STUDENT LEARNING ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

SUMMARY FORM  AY 2003-2004

Degree and

Program Name:
Submitted By:

PART ONE:

	What are the learning objectives?
	How, where, and when are they assessed? Committee/person responsible?
	What are the expectations?
	What are the results?
	How will/have the results be used? Committee/ person responsible?

	1.Students will demonstrate advanced conceptual knowledge in biological sciences, chemistry, earth sciences or physics.
	Students will take an oral comprehensive examination at the end of their program of study.
MS Natural Sciences Coordinator, graduate faculty advisor, and student graduate committee. 
	90% of students will pass the oral comprehensive examination the first time it is administered.
	100% of students passed their oral comprehensive examination during Summer Terms 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003.
	Results will be used to ensure that all graduate students demonstrate required competencies as well as comprehensive knowledge of their chosen subject area at the time of graduation.
MS Natural Sciences Coordinator and MS Natural Sciences  Committee.

	2. Students will demonstrate appropriate oral presentation skills in conjunction with current and/or innovative practices in science and science education.
	Students will present an oral  seminar in SCI 5005 (Seminar for Natural Sciences Teachers) detailing the results of their thesis or special projects research.  
MS Natural Sciences Coordinator, graduate faculty advisor, and student graduate committee. 


	90% of the students will pass SCI 5005 with a grade of  B or better. 
	100% of the students have passed SCI 5005 with a grade of B or better during Summer Terms 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003.
	Results will be used to revise the MS Natural Sciences curriculum and update equipment and techniques used during laboratory and field experiences. 
MS Natural Sciences Coordinator and MS Natural Sciences  Committee.

	3. Students will evaluate the program and classes offered as well as laboratory, library and technology facilities. 
	Students complete a Annual Survey (Appendix 1) at the end of each Summer Term they are enrolled and complete an Exit Survey (Appendix 2) at the end of their degree program.  
MS Natural Sciences Coordinator.  
	Mean student evaluations of overall satisfaction with the MS Natural Sciences program will exceed 4.0 (on a Likert scale of 5.0) on the Annual and Exit Surveys.
	Mean student evaluations on the Annual Survey from 2000-2003 = 4.3/5.0 (see Appendix 1).  Mean student evaluations on the  Exit Survey from 2000-2003 = 4.3/5.0 (see Appendix 2).

	Results will be used to revise the MS Natural Sciences curriculum, update equipment and techniques used during laboratory and field experiences, and ensure that all students demonstrate required competencies.
All graduate faculty are involved in this process. 


(Continue objectives as needed.)

PART TWO:  Summarize changes and improvements in curriculum, instruction, and learning that have resulted from the implementation of your assessment program.  How have you used the data?  While this section should focus on the current academic year, some departments may find it useful to discuss trends in longitudinal data.

The MS Natural Sciences program was formed in 1999 through the merger of the MS Ed in Biological Sciences and the MS Ed in Physical Sciences.  Although the program has not undergone any changes in the interim, the MS Natural Sciences Committee is currently discussing ways to revise the program based on assessment data gathered to date and to conform with the six-week summer school schedule that is expected to be implemented in Summer 2005.
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Appendix 2
M.S. in NATURAL SCIENCES

ANNUAL SURVEY


At the end of each year (Summer Term) students enrolled in the MSNS program will be asked to complete this survey.  They are asked to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the MSNS program at EIU based on their experiences during the past term.  The following five-point scale will be used with 5 = Strongly agree (SA), 4 = Agree (A), 3 = No Opinion, (NO), 2 = Disagree (D), 1 = Strongly Disagree (SD).

Today’s Date:____________

This is my _____year in this program.  I anticipate finishing this degree by ______semester, 2___ (year).

List the courses you successfully completed this summer.

1. The MSNS curriculum contributed to my preparation for my profession as a science educator.









                     Mean
2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 4.9
2002 (n=22) 4.7
2003 (n=18) 4.7      
4.7

2. The MSNS curriculum contributed to my writing skills.

2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 4.2
2002 (n=22) 4.0
2003 (n=18) 3.7       
4.1
3. The MSNS curriculum improved my critical thinking/problem solving skills.

