief this would have a negative impact on
nontraditional students and would lead to lower enrollments. EIU/School of
Continuing Education is in a very competitive situation off campus for students. The
issues of time to degree and potential additional tuition costs to them are of serious
concern to nontraditional students. Nontraditional students are very cost and time
sensitive in their pursuits of their bachelors’ degrees as in almost all situations they are
paying for their degree themselves. This proposal could negatively impact both cost
and time to degree, many nontraditional students have been out of school for awhile
and it could have been years since they took a foreign language course.

The School of Continuing Education is strongly in favor of global diversity classes as a
part of the nontraditional student academic curriculum. These classes are currently
available off campus to increase the nontraditional students’ global understanding
which is important. While a foreign language class does this alse there are other ways
to address this important concern. '

Our colleagues at Illinois community colleges have told us directly their concern about
this change and believe it would have negative impact on nontraditional students as
well as traditional age transfer students coming to EIU.

The School of Continuing Education believes that if individual EIU degree programs or
EIU colleges select to increase the foreign language requirement for their degree that is
appropriate. This model is followed by many research universities and we believe
would be best for EIU.

In conclusion, the School of Continuing Education believes a mandatory university-
wide increase in the foreign language requirement would have deleterious impact on
the School of Continuing Education nontraditional off-campus student enrollment. An



Page 2

increase in the foreign language requirement for many nontraditional students would
make Eastern Illinois University not their first choice in regards to pursuing a
bachelor’s degree.

Let me thank you in advance for your consideration of this memo. If I can share
additional perspectives or provide additional information please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Thank you.

ce: President Perry
Provost Lord
Dean Hoadley

Dean Hanner

Dean Jackman

Dean Johnson

Dean Augustine

Dr. Cross

Dr. Weber

Dr. Herrington-Perry
Dr. Woodward

Ms. Collins



in addition, data from the Admission Testing Program of the College Board show
a definite positive correlation between Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores and
the study of foreign languages. In one recent test group, for example, students
who had taken no foreign language in high school achieved a mean score of 366
on the verbal portion of the SAT, and 409 on the math portion. Students who had
taken oniy one year of a foreign fanguage had slightly higher scores (378 and
416), whereas students with two years of foreign language showed more
dramatic increases (417 and 463). Each additional year of language study
brought a further rise in scores, with students who had studied a language for
five years or more achieving an average of 504 on the verbal and 535 on the
matih portion of the exam.

ERIC Identifier: ED276305
Publication Date: 1986-10-00
Author: Weatherford, H. Jarold
Source: ERIC Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics Washington DC.

Personal Benefits of Foreign Language Study. ERIC
Digest.

Examined are the consequences of bilingualism on children's ability to formulate
scientific hypotheses or solutions to science problems & interactions of this ability
with aspects of linguistic competence. Experimental group treatment consisted of 12
science inquiry film sessions & 6 discussion sessions, all taught by the same teacher
in English. The quality of scientific hypotheses and the complexity of the language
used to express them were found to be significantly higher for both experimental
groups than for the control groups. However, the bilingual children, given the
same instruction by the same teacher in formulating scientific hypotheses,
consistently outperformed monolingual children both in the guality of
hypotheses generated and in the syntactic complexity of the written
language. One implication is that a well-organized bilingual program where children
develop in two linguistic perspectives can make the positive interactions of cognitive
functioning & language development more fully operative.

Kessler, C., & Quinn, M. E. (1980). Positive effects of bilingualism on Science
problem-solving abilities. In J. Alatis (Ed.), Georgetown Universityround
table on languages and linguistics (pp. 295-308). Washington, DC:
Georgetown University Press, from Linguistics and Language Behavior
Abstracts database.




Analysis of the American College Test (ACT) scores of 17,451 students applying for
college admission between 1981 and 1985 found that high school students wha
studied a foreign language consistently scored higher on ACT English and
mathematics components than did students who did not study a foreign language in
high school.

Olsen, S.A., Brown, L.K. (1992). The relation between high school study of
foreign languages and ACT English and mathematics performance. ADFL
Bulletin, 23(3), from ERIC database.

T L L T L L ey St e oo

Examines the correlation between high school foreign language study and success in
coilege. Found that those who studied Latin, French, German, or Spanish in high
school may be expected to perform better academically in college than students of
equal academic ability who do not take a foreign language.

Wiley, P. D. (1985). High school foreign language study and college
academic performance. Classical Outiook, 62(2), 33-36. from ERIC
database.
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School records of 7,460 students at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale were
analyzed to assess the extent to which foreign language study correlates with ACT
scores. Students were selected on the basis of having ACT scores on file and having
answered survey questions about their previous foreign language study. To control
for intelligence, students were divided into a "more gifted" group (GPA of 3.0 or
higher, college preparatory program, top quarter of their class) and a lower group
not meeting the stated requirements. The authors expiain that the more gifted
students were more likely to take foreign languages, but that for each group, years
of study led to improved composite ACT scores, with the highest effect on scores in
the English subsection of the test.

