Critical Thinking Through Bloom’s Taxonomy

Knowledge

Level 1 – Recall

Remembering previously learned material, recalling facts, terms, basic concepts 
from stated text.
Name

List

Recognize

Choose

Label

Relate

Tell

Define
Recall

Match

Comprehension

Level 2 – Understand

Demonstrating understanding of the stated meaning of facts and ideas.
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Application
Level 3 – Put to Use
Solving problems by applying acquired knowledge, facts, and techniques in a different situation.
Apply

Construct

Model

Use

Practice

Dramatize

Restructure

Simulate

Translate

Experiment

Analysis

Level 4 – Break down

Examining and breaking down information into parts.
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Level 5 – Put together

Compiling information in a different way by combining elements in a new pattern.
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Level 6 – Judge

Presenting and defending opinions by making judgments about information based on criteria.
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Instructor idea:  We introduce critical thinking early in the semester and keep using it throughout the semester.  We like Bloom’s taxonomy because it gives students a framework, a framework that works well when discussing preparing for and taking tests, responding to assignments, ethical decision-making, etc.  One way we keep critical thinking at the forefront of our class is through the IDEAL Solution, which is described on pp. 279-80 of the UF textbook.  We use this method with the case studies in the Ethics book as a way to problem-solve.

Applying Bloom’s

Using the story of Goldilocks and the 3 Bears

Knowledge – List the items used by Goldilocks while she was in the Bears’ house.
Comprehension – Explain why Goldilocks liked Baby Bear’s chair the best.

Application – Demonstrate what Goldilocks would use if she came to your house.

Analysis – Compare this story to reality. What events could not really happen.

Synthesis – Propose how the story would be different if it were Goldilocks and the Three Fish.

Evaluation – Judge whether Goldilocks was good or bad.  Defend your opinion.

Your Turn to Discern . . .

Using the story, Little Red Riding Hood:

1. Illustrate the main idea of the story on the board.

2. Rank the characters from best to worst and explain how you ranked them.

3. Create a new story by placing Red in a modern-day city.

4. Describe what Red did when she first saw the Wolf.

5. Tell what happened to the grandmother in the story.

6. Write out the main events in the story. Cut them apart and sequence them in proper order.

Did you answer . . .

1.  Application

2.  Evaluation

3.  Synthesis

4.  Comprehension

5.   Knowledge

6.  Analysis

Your Turn to Discern . . .

      Using the story, The Three Little Pigs

1.  Invent a new ending for the story where the Wolf comes out ahead.

2.  Using models, demonstrate which house stood up the best.

3.  Describe the materials used to build each home.

4.  Read the story and list the type of home built by each pig.

5.  What is the relationship between the materials used to build each house and what happened to it when the wolf blew on it?

6.  Judge the homes from worst to best, according to strength, cost, and building time.

And did you answer. . . 
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