Introduction

Exotic plant invasions are a major threat to
biodiversity, however the mechanisms of these
impacts are poorly understood.
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' | Rosa multiflora Thunb. was introduced into the

.| United States from Asia in the1860’s and has since

"~ | become a problematic invader of fields in the eastern

and central United States.
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| We used data from a long term succession study to

asses the impact of Rosa multiflora invasion on
species richness and community dynamics.
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Methods

We used permanent plot data from the Buell-Small
Succession Study, to look for changes in
community composition from the beginning (T,) to
the midpoint (T,) of the Rosa multiflora invasion.

From these data we quantified:
1. Change in Rosa multiflora cover
2. Change in species richness
3. Number of new species colonizations
4. Number of local species extinctions
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We used these data to investigate dynamics
associated with an invasion.
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This is a long term ecological study
> - designed to document old field succession.
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