Timpe, E. (1979). The effect of foreign language study on ACT scores. ADFL
Bulletin, 11(2), 10-11.
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{Last two quotes puiled from www. actfl.org)

A study by Olsen and Brown (1989) supports that English and mathematics performance levels of
students who have studied a foreign language in high school are higher than those of students
who have not. in prior research that controlled for variations in students' ability, the English and
math performance [evels of students who had studied a foreign language tended to be higher
than those of students who had not. (Wiley; Eddy; Bastian; Timpe: Skelton: Qlsen and Brown).
Further and more detailed study of interrelations among parts might reveal, as suggested by
Jarvis, thal the mental processing skills required 1o do mathematics problems are aiso developed
by language processing and vice versa,

Benefits {o students:

Academic bhenefits

The study of another language affects academic areas as well. Research has shown that
children who have studied a foreign language in elementary school achieve higher scores
on standardized tests in reading, language arts, and mathematics than those who have not
(Masciantonio, Rafferty). The results of the Louisiana Report on foreign language and
basic skills (Rafferty) show that regardless of their race, sex, or academic level, students
in foreign language classes outperformed those who were not taking foreign languages.
Foreign language study has also been shown to eahance listening skills and memory, and
the development of second language skills can contribute a significant additional
dimension to the concept of communication. Furthermore, students who have studied a
foreign language develop greater cognitive skills in such areas as mental flexibility,
creativity, divergent thinking and higher order thinking skills (Foster and Reeves;
Landry; Rafferty; Ginsburg and McCoy).

Data from the Admissions Testing Program of the College Board show a positive
correlation between SAT scores and the study of a foreign language. Verbal scores of
students increased with each additional year of language study. Interestingly, the verbal
scores of students who had taken four or five years of foreign language were higher than
the verbal scores of students who had taken four or five years of any other subjects.

Enhanced career opportunities

As noted earlier, the knowledge of other languages will be a valuable asset in the
workplace of tomorrow. Workers will be called upon to cooperate with colleagues in
other countries, crossing time zones, languages, and cultures.
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State Universities in lilinois —
At a Glance

Summary of Minimum High School Course Requirements for
Admission of Freshman to lllinois Public Universities
—Effective 2009—

Social
Total English  Sludies  Mathemalics  Science Electives and Other Requiremenis

Chicago State + 15 4 K 3" 3w 2 years of foreign language, music, vocational education or art

Eastern lllinois 15 4 3 3w 3= 2 years of academic or vocaticnal eleciives.

Northeastarn lilinois 15 41 ¥ Ki 3 2 years of foreign language (FL),or 2 years of fine aris (FA) or a
combination of 1 year FA/FL and 1 year of vecational education.

Western lllinois + 15 4 3* an K 2 years of foreign language, music, vocational education, art, theatre, fitm,
religion, philosophy, speech or journalism

lllincis State 15 4 2 =i 21 2 years of one foraign language or fine arts; and 2 years of electives,

Northern illinois 15 42 Kid 3" av 2 units {one must be foreign language, art, or music); 3 units of the
reguired 15 units may be cistributed by deducting no more than one unit
from the categeries of social studies, sciences, and electives anc
completing those 3 units in ary of the 5 categories of coursework.

Southern Illinois University .

Carbondale 150r 16 47 3 3or4* 3% 2 years of electives in foreign language, art , fing arts, music or vocational
educatior; if a foreigr language Is taken, it must include two semesters of
the same language.

Edwardsville 15 4 3° 3® 3 2 years chosen from foreign language, music, the visual arts, theatre,
dance and/cr vocational education.

University of lllinois

Chicago 16 44 3 3 an 2 years of foreign language; 1 year of an elective.

Springfield 15 4¢ ar e 3 2 years of one foreign language or 2 years of fing arts, selected from art,
music, dence and theatre are requirad.

Urbana-Champaign 150ri5.5 4 28 3 or3.5" ol 2 years of one forsign language are required; and 2 years ({lexible

NOT

1
2
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. Zmphasize it
. One unit must be U.S. hisiery or & comiination of U.S. history and covemment.
. Al least 2 years of history and/or governmen; other accepialle subjecis are antiropslogy,

academic units) frem any of the five subject categories. Approved art,
music, or vocational education courses may be counted in tha fiexible
academic units category.

include not more than 1 year of creative writing cr joumalism.

. Studlzs in language, comgosition, and literaiure requiring practice in expositery writing in all

such werk. Coursework should emphasize reading, veriting, speaking, and listening.
lory and govemment.

economics, gsoaraphy, psychology, and scciology.

Histary and government are preferred. Acditiona’ zcceptabie social studies include anfiiropole-
zs, geography, philoscphy, political sclence, psychoiagy, and s2cioiogy.

ust be American History plus 1 unit of histary, government, psychology, economics of

. Introductory through advanced algebra, geometry, frigonometry, or fundamenizls of computer

programming (Computer programming not appiicable at ISU).

. Thres 1o four units of coilegs preparatory methematics, ircluding one year of geomstry end one

rear of advanced algebra and/or ngonometry.
¥ g g

. Eifaciive Summer 2008, the high schoel course requirement for admission will be Algebra 1 & 1,

anc z p:oof-based gzometty course. A fourth unit is highly recommenced: trigonometry and
pre-calculus, or siztistics, Genending on the student's area of inierest.

ES:
- Sugnssted Eleclives - includes ofher academic courses. 13. One year of inroductory algebra, 1 year of geomatry, 1/2 year of algebra beyond the intraducto-
. Emphasizing writian and ora! communication and literasure. 1y year, end 1/2 year of more advanced mathematics or fundamentals of compuler program-
Three units of English must be courses emphasizing writien and eral commurication and ming.
literature. 4. Algzbra, geometry, advanced algebra, trigonomeiry. Typically, such courses es
. Emphasizing grammar, compasition, writlzn and oral cammunization, and literature; may careerfoccupational mathematics, consumer mathematics, applied business mathematics, pre-

algebrz, and computer courses are nol accepizble. 3.5 years of mathematics including
trigonometry are requirad i tha ioliowing curricula: Agriculiural, Consumer and Environmental
Sciznces — egricultural enginsering; Businass - all currictia; Engineering - all curriculg; Fing
2nd Appiied Aris — architecturz| stucies; Liberal Ats and Sciences-specialized curricule in
biochemistry, cnemicat 2nginezring, chemistry, geolcgy, and physics.

