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Graduate Program 2009
Department:  Political Science
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.A. Political Science


	Objectives are clear, programmatic, and measurable and have incorporated the graduate learning goals established by CGS.  Good foundation.  

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2, M.A. Political Science
	You are using both direct and indirect measures here to gather data related to your three learning objectives.  Incorporating three years of graduates into your alumni survey is a good idea.  I would suggest that you ask for their graduation year in case you want to compare responses by cohort.  I assume that the survey will ascertain alumni’s opinions on their skills and knowledge, so you can list the survey as an indirect measure for your objectives as well.  As your plan progresses and your data grows, you may find it beneficial to gather data at points other than the end of your program.  Formative data can sometimes offer additional insights into student learning that is not always available with summative data only.  Perhaps your PLS 5001 could be a site for preliminary writing and research skill assessment.

	Expectations
	Level 2, M.A. Political Science
	Expectations match measures given.  If you are using indirect measures, such as surveys, you should try to establish expectations for alumni responses to those items as well.

	Results
	Level 2, M.A. Political Science
	Data are collected and used to assure that students are meeting the expected learning outcomes.  It is interesting that your thesis students are scoring higher on your rubric than your exam option students.  Any speculation why this is?  Does the thesis provide greater depth or faculty-student mentoring?      

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, M.A. Political Science
	The feedback loop includes the graduate coordinator, faculty, and the department chair and seems to be working well.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





