
2018 CEPS Student Commencement Speaker Competition 

Purpose 

To promote Eastern’s commitment to strengthening the academic and personal experience for our students and to 
showcase examples of exemplary writing and speaking, Eastern Illinois University implemented the Student 
Commencement Speaker Series during the 2013-2014 academic year. A student speaker representing the College of 
Education and Professional Studies will be featured during the Spring 2017 ceremony Saturday, May 5, 2018.  

Commencement Speaker Eligibility Requirements 

Graduation Criteria: Students eligible for consideration must provide evidence from the degree audit that they will meet 
the requirements for graduation in the commencement ceremony they seek to represent. Student commencement 
speakers are expected to speak at their commencement ceremony.  

Scholarship Criteria: Students eligible for consideration must have a graduate cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher for 
courses competed at Eastern Illinois University at the time that they submit materials for consideration.  

Selection Committee: A selection committee comprised of faculty will select potential essays for oral presentation to be 
given in front of the CEPS Student Commencement Speaker Selection Committee the week after Thanksgiving break. The 
final decision will take into consideration the quality of the written essay, the quality of the oral presentation, and how 
well the theme was addressed. 

Submission Materials: To compete for the position students must complete the application form located online. A 
written essay, no longer than three pages, must be uploaded with the application. The application can be located by 
going to the CEPS homepage at www.eiu.edu/ceps/commencementspeaker.php. The application with the essay must be 
submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on November 3, 2017. An endorsement letter from the faculty mentor should be sent 
electronically to Dr. Stephen Lucas at selucas@eiu.edu by November 3, 2017 as well. A response e-mail will be sent to 
the applicant once the application with the essay and the endorsement letter are received.  

Faculty Mentor Role 

Students seeking to submit essays will identify a faculty mentor to assist with the project. Mentors may include course 
instructors, advisors, or any member of the faculty who will provide guidance and support appropriate to writing an 
effective essay. Faculty who serve in mentor roles will introduce the Student Commencement Speaker at the 
commencement ceremony.  

Essay Guidelines 

Theme – “Explain how the new knowledge that you gained through research, creative exploration or community-based 
learning at Eastern Illinois University will shape your life and continue to guide your future. When thinking about how 
you’ve gained new knowledge, please consider all the ways you have do so, as we as the various settings and 
experiences, including classes at EIU; learning you gained in field experiences, practica, and internships; and more 
informal situations like volunteering or community service.” 

Length - Essays are limited to 3 pages, not including the title page.  

Format - Essays must be uploaded with the Commencement Speaker Application Form located at 
www.eiu.edu/ceps/commencementspeaker.php no later than 4:30 p.m. on November 3, 2017. The essay title page 
should include the essay title, author name, and degree program. Standard 12 point font, one-inch margins, and double 
spacing should be used.  

Speaker Recognition 

Publication: The Speaker’s essay will be published electronically on the College of Education and Professional Studies 
web site.  

Commencement Recognition: The faculty mentor has the honor of introducing the student speaker at Commencement. 
Both the Speaker and Alternate Speaker will be recognized at the conclusion of the student speaker’s speech by the 
Provost. 