15. Algebre, geometry, advenced zlgebra, trigonomeiry.

. Laboratery sciences.
. Twe units must be courses in tha physical or biological sciences.

One unit must be a laboraiory
science. i

. One yar of biclogy, 1 year of chemisiry, anc 1 acditional year of earlh science, physics, biology,

or chemistry. {All must be leboratory sciences.)

. Laboratory courses in biology, chemistry,-or physics are preferred. Laboratory ceurses in

astrenomy and geaiogy ere 2lso acceptable. General scienze will not be acceptadls.
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Attachment C

From: Debra Reid [dareid@eiu.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2008 7:44 PM
To: Roszkowski, Christie

Cc: Fopay, Janet; lecurry@eiu.edu
Subject: response to CRA minutes

Hi, Christie,

Please share with CAA - re. minutes from April 24:

April 24 Minutes
ITI: Other:

I do not support the comment made by Provost Lord that he would "recommend to President
Perry that he neither accept nor reject the [change to the foreign language
requirement] at this time. Rather, [Proveost Lord] will recommend that the President
return it to the council for further discussion of logistical and practical issues that
were not fully discussed at last week's meeting."

I respectfully submit that the Council voted to approve the proposed change to the
foreign language requirement. To indicate any other result to the President invalidates
the wvote. Rather, in keeping with the vote of the council, I recommend that the Provost
consider appointing an ad hoc committee that would report to him, and that it consist
of constituents across campus, including representatives from Foreign Languages,
Enrollment Management, Admissions, Academic Advising, and each of the Colleges. This
body would explore implementation needs - in other words, the logistical and practical
issues. The time line for implementation - not until 2010, and not until 2015 for
transfer students - allows some time to ensure a smooth transition. Ideally ad hoc
committee meetings could occur during Summer and Fall 2008, with an implementation
proposal brought forth to CAA at the end of Fall 2008.

Faculty and students supported the change to the requirement. Representatives from all
levels of the Cocllege of Sciences, however, opposed it. Certainly consideration of
exemptions, affect on transfer students, etc., can be discussed, but the spirit of the
vote to strenghten academic preparation of EIU students should not be overturned. Steve
Canfield, Chair of Foreign Languages indicated that he had consulted with wvarious
bodies across campus and over time, prior to submitting the proposal, and CAA had it on
its agenda for at least two weeks (added one week, and then delayed one week to ensure
communication could occur). The argument that the discusion did not involve a broad
enough constituency or that it occured to quickly fails tec take into account the
meetings between Canfield and Deans and Chairs, that apparently occured. The provost
should not "neither accept nor reject" CRAs official wvote in favor of increasing
language requirements at EIU. That can set a bad precedent for other controversial
votes, such as occurred with EWP and General Education. Rather, I request that the
Provost accept the vote, convey it to the President, and take steps to further the
conversation about implementaticn.

Debra Reid

Debra Reid

Assoclate Professor, Department of History
Eastern Illinois University

600 Lincoln Ave.

Charleston, IL 61920

217-581-7272

Fax: 217-581-7233

e-mail: dareid@eiu.edu



From: Foster. Gary

Sent: Friday. March 21. 2008 10:06 AM
To: Roszkowski, Christie

Ce: Hanner. Mary Anne

Subject: foreign language proposal

DATE: 21 March 2008

TO: Dr. Christie Roszkowski

Chair. CAA

FROM: Dr. Gary Foster
Chair, Sociology/Anthropology

RE: Proposal to increase foreign language to 3 semesters

[ write in opposition to the proposal to increase the foreign language graduation
requirement to three semesters, and do so with the full recognition that such a position
may be perceived as “anti-intellectual.” though [ would hope that my expressed
opposition would provide some catalyst for genuine intellectual reflection and debate and
not be seen as some dichotomous anti-academic position.

First. I would note that of the cited language requirements at other institutions, the modal
requirement is two semesters, and overwhelmingly. when three or more semesters are
required. it is specific to, and dependent upon degree. area, or program. That seems most
reasonable to allow academic units and programs to decide if their students would derive
substantial benefit from an additional semester of a foreign language. Such a requirement
could. indeed. enhance some majors, but would be problematic for others.

Second. I would note that the proposal. which would impact the entire institution. is
being made by a single department and not a university-wide committee driven by any
empirical assessment. Thus, [ am not persuaded that any academic need is being
justified. T seriously doubt that a third semester in another language would make the
student fluent in the language. That would come only with some considerable immersion
in the culture. I do not doubt that an additional semester of a foreign language would
have intellectual benefit. but I also believe that intellectual benefit would be derived from
nine hours of math or twelve hours of biological and physical sciences. Nearly every
day. I read news articles about how we, as a nation, are falling behind other nations in
math and sciences. I also believe that global and international perspectives would be just
as enhanced by nine or twelve hours of anthropology, or the regional studies offered in
political science or geography.

Third. such a requirement would adversely impact an already-crowded curricula. at least
in many instances, thus impacting time to degree. An intellectual benefit of the academy
should be the opportunity of student exploration with greater choices, and this proposal



would diminish choices. unless we are now positioned to consider increasing the hourly
requirement for degree to 128 hours or more. [ know that students in the social science.
teacher certification programs are already well beyond the 120 hours, as I suspect all
teacher certification programs are.

Fourth. I have to wonder if this proposal would ultimately require additional foreign-
language staff, an increasingly scarce resource that we are all competing for, and that we
all can justify. The internationalization and globalization of the general education
curriculum and an enhanced appreciation of cultural diversity could certainly occur with
an increase in anthropological offerings, and the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology could make a substantial contribution with the addition of several more
anthropologists.

I have only sincere respect for those offering this proposal and for the integrity of the
proposal itself. but if passed by CAA, [ believe that it would come at some considerable
impact. as identified above.