2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 4.4
2002 (n=22) 4.3
2003 (n=18) 4.1       
4.3
4. The equipment provided by the department(s) was adequate to meet my needs.

2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 4.6
2002 (n=22) 4.5
2003 (n=18) 4.4      
 4.5
5. Access to computers in the department(s) was adequate to meet my needs.

2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 4.2
2002 (n=22) 3.7
2003 (n=18) 3.5      
4.0
6. Holdings in Booth Library were adequate to meet my needs.

2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 3.4
2002 (n=22) 4.6
2003 (n=18) 4.4     
4.2

7. Work space in the department(s) was adequate to meet my needs.

2000 (n=2) 4.5
2001 (n=9) 4.2
2002 (n=22) 4.1
2003 (n=18) 4.2      
4.3

Totals  (mean) 

      2000--4.5

2001--4.3

2002--4.3

2003--4.1
           
4.3


Appendix 2
M. S. in NATURAL SCIENCES

EXIT SURVEY

After graduate students finish their comprehensive examinations or thesis defense, they complete this exit survey.  They are asked to evaluated the strengths and weaknesses of the MSNS program at EIU on a five-point scale with 5 = Strongly agree (SA), 4 = Agree (A), 3 = No Opinion (NO), 2 = Disagree (D), 1 = Strongly Disagree (SD).

GRADUATE CURRICULUM

1.
The graduate curriculum contributed to my professional preparation.

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 5.0
2002 (n=1) 4.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.8      4.7

2.
The special topic/seminar classes contributed to my professional preparation.

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.3
2002 (n=1) 3.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.1       4.1

3.
The comprehensive examination process contributed to my professional preparation.

2000 (n=1 ) 4.0
2001 (n=3) 4.0
2002 (n=1) 4.0 
2003 (n=11) 3.6        3.9

4.
The thesis process contributed to my professional preparation.

2000 (n=1 ) NA
2001 (n=3)3.0 
2002 (n=1) 5.0  
2003 (n=11) 4.3        4.1

5.
The graduate internship experiences contributed to my professional preparation .

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.0
2002 (n=1) 4.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.0         4.3

6.
The supervision provided by EIU faculty contributed to my professional preparation.

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.3
2002 (n=1) 4.0  
2003 (n=11) 4.5          4.5

7.
Interaction between faculty and students outside of the classroom contributed to my professional preparation.

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.3
2002 (n=1) 3.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.8           4.3

ACADEMIC AND CLINICAL RESOURCES

8.
The equipment provided in the department was adequate to meet my needs

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.0
2002 (n=1) 5.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.8          4.7

9.
Access to computer was adequate to meet my needs

A.
On Campus

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0 
2001 (n=3) 4.7
2002 (n=1) 4.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.4          4.5

B. In the Department

2000 (n=1 )5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.7
2002 (n=1) 4.0 
2003 (n=11) 3.8          4.4

10.
Materials provided in Booth Library were adequate to meet my needs.

A. Periodicals/Journals

2000 (n=1 )5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.0
2002 (n=1) 2.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.6       3.9 

B. Books

2000 (n=1 ) -
            2001 (n=3) 4.0
2002 (n=1) 3.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.5       3.8

11.
Work space provided in the department was adequate to meet my needs.

2000 (n=1 ) 5.0
2001 (n=3) 4.3
2002 (n=1) 4.0 
2003 (n=11) 4.4       4.4

Please complete a separate worksheet for each academic program (major, minor) at each level (undergraduate, graduate) in your department.  Worksheets are due to CASA annually by June 15.  Worksheets should be sent electronically to � HYPERLINK "mailto:cskjs@eiu.edu" ��cskjs@eiu.edu�.    For information about assessment, visit the Assessment webpage at � HYPERLINK "http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/" ��http://www.eiu.edu/~assess/�.	
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