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	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	Objectives are clear, measurable, and programmatic for both the major and minor programs.  There is a good blend of General Education objectives—effective writing and critical thinking—with program-specific objectives for the major.  

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2-3,  B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor

	Your rubric applied to papers written for upper-division major courses is a very sound direct measure.  I assume with this method that each student has work assessed each semester, so you have multiple data points for each major and throughout the curriculum, which is good.  Are you using any indirect measures, such as surveys, interviews, or focus groups?  Do you expect all your majors to attain the skills/knowledge outlined in objective 3?  If not, then using data from the government simulations and internships is fine.  But, if you expect all majors to meet this learning goal, then you need to establish measures that will do that for students who do not participate in the simulations and internships.  Since PLS 2009 is an intro to research methods and you are interested in bolstering these skills in your students, I would include some kind of assessment in this course as well as your upper division courses.  You might think about a paper/project that could be used as a baseline comparison using your rubric; then, you could measure growth against your 3000 and 4000 level courses.  Another possibility is to include a student survey/test into this course and a capstone or 4000 level course.  Such an instrument could ask the students what they know about basic research methodology, so you would have an early 2009 indicator and then a later one—perhaps in your more advanced research course?

	Expectations
	Level 3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	Expectations are consistent with measures and objectives.  They describe expected results for each objective.  As you incorporate the indirect measures, you should establish expectations for those as well.

	Results
	Level 2-3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	I hope you have good results with your new on-line methodology.  I look forward to hearing how that goes.  Results are collected and used, so that is good.  Keep up the good work!

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 2-3, B.A. Political Science; minor
	The feedback loop is in place and appears to be working well.  


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