I am grateful for the work that CAA does. and I appreciate the opportunity to express my
perspective on this proposal.



Foreign Language Opinion Survey

1. How many of your entering freshman students have completed 3 years of a single high school foreign

language?
A Very Few 32 76%
__B. Less than half 10 24%
__C.Over Half
__D. Most

2. How many of your entering freshman students have completed 2 years of a single high school foreign
- f=1 - (=4 o (=}
language?

__A.Very Few 8 19%
__B. Less than half 25 60%
__C. Over Half 9 21%
_D. Most

3. How many of your entering freshman students have completed 1 year of a single high school foreign
language?

A Very Few 2 5%

_B. Less than half 10 24%
__C. Over Half 21 50%
__D. Most 9 21%

4. Requiring all Eastern Illinois University’s students to have 3 years of high school foreign language or a
3" semester of a college foreign language would help our students become responsible citizens of a diverse
world.

A, Strongly Disagree 12 28%
__B. Disagree 13 31%
__C. Neutral 7 17%
__D. Agree 7 17%
~ E. Strongly Agree 3 7%

5. Requiring all Eastern Illinois University’s students to have 3 years of high school foreign language or a
3™ semester of a college foreign language would support and strengthen participation in study abroad
programs.

__A. Strongly Disagree 12 28%
__B. Disagree 11 26%
_C. Neutral 4 10%
__D. Agree 11 26%
__E. Strongly Agree 4 10%

6. Requiring all Eastern Illinois University’s students to have 3 years of high school foreign language or a
3" semester of a college foreign language would internationalize the curriculum.

__A. Strongly Disagree 15 36%
__B. Disagree 12 28%
__C. Neutral 7 17%
_ D. Agree 7 17%

E. Strongly Agree 1 2%

7. Requiring all Eastern Illinois University’s students to have 3 vears of high school foreign language or a
3" semester of a college foreign language would increase enrollment in upper division foreign language
courses.

A, Swrongly Disagree 19 45%
__B. Disagree 10 24%
__C. Neutral 4 10%
__D. Agree 8 19%

__E. Strongly Agree 1 2%



8. Requiring all Eastern Illinois University’s students to have 3 years of high school foreign language or a
3™ semester of a college foreign language would bring EIU into line with other state universities.

A Strongly Disagree 18
__B. Disagree 15
_C. Neutral 7
_D. Agree 1
__E. Strongly Agree 1

9. Most State Universities in Illinois require

43%
36%
17%
2%

29

o

__A. No specific foreign language requirement for a general graduation requirement 29 69%

_ B. 1 year of high school or 1 semester of college foreign language for a general

graduation requirement

__C. 2years of high school or 2 semesters of college foreign language for a general 13 31%

graduation requirement

__D. 3 years of high school or 3 semesters of college foreign language for a general

graduation requirement

__E. 4 years of high school or 4 semesters of college foreign language for a general

graduation requirement

10. The 3 vear or 3 semester requirement of foreign language would deter transfer students from choosing

to attend EIU.
__A. Strongly Disagree
__B. Disagree
__C. Neutral
_ D. Agree
__E. Strongly Agree

el i S

~1 th

5% 1o
- 14
10% 12
10% 12
36% 8
40% 4
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Strongly Disagree Neutral Agree  Strongly
Disagree Agree

11. The 3 vear or 3 semester requirement of foreign language would deter first-time freshman students

from choosing to attend EIU.

__A. Strongly Disagree 1
__B. Disagree

__C. Neutral 11
__D. Agree

__E. Strongly Agree 6

12. The surrounding high schools in my area offer a third year of foreign languages

A. Strongly Disagree 8
B. Disagree 8
_ C. Neutral 5
__D. Agree 15
__E. Stongly Agree 6

19%
19%
12%
36%

13. All students are capable of successfully completing a third level of foreign language.

A. Strongly Disagree 20
B. Disagree 14
C. Neutral
D
E

(8]

. Agree
. Strongly Agree

| S IS

48%

2
33%



14. Sign Language should be accepted as an alternative to a foreign language requirement.

A, Strongly Disagree 3 7%
_B. Disagree 2 5%
C. Neutral 2 5%
D. Agree 14 33%
__E. Strongly Agree 21 50%

15. My local community college offers a third level/semester of sign language.
A Yes 9 21%
__B. No 33 79%

16. Students who do not have three years of high school foreign language would view the proposed
requirement as a financial hardship as it would require extra tuition and fees.

__A. Strongly Disagree 3 7%
_ B. Disagree - 10%
__C. Neutral 6 14%
__D. Agree 11 26%
__E. Strongly Agree 18 43%

17. The 3 year or 3 semester requirement of foreign language would affect the timeliness to achieving a

Bachelor’s Degree at EIU. 20 e
__A. Strongly Disagree 2 5% 15
__B. Disagree 2 5% -
__C. Neutral 7 17% 10 |
__D. Agree 13 31% .
__E. Strongly Agree 18 43%
P |

Strongly Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Disagree Agree

18. Requiring EIU students in certain majors to have 3 years of high school foreign language or a 3
semester of a college foreign language would have a negative impact on enroliment in those specified
majors.

__A. Strongly Disagree 2 5%
__B. Disagree 7 17%
__C. Neutral 7 17%
_ D. Agree 15 36%

E. Strongly Agree 11 26%



19. Additional Comments:

The national interest in developing global competency in its citizens
can only be advanced, not set back, by requiring this fairly minimal
level of language study. A college student who comes in with three
years (HS) or semesters (college) of language study is certainly
better prepared for a meaningful study abroad experience and to have
a better understanding of another culture.

| respect the decision of the committee to choose what is best for EIU and their students. I do
believe, however, that the decision to require foreign language might be better as a departmental
requirement, and requiring more than the 2™ level of foreign language might deter prospective
students.

