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Response to Summary Form

Graduate Program 2011
Department:  Political Science
	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, M.A. Political Science
	Objectives are clear, programmatic, and measurable and have incorporated the graduate learning goals established by CGS.  

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 3, M.A. Political Science
	You are using both direct and indirect measures here to gather data related to your three learning objectives.  I am glad you decided to gather formative data in PLS 5001; this information will give you a fuller picture of student learning in your program and makes for a more robust assessment plan.  Your new rubric should work nicely with the one you have been using as well.  Have you decided not to use the alumni survey mentioned on previous reports?  You can include it on this report even if you do not administer it every year.

	Expectations
	Level 2-3, M.A. Political Science
	Expectations match measures given.  You may find your students scoring higher than a 3 on a 5-point Likert scale—especially at the graduate level, but since this new rubric is used for baseline data, a 3 is a good place to begin.

	Results
	Level 2-3, M.A. Political Science
	Data are collected and used to assure that students are meeting the expected learning outcomes.  Your critical thinking concerns have been echoed by other graduate programs—and undergraduate as well.  It will be interesting to see what impact your changes to PLS 5001 will have.

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, M.A. Political Science
	The feedback loop includes the graduate coordinator, faculty, and the department chair and seems to be working well.


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





