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	Category
	Level*
	Comments

	Learning Objectives
	Level 3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	Most objectives are clear, measurable, and programmatic for both the major and minor programs.  Objective 3 is a bit vague.  What skills do you expect students to demonstrate?  Two of the undergraduate learning goals have been adopted by these programs:  critical thinking and writing effectively.  Last year you mentioned discussing the global citizenship and speaking goals in AY11. What were the results of those discussions?  You seem to be leaning toward adoption as discussed in Part II, so you could include those as objectives and continue to re-fine the instruments.

	How, Where, and When Assessed
	Level 2-3,  B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor

	Linking PLS 2001 and your capstone should provide you with data on growth in learning objectives.  You may find that one rubric/test cannot do everything you want it to, so you may want to have a couple of measures—perhaps one that looks at content (objective 1 and perhaps global citizenship) and one that is more skill-oriented (critical thinking and writing).  You may want to talk to CATS about building you an on-line data collection system in which faculty members can simply input holistic scores and other data.  This would save the assessment coordinator from having to collect data.  CDS is using such a system.  As you analyze your data, you may find it helpful to separate the critical thinking question on your rubric from the writing question and identify the skills for each that you seek to assess.  Are you using any indirect measures to complement your direct measures?  You may want to include surveys or focus groups as your plan develops.  Past plans included an exit survey.  Are you no longer doing exit surveys?  CASL will begin discussing how departments are assessing integrative learning, so expect to see us asking about that in the coming year.

	Expectations
	Level 2-3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	For the most part, expectations are specific and match the measures given.  The narrative portion of your expectations provides more detail on the skills you seek to assess.

	Results
	Level 2-3, B.A. Political Science; Political Science minor
	It is great to see that assessment results have led to curricular change because that is the whole point—to provide departments with the information they need in order to determine if students know what the department wants them to do and if they can do what the department wants them to do.  

	How Results Will be Used
	Level 3, B.A. Political Science; minor
	The feedback loop is in place and appears to be working well; changes have been made to the curriculum based on assessment data.  


* Levels should not be interpreted as grades or scores; they are stages of implementation based on patterns of characteristics described by North Central Association/Higher Learning Commission.  These levels are approximations based on the information provided in the summaries.  Please refer to the checklist on the assessment web site (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess" ��www.eiu.edu/~assess�) for the Primary Traits listed for each level.