I would think a global awareness class would be more beneficial than FL.

| would encourage you to also seek input from the area high school counselors. Early
communication will be a key component if you decide to move forward with this proposal.

| have been advising transfer students for 13 years or so. ltis a rare occasion that a student is
faced with a campus wide foreign language requirement, with the exception of EIU & UIUC. I'm
sure there are other universities requiring foreign language campus wide, | do not encounter this.
As a whole, students do not like to take foreign language at the college level. Itis difficult for
students to fit in foreign language at the community college on top of the general education and
major requirements. It is even more difficult to fit it in the junior and senior years of college. The
bottom line is... Most students are undecided as to where they will transfer when they begin at the
community college. | feel increasing the foreign language requirement campus wide will deter
undecided students.

Students should not be required to complete a foreign language as a graduation requirement. [f it
is a requirement for a major, different story. With college costs escalating dramatically each year,
we (all colleges and universities) do not need to add requirements which will require additional
expense for the student.

| believe requiring the 3" level of foreign language as a graduation requirement will greatly
influence the decision of students who might have been interested in transferring to EIU.

Trying to become U of 1?7

| have had 2 students in 12 years inquire about study abroad
Why do they want to “internationalize™?

They will go elsewhere or it might boost sign language enroliment

Check enrollment numbers in sign language at Lakeland College. They run a lot of sections of it.

If you begin to require students in majors that have a direct link to international affairs (ie.
international business, political science, economics, etc.) | can see students interested in these
areas being more likely to enroll into the 3" semester at the college level or even the 3¢ yearin
high school. | don’'t know what the language requirements are for other schools, as that would be
information communicated through our transfer center.



| do not know the foreign language requirements for all of the state universities. | think it is
essential for students to become fluent in a language other than English (becoming fluent in
English would be desirable, too!). Our shrinking world indicates a strong need for the ability to
communicate in more than one language. As the late Senator Paul Simon once said, “You can
buy in any language but you need to know a language to sell.” Given our current financial woes,
it appears that the US does more buying than selling. Our education system needs to do
everything possible to enhance the abilities of our students to succeed in the world at large and
help re-establish the position of our country as a dominant player in the global economy.

| would love to see the universities in lllinois encourage all students to learn about languages and
people in other culture groups. In a perfect world, learning another language would be an integral
part of a K-12 education in the U.S., and advanced study would be required at the college level.
Perhaps then, our citizens and elected leaders would not make the same kinds of blunders we
have so often seen and read about in the news. However, | still live in this world and the reality
for many (maybe even most) students beginning their education at a community college is that
they did not take all of the proper college preparation courses in high school. Many of the
students | see are shocked at the idea of being required to take 2 or more semesters of foreign
language to graduate with a degree, even though that used to be a standard part of being well
educated. In the short term requiring 3 years of high school or 3 semesters of college level
foreign language would be a barrier and would deter students from the university or those specific
majors — up to a point. Those students who were really interested in the school or the major
would adjust to the requirement, even if it took them longer to achieve their goal. In the long run,
if all of the universities reinstated or implemented similar foreign language requirements, the high
schools and community colleges would begin offering more courses, and students would have an
expectation that they needed to take those courses.

0-0-0-0-h, don't even get me started on this subject. The fact is waiting until high school or
college to teach foreign language is too late to have any major affect on internationalizing or

diversifying a campus. | don't know where you stand on this issue, but | would check out transfer
%-tages to UIUC and I1SU before | cast my "yea" vote.

UIUC is the only university who is requiring that 3"/4" level for entry/graduation, (ISU in some
areas/majors). Now, they're trying to increase their transfer student population because they have
fallen so low in number of transfers compared to other state universities. As a community college
counselor, | can tell you that three out of five transfer students | have worked with who have NOT
chosen UIUC have stated it's because of the foreign language requirement. In the Art major, a lot
of students are choosing EIU over UIUC and/or ISU because of the language requirement. Small
local high schools do not always have the enroliment to offer over two years of a language. In
most cases only one language is even offered. | don't think studying a different language is going
to expand study abroad programs. Usually cost is the deterrent for most students, not language.
If it is a matter of “internationalizing” curriculum, more global/cultural studies would better
address that. Although culture and customs are somewhat addressed in foreign language
classes, | don’t think it's enough to internationalize the campus????

| would not recommend the third year in foreign language.

First of all. it will deter students from transferring to EIU. | see students making transfer decisions
based on the major's department requirement (or lack thereof) for foreign language. Secondly,
the third year of foreign language does not follow normal course progression. The one year in
college is a full sequence, very similar to two years in high school. The third semester of a foreign
language is a hard class to "make" at Kaskaskia, so there are semesters that it gets canceled due
to lack of enrollment.

| think that taking foreign language will be another hoop to jump through for students, which will
not necessarily make them more internationally focused. However, | do believe that students, if
financially able, will participate in foreign studies programs.



A language requirement such as proposed is a portal to the acknowledgement of the process of

globalization and the beginning of a movement from “tolerance of diversity” to the acceptance of
diversity.

This survey should also go out to area high schools. Most students | see have only taken 2 yrs of

Foreign Lang. If they know before they graduate high school to take that 3" semester they will be
better off.

We only offer SPN 1, 2 and Conversational 1,2. Not everyone takes our Conversational as a g
semester equivalency. We would have a difficult time transferring our students to EIU unless
they declared their intention to transfer to you during the Freshman yr. If the decided in their
sophomore yr. they more than likely be deficient in that 3™ semester requirement.

Foreign language requirements are good, but sometimes can be a detractor for that particular
school. Many of our students are missing out on ACG grant funding because of their lack of
foreign language in high school which is too bad.

