Student Learning Assessment Program

Response to Summary Form

Undergraduate Programs 2009
Department:  Interdisciplinary Pre-law
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, Pre-law minor

	Objectives are clear and programmatic.  There is a good blend of undergraduate objectives—effective written and oral communication and critical thinking—with program-specific objectives. 

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2,  Pre-law minor

	It is good that you have developed a rubric to assess the papers you are using for your direct assessment, and it appears to provide useful information.  I am glad that you are finding the oral communication data helpful.  Are you using both the freshman and senior data or the senior data only?  It isn’t clear.  Remember that these data come from other faculty teaching CMN 1310G or senior seminars, not people in the Assessment office.  You have a good start here, but your data points should be multiple, so using one paper for all objectives but one makes the plan a bit thin.  But as I have said before, it is difficult to assess minors.  You mentioned that there are 3 courses that students must take, so you may want to think about collecting data from courses other than HIS 3600 although that paper clearly provides some good information.  It is nice that the history faculty are being so cooperative since their data is so critical to your program.  You mentioned that you are thinking of using PHI 1900 as a data collection point as well, which is a good idea.  I believe that this is the course that PHI gives the Watson-Glaser in, so that could provide data on critical thinking as well if you are interested.  Are you using any indirect measures?  Given the nature of your minor, have you thought about trying to collect LSAT scores?

	Expectations
	Level 2, Pre-law minor
	Expectations are consistent with measures and objectives and provide more specific information this year concerning what the program hopes to see its minors accomplish.

	Results
	Level 2, Pre-law minor

	You are clearly collecting and using results, which is the whole point, after all, of assessment.  More discussion of what the results mean to you would be helpful.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2, Pre-law minor
	The feedback loop is in place with the advisory committee.   


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





