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Department:  Political Science
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	Objectives are clear, measurable, and programmatic for both the major and minor programs.  There is a good blend of General Education objectives—effective writing and critical thinking—with program-specific objectives for the major/minor.  

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2-3,  B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor

	Your rubric applied to papers written for upper-division major courses is a very sound direct measure.  How many papers and from which courses do you want to use for the purposes of assessment?  How many do you need related to each student or course in order to have enough data for accountability and to assure that your students are meeting your goals?  These are questions to answer as you refine your plan.  Danny Harvey in CATS has developed on-line collection forms for some departments to use for assessment, so if you’re having trouble with data collection that is a way to make the data and the collection accessible to anyone with a computer.  It’s good that you also have an indirect measure in the form of an exit survey that allows you to gather additional data on your objectives.  What kind of response rate do you get on your surveys?  You mentioned that 10 were completed, but what percentage of your graduating students does that represent?  You may also want to consider an alumni survey at some point.  As you mention in Part Three, you do need to determine as a department whether objective 3 is a goal for all majors or not.  If it is a goal for all majors, then you will need a way to gather data from students who do not take part of government simulations.

	Expectations
	Level 2-3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	Expectations are consistent with measures and objectives, but they could be more specific.  What do you mean by a “strong majority?”  Try to set a target percentage for strongly agree and agree with your exit survey since you report results by percentages.  

	Results
	Level 2-3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	It is great to see that assessment results have led to curricular change because that is the whole point—to provide departments with the information they need in order to determine if students know what the department wants them to do and if they can do what the department wants them to do.  The new PLS 2001 sounds like a good move given your data.  Are the ratings you give on a 4-point scale?

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, B.A. Political Science; minor
	The feedback loop is in place and appears to be working well.  


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