In my 16 years of working with transfer students, | find most are very economic and time driven.
If an interest in foreign language is not introduced to them at a very early age, they are not going
to develop that interest at the college level. At that point they are looking at finding the shortest,
most economic way to achieve their bachelors degree. They can achieve that degree at any
accredited institution. They will shop around to find the one that meets their economic needs and
which one will get them out in the most time-efficient manner. Of course this will not effect the

student who has taken the 3 years of high school foreign language, but | have found that far and
few between.

We as a nation should work at bringing foreign languages into our elementary grades. College is
too late. Statistics have shown that after the age of 13 it is much more difficult to learn a foreign
language. This is when some "hard-wiring" of the brain sets in and make language acquisition
more of a thinking skill than a natural progression.

Unless all the state schools in lllinois go to the same requirements, Eastern may not be the
school of choice.



19. Additional Comments:

The national interest in developing global competency in its citizens
can only be advanced, not set back, by requiring this fairly minimal
level of language study. A college student who comes in with three
years (HS) or semesters (college) of language study is certainly
better prepared for a meaningful study abroad experience and to have
a better understanding of another culture.

| respect the decision of the committee to choose what is best for EIU and their students. | do
believe, however, that the decision to reqmre foreign language might be better as a departmental
requirement, and requiring more than the 2" ¢ level of foreign language might deter prospective
students.

| would think a global awareness class would be more beneficial than FL.

| would encourage you to also seek input from the area high school counselors. Early
communication will be a key component if you decide to move forward with this proposal.

| have been advising transfer students for 13 years or so. Itis a rare occasion that a student is
faced with a campus wide foreign language requirement, with the exception of EIU & UIUC. I'm
sure there are other universities requiring foreign language campus wide, | do not encounter this.
As a whole, students do not like to take foreign language at the college level. It is difficult for
students to fit in foreign language at the community college on top of the general education and
maijor requirements. It is even more difficult to fit it in the junior and senior years of college. The
bottom line is...Most students are undecided as to where they will transfer when they begin at the
community college. | feel increasing the foreign language requirement campus wide will deter
undecided students.

Students should not be required to complete a foreign language as a graduation requirement. If it
is a requirement for a major, different story. With college costs escalating dramatically each year,
we (all colleges and universities) do not need to add requirements which will require additional
expense for the student.

| believe requiring the 3" level of foreign language as a graduation requirement will greatly
influence the decision of students who might have been interested in transferring to EIU.

Trying to become U of |?

| have had 2 students in 12 years inquire about study abroad
Why do they want to “internationalize™?

They will go elsewhere or it might boost sign language enroliment

Check enroliment numbers in sign language at Lakeland College. They run a lot of sections of it.

If you begin to require students in majors that have a direct link to international affairs (ie.
international business, political science, economlcs etc.) | can see students interested |n these
areas being more likely to enroll into the 3" semester at the college level or even the 3" year in
high school. | don't know what the language requirements are for other schools, as that would be
information communicated through our transfer center.



I do not know the foreign language requirements for all of the state universities. | think itis
essential for students to become fluent in a language other than English (becoming fluent in
English would be desirable, too!). Our shrinking world indicates a strong need for the ability to
communicate in more than one language. As the late Senator Paul Simon once said, “You can
buy in any language but you need to know a language to sell.” Given our current financial woes,
it appears that the US does more buying than selling. Our education system needs to do
everything possible to enhance the abilities of our students to succeed in the world at large and
help re-establish the position of our country as a dominant player in the global economy.

| would love to see the universities in lllinois encourage all students to learn about languages and
people in other culture groups. In a perfect world, learning another language would be an integral
part of a K-12 education in the U.S., and advanced study would be required at the college level.
Perhaps then, our citizens and elected leaders would not make the same kinds of biunders we
have so often seen and read about in the news. However, | still live in this world and the reality
for many (maybe even most) students beginning their education at a community college is that
they did not take all of the proper college preparation courses in high school. Many of the
students | see are shocked at the idea of being required to take 2 or more semesters of foreign
language to graduate with a degree, even though that used to be a standard part of being well
educated. In the short term requiring 3 years of high school or 3 semesters of college level
foreign language would be a barrier and would deter students from the university or those specific
majors — up to a point. Those students who were really interested in the school or the major
would adjust to the requirement, even if it took them longer to achieve their goal. In the long run,
if all of the universities reinstated or implemented similar foreign language requirements, the high
schools and community colleges would begin offering more courses, and students would have an
expectation that they needed to take those courses.

0-0-0-0O-h, don't even get me started on this subject. The fact is waiting until high school or
college to teach foreign language is too late to have any major affect on internationalizing or
diversifying @ campus. | don't know where you stand on this issue, but | would check out transfer
%-tages to UIUC and ISU before | cast my "yea" vote.

UIUC is the only university who is requiring that 3“/4" level for entry/graduation, (ISU in some
areas/majors). Now, they're trying to increase their transfer student population because they have
fallen so low in number of transfers compared to other state universities. As a community college
counselor, | can tell you that three out of five transfer students | have worked with who have NOT
chosen UIUC have stated it's because of the foreign language requirement. In the Art major, a lot
of students are choosing EIU over UIUC and/or ISU because of the language requirement. Small
local high schools do not always have the enroliment to offer over two years of a language. In
most cases only one language is even offered. | don't think studying a different language is going
to expand study abroad programs. Usually cost is the deterrent for most students, not language.
If it is a matter of “internationalizing” curriculum, more global/cultural studies would better
address that. Although culture and customs are somewhat addressed in foreign language
classes, | don't think it's enough to internationalize the campus???7?

| would not recommend the third year in foreign language.

