	STUDENT LEARNING ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

	SUMMARY FORM (AY 2002-2003)

	B.A. Psychology 

Submitted by:  Cari Brito, Chair, Psychology Department Assessment Committee

	PART ONE:

	WHAT ARE THE

LEARNING OBJECTIVES?
	HOW, WHERE, & WHEN

ARE THEY ASSESSED?
	WHAT ARE THE

EXPECTATIONS?
	WHAT ARE THE 

RESULTS?
	HOW WILL THE

RESULTS TO BE USED? 

	1.  Students will have a clear understanding of psychological theories, methodologies and empirical findings for studying behavior and mental, cognitive and physiological processes.
	The locally developed Psychology Comprehensive Exam (PCE) is administered to Introductory Psychology students during the first week of classes and to Graduating Seniors during their last semester on campus. Pre- and Post-test performances are assessed for each student.

The PCE assesses six psychological domains covered in our curriculum.

The number of students continuing their education in graduate or professional schools is monitored.

COMMITTEE/

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Assessment Committee
	Currently only group comparisons are possible; students in Introductory Psychology will be monitored and those who become majors re-assessed during their final semester on campus. Expected performance increases have not been established.

As groups, Intro Psych students should score below 50% correct and Graduating Seniors should score above 50% correct on the PCE.

For overall total scores and for each knowledge domain tested: less than half of the Intro students should score above 50% correct; more than half of the Graduating Seniors should score above 50%.

At least 15% of graduating seniors should continue their education in graduate or professional schools. 
	Expectations for group scores were met: Introductory Psychology students averaged 27% correct and Graduating Seniors averaged 68% correct.

Expectations for overall total scores were met: 99% of Intro Psych students scored below 50% correct; 92% of the Graduating Seniors scored above 50% correct.

Expectations for knowledge domain performances were met: no domain had less than half of the Graduating Seniors score below 50% - the lowest was 67% of students; however, domain analysis was not performed on the Introductory Psychology student exams due to problems experienced during testing which rendered the data unreliable. 

17% of graduating seniors will continue their education in graduate or professional schools.
	The PCE is being edited and modified; procedures are being developed to track Introductory Psychology students who become majors, and to ensure full participation by graduating seniors.

The slightly lower performance on one of the domains by graduating seniors will be considered in relation to the courses we offer that cover topics in that domain. We will also try to determine which specific psychology courses our majors transfer to the EIU.

COMMITTEE/

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Assessment Committee

	2.  Students will acquire analytic skills in the use of computer technology for the collection, statistical analysis, and interpretation of research data.
	Direct measures to assess this objective are being developed. We are developing an applied test that will most likely be administered at the end of the Research Methods course, which most students take as Juniors or Seniors.
COMMITTEE/

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Assessment Committee, Research Methods faculty, Instructors of computer-intensive courses
	Performance expectations have not yet been established. 
	Not available 


	The Department’s statistics lab has been furnished with an LCD projector system to facilitate web-based research and statistics instruction.  

Instructors of Statistics and Research Methods will increasingly require students to utilize computers and statistical software.

COMMITTEE/

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Assessment Committee, Research Methods faculty, Instructors of computer-intensive courses

	3.  Students will acquire research and oral communication skills appropriate to the discipline. 
	Students enrolled in Research Methods classes will be assessed during each semester’s Research Methods Forum (a student research conference held each semester). Both individual and group presentations will be assessed.

Participation in the Forum is voluntary for about 10% of the students. Consequently, additional direct measures of this objective are being developed.

The number of students enrolled in Independent Study, publishing articles or presenting scholarly research at professional meetings, participating in faculty mentored research projects leading to formal dissemination, and/or receiving research awards are tallied each year. Also, the number of Departmental Honors Theses completed each year is recorded.

COMMITTEE/

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Assessment Committee; All faculty
	Over 75% of students should be judged at least at the “Acceptable” level on various components of an empirical research presentation: Introduction, Method, Results, Discussion/Conclusions, Overall Appearance, and Responses to Questions
Over 75% of multi-author presentations should be rated “Acceptable” for the same elements listed above.
Performance expectations have not been established for indirect measures.

Number of students enrolled in Independent Study and participating in faculty supervised research is expected to be monitored.
	Performance expectations were met for each component of the research presentation.
Performance expectations for multi-author posters were also met for each component of the research presentation.
Over 30 students participated in Independent Study, and 23 students engaged in Supervised Research; 3 students were published and/or gave presentations at professional meetings; 14 students formally disseminated their research; 4 students received research awards; and 6 students completed Honors Theses.
	A Research Methods Forum is held every semester to enhance students’ communication skills. Current assessment results are being used in consultation with course faculty to develop a more systematic research methods program for students across all sections.

Faculty advisors continue to encourage students to engage in Independent Study, Supervised Research, and to seek out other research and funding opportunities.

COMMITTEE/

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:
Instructors for Research Methods; All faculty

	PART TWO:

	SUMMARIZE CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS IN CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, AND LEARNING THAT HAVE RESULTED FROM THE IMPLEMENTATION OF YOUR ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.

	We continue the process of developing the PCE to assess student learning within our curriculum, and allow comparisons among the different domains of knowledge in psychology. However, the low number of graduating seniors taking the PCE remains worrisome and is severely hampering progress with our assessment plan. The Department does not have a capstone course in which the exam may be administered, nor does it appear that such a course will become available in the near future. Consequently, we are exploring making the exam mandatory for graduation, and are beginning dialogue about the actual structure and design of the test. Our Alumni and Exit Surveys are being modified to better evaluate the indirect benefits of our program; the Post-Graduation Plans Survey is providing quantitative data on the number of our students who continue their educations in graduate and professional schools and the programs and graduate schools at which they are accepted, or the career alternatives they follow; these instruments will allow faculty advisors to better serve our majors.   

In order to increase computer analytic skills of majors, the Department’s Statistics Lab continues to be enhanced, and instructors of Statistics and Research Methods courses are increasingly integrating student computing experiences into their courses.  The Department has purchased several statistical and research software applications; these are available to all students involved in research and can provide somewhat uniform student experiences, which will allow us to better assess this goal. To that end, an applied local test is in development.  
Student involvement in research remains steady at over 40 students each semester. And the number of students who received research awards and/or gave presentations at professional meeting during 2002-2003 was again impressive. The Research Methods Forum at the end of each semester continues to provide valuable research and presentation experience for our students. Faculty advisors continue to encourage students to engage in Independent Study and to seek out other research and funding opportunities.