First of all, it will deter students from transferring to EIU. | see students making transfer decisions
based on the major's department requirement (or lack thereof) for foreign language. Secondly,
the third year of foreign language does not follow normal course progression. The one year in
college is a full sequence, very similar to two years in high school. The third semester of a foreign

language is a hard class to "make" at Kaskaskia, so there are semesters that it gets canceled due
to lack of enroliment.

| think that taking foreign language will be another hoop to jump through for students, which will
not necessarily make them more internationally focused. However, | do believe that students. if
financially able, will participate in foreign studies programs.



A language requirement such as proposed is a portal to the acknowledgement of the process of

globalization and the beginning of a movement from “tolerance of diversity” to the acceptance of
diversity.

This survey should also go out to area high schools. Most students | see have only taken 2 yrs of

Foreign Lang. If they know before they graduate high school to take that 3" semester they will be
better off.

We only offer SPN 1, 2 and Conversational 1,2. Not everyone takes our Conversational as a 3
semester equivalency. We would have a difficult time transferring our students to EIU unless
they declared their intention to transfer to you during the Freshman yr. If the decided in their
sophomore yr. they more than likely be deficient in that 3" semester requirement.

Foreign language requirements are good, but sometimes can be a detractor for that particular
school. Many of our students are missing out on ACG grant funding because of their lack of
foreign language in high school which is too bad.

In my 16 years of working with transfer students, | find most are very economic and time driven.
If an interest in foreign language is not introduced to them at a very early age, they are not going
to develop that interest at the college level. At that point they are looking at finding the shortest,
most economic way to achieve their bachelors degree. They can achieve that degree at any
accredited institution. They will shop around to find the one that meets their economic needs and
which one will get them out in the most time-efficient manner. Of course this will not effect the

student who has taken the 3 years of high school foreign language, but | have found that far and
few between.

We as a nation should work at bringing foreign languages into our elementary grades. College is
too late. Statistics have shown that after the age of 13 it is much more difficult to learn a foreign
language. This is when some "hard-wiring" of the brain sets in and make language acquisition
more of a thinking skill than a natural progression.

Unless all the state schools in lllinois go to the same requirements, Eastern may not be the
school of choice.



Sat, Nov 01, 2008 03:25 PM
Dear members of the CAA ad hoc committee,

Les Hyder asked that | write a response to the Foreign Language Survey
presented to you by Rita Pearson. Attached you will find that response.

| had previously sent it to Dr. Hyder as he had requested but since he

is out of town, he has asked that | distribute it to you directly.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions about what |
have written. | would be happy to meet with the entire committee or
individuals or respond by phone or e-mail.

Thank you for your consideration.
Stephen Canfield

% %0 % %0 %0 %o %o %0 %o %0 Yo %o %0 Yo %o %o %o %o %o %o %o Yo

Foreign Language Opinion Survey

| am a bit at a loss in deciding precisely how to respond to this survey. It would help if |
could see the cover letter that went with it. In effect, | would like to know how neutrally
the request for information was presented. This issue aside let me comment on the
questions as they were placed and the responses.

Questions 1-3 are essentially irrelevant for two reasons. First, the characteristics of
the general student population of a given community college or group of community
colleges is not pertinent to the issues raised by this proposal. The characteristics of
transfer students who currently decide to come to EIU are quintessentially central to
the implementation of the proposed change. That data is available through the figures
provided to me and to the committee by Sarah Newbie and Mary Harrington-Perry. |
have looked closely at those data and have already commented on them to the
committee in speaking of my department’s plan for providing additional sections of
courses to initially meet projected needs. Second, these responses are merely
conjectures on the part of the counselors in question. They do not reflect hard data or
concrete numbers.

Here in another form is the data that was provided for 2007 incoming students:

Freshmen Total Transfers
Subtotal = 1622 2501 Subtotal = 879
581 3or4yrs exempt 255 3or4d
720 need 1 sem. 324 need 1 sem




i need 2 sem 9 need 2 sem
314 need 3 sem 290 need 3 sem
Breakdown by
language — does
not include
incoming exempt
Spanish
603 need 1 sem (863) 260 need 1 sem
6 need 2 sem (9) g need 2 sem
261 need 3 sem (445) 184 need 3 sem
French
V72 need 1 sem (115) 43 need 1 sem
0 need 2 sem (4) 2 need 2 sem
33 need 3 sem (64) 31 need 3 sem
German
72 need 1 sem (115) 43 need 1 sem
0 need 2 sem (9) 3 need 2 sem
18 need 3 sem (45) 24 need 3 sem
Italian
3] need 1 sem (5) need 1 sem
1 need 2 sem (1) need 2 sem
2 need 3 sem (2) need 3 sem
Latin
10 need 1 sem (10) 0 need 1 sem
1 need 2 sem (1) need 2 sem
0 need 3 sem (4) 4 need 3 sem

| have not broken down the 2006 figures in this way yet but will. | also understand that

figures for the current 2008 incoming class will be available shortly.

Question 4-7 are drawn directly from the proposal under consideration. These
statements were all part of the rationale that was put forward.




Question 4 pertains to a goal drawn directly from the EIU Mission Statement. | do not
see how it is relevant to ask any constituency outside of EIU to comment on this issue.
If such a constituency is to be consulted, there should be a required provision that a
statement be provided as to why it is felt that this proposal does not advance the
University's mission.

Question 5 pertains to study abroad and can be verified as a valid rationale both from
experience on this campus and elsewhere. Students who study languages are more
apt to study abroad than students who do not. In addition, language study and
language proficiency levels play heavily into availability of scholarship money for
students seeking to study abroad. As indicated by at least one respondent to this
survey, those being surveyed have little experience with or exposure to students
stating an interest in studying abroad.

Question 6 is baffling to me. How can anyone believe that the increased study of
languages spoken in diverse national and international settings would not contribute
to the current effort to internationalize our curriculum? In addition, this also is
something that can only be defined within this campus’ curriculum. | will readily admit
that language study is not the only way to accomplish this goal but it is, in fact, a way
and precisely the way that is being presented by this proposal.

| cannot imagine the basis on which the responses to Question 7 were established.
How can the people asked to respond possibly have the necessary experience or
expertise to do so? First, completion of FL? 2202 is a prerequisite to enrollment in
upper division courses and, of course, 2201 is a prerequisite for 2202.

To move students closer to the prerequisites for a given course makes that course an
available and in many ways a desirable course of study provided their experience and.
performance in the prerequisite have been positive. In my proposal | stated that
roughly 50% or students who complete 2201 go on to do 2202 and that approximately
50% of those who complete 2202 also enroll in at least one upper division course in
their language of choice. This statement was based on 16 years of observing
enrollment patterns in my own intermediate courses (FLF 2201/2202) as well as ten
years of monitoring and planning for enrollment in German and Spanish.

Question 8 is an over simplification of what | have stated in my proposal. | have
already conceded in public discussion — though there is still some controversy on the
subject — that | had done a less than perfect job of documenting the language
requirement at both lllinois institutions and our stated peer institutions. A number of
others concerned with this proposal have found errors in what | presented.

Question 9. It is simply not true that there is “No specific foreign language requirement
for a general graduation requirement” in “most State Universities in lllinois.” | assume
the emphasis is on “general graduation requirement” in this statement. Again | have
on numerous occasions ultimately modified my statements to say that this proposal
brings us in line with many institutions in lllinois and in our peer group and would put
us beyond others. The range runs from zero to four semesters depending on various



factors. This proposal would in some instances make us different. In others not so
much. From an academic perspective, we are currently closer to the bottom of the
range. A three semester requirement simply brings us closer to the middle.

Question 10 is the first question in this survey that deserves to be asked of the
targeted group of respondents. | am disturbed by it, however, primarily because it
presumes that the primary reason for coming to EIU is a relatively low foreign
language graduation requirement. | think this attitude sell our institution short.
Students come here for many reasons — all of them good and none of which will
disappear if we implement a three year requirement.

Question 11. Given that the targeted group of respondents for this survey is Transfer
Coordinators and assuming that they do not work directly with incoming EIU freshmen,
| do not see the pertinence of this question or the validity of the responses.

Question 12. You have already seen the information that | provided to you and that
came to me from Brenda Majors concerning our top ten feeder high schools as well as
language offerings in high schools across the state. The number of respondents
falling into the “Neutral” to “Strongly Disagree” categories would imply that 50% of the
areas of lllinois represented in this survey do not offer a third semester of language
study. This “data” is both misleading and untrue.

Question 13. | would very much like to know on what these folks are basing these
responses. If a student can complete 2 semesters, why would they not be “capable” of
completing a third. Is a lack of academic ability or intellect being implied? | have
always admitted that there exist students who exhibit certain learning disabilities, etc. -
who would find this proposal problematic. Those same students already find the
existing proposal burdensome. | have in the past worked with our office of Disabilities
Services to find solutions for these students and will continue in the hope of codifying
appropriate procedures.

Question 14. | have never contested that sign language should continue to be
accepted as a means of meeting the proposed change in the requirement and | have
openly acknowledged the difficulties in doing so.

Question 15. In view of Question 14, | am heartened to learn that a third semester of
sign language is in fact available at various locations across the state. | was unable to
find this information previously.

Question 16. In a sense, all requirements are a financial burden on our students. The
appropriate question is whether what they will gain from assuming that burden and
what our institution will gain by imposing that burden is worth the price. Again | have
never argued that this proposal will come free of charge for the institution or for the
students who choose to meet it's requirements after coming here. | do contend that the
potential gain in opportunities for students, programmatic consequences for the
institution (study abroad, internationalization, etc.) are worth the expense.



Question 17. Time to degree is related to Question 16 as well. | still contend that this
is an advisement issue and not an academic one. Please remember that FL? 2201G
also fulfills a portion of our current Gen Ed Humanities requirement. When | proposed
this change last year, | delineated clearly how this proposal could through effective
advising be integrated into virtually all majors — including those in the hard sciences --
without unduly stressing concerns about time to degree or even adding additional
hours to a major’s career. If you look at the Major Assessment Profiles (http://
www.eiu.edu/~acaffair/MAP/) for programs across the campus, you will see that the
120 semester hour goal is indeed elusive. A cursory examination suggests that
graduating with a major at EIU ranges from 129 semester hours (African American
Studies) to 160 (Special Education). The norm appears to lie somewhere in the
135-145 range. Given this situation and the cost of all those semester hours, it would
seem that the burden in terms of time to degree and actual monetary cost that this
proposal imposes is at its worst minimal.

Question 18. Again | do not see how the targeted respondents are qualified to make
this judgement.

| fully understand the concerns for transfer enroliment and transfer students that are
inherent in this survey and that have been presented to me, to the CAA and to the ad
hoc committee. There may very well be an effect on freshmen and transfer enroliment
at least at the beginning of the imposition of this proposal. It is precisely for that reason
that we have proposed the three year hiatus between when the proposal is adopted
and when it will be implemented. Three years should give our Admissions and
recruitment people time to educate our potential clientele about both the impact of this
change and its value. It should give Transfer Coordinators at our community college
partner institutions time to adjust and to counsel their people accordingly. In addition,
this will give us time to disseminate the information to high school programs and
particularly to high school counselor so that they can effectively do their jobs.

The implementation of this proposal will require a committed and coordinated effort on
the part of various elements on our campus (Admissions, Academic Advising,
Disabilities Services and others) as well as others off campus.



