COMMITTEE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
MINUTES

November 7, 2006
Call to Order

The November 7, 2006 meeting for the Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 12:40 p.m. by Chairperson Dr. Rebecca Throneburg in the Clinical Services Center, room 2101.

Members present:
Dr. Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Dr. Cari Brito, Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Ms. Stacey Knight-Davis, Dr. Daiva Markelis, Ms. Christie Roszkowski, and 


Dr. Karla Sanders

Members absent:
Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Mr. Ryan Hawkins, Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry, Dr. Kathleen O’Rourke, and Mr. James Tidwell

I.  Approval of the October 17, 2006 Minutes.

Dr. Sanders moved and Dr. Brito seconded the motion to approve the October 17, 2006 minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.
II.  Subcommittee Reports

A.  Writing

Dr. Brito reported the student survey is completed and Danny Harvey has it.   Dr. Brito has requested to have it sent to her so she can test it before sending it out to the faculty.   The goal is to have it out to faculty November 27th.   The next task of the committee is to discuss receiving input from students.  Dr. Sanders asked Dr. Brito if she would like the Fall 2006 enrooment report from OPIS sent to her and Dr. Brito responded yes.  Dr. Brito said they will send the survey sampling to select courses at first instead of putting it on-line for students to sample it.  She felt it would give a better demographic and better student sampling.  The next meeting will be November 30th.
Dr. Throneburg reported that she and Dr. Sanders had a follow-up meeting with Doug Phillips and Wendy Long regarding the Electronic EWP Pilot with some changes and additions they had in mind.   Discussion followed.


B.  Critical Thinking

a)   Continue to look at validity of Watson-Glaser as a pre-post test

Dr. Throneburg reported that studies had shown the Watson Glaser was not a very systematic tool to measure gains.  There is more recent literature out there that needs  to be investigated and to find the one that is most compatible and economical to Eastern.   Mr. Tidwell suggested that they compare senior Eastern students enrolled in Philosophy classes  in Critical Thinking and see if they have picked up in differences.  This would become a subcommittee if further investigation ensues.
b) Other tools also being investigated including ETS MAPP, Collegiate Learning Assessment, ACT’s CAAP
Dr. Throneburg discussed that at the IUPUI conference she attended in October that a report by the Spellings Commission specifically mentions requiring the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA) of all universities for comparison/accountability purposes.  Dr. Sanders mentioned that it has been adopted by the Texas and Missouri University systems and the IBHE has considered requiring it of Illinois Universities.  Dr. Throneburg said this test costs $6,000 for 200 students and $20 for each additional student.  There is a new test from ETS which is the ETS MAPP and the committee is investigating it along with the ACT’s CAAP.  The cost of the MAPP test is $15.50 per student.
C.  Speaking Across the Curriculum

Dr. Hopgood reported that she met with  Dr. Sherry Holladay and they were concerned with the low turn out of the presentation that was given on September 26th  of  “Assessing Group Presentations and Debates.”  Dr. Holladay would like to try again in the Spring and thought maybe she should try a departmental workshop instead of a campus-wide presentation.  Dr. Hopgood  recommended she should contact Dr. Markelis of the Writing Center since they present departmental workshops on various subjects.  Discussion followed.

D. 
Departmental Assessment

Dr. Throneburg discussed the upcoming assessment at each of the College’s Administrative Council meetings and disseminated a handout on “Program Models at Eastern  for Various Assessment Activities”  which also gave Eastern’s assessment program model website:  www.eiu.edu/~assess under the assessment in the major category.  Discussion followed.


Dr. Throneburg asked for suggestions for the meetings with the College Chairs and assessment coordinators.

E.  VPAA Award
Dr. Throneburg reported there were more nominations from the Masters programs than undergraduate programs this year.  M.A. in Gerontology received first place; B.S. in Biology received second place; and M.S. in Technology received third place.  The winners will not be announced until the Dean’s Council when the Provost will announce the winners.  
Dr. Roszkowski mentioned that she and Dr. Throneburg had a hard time separating the strengths and weaknesses of the plans submitted.  The biggest concern was instructors were using grades instead of embedded assessment.  There was no clear statement that they were all using the same exact criteria.  The other concern was there is a feedback loop, but there is not a clear connection between the changes made and the assessment data.  Discussion followed.


a)  Standard Rating Scale for the Application Form of Assessment for Provost Award

Drs. Throneburg and Roszowski were really confused by the rating scale of the  Provost Award for Achievement in Academic Assessment Application form, so they deleted the NCA rating scale and revisions were made to sections A & B and section C remained the same.  Discussion followed. 

IV.  Director of CASA’s Report
a) Student Development Goals that Came out of the Student Success Forum in the Spring
Dr. Sanders reported that last April there was a Student Success Forum that came out of EMAC and a subcommittee was put together that consists of  Karla Sanders, Bud Fischer, Kimberlie Moock, and Bonnie Irwin to consider ways on how to deal with “helicopter parents.”   This committee puts together newsletters to send out to new parents.  They also sat in a web seminar in January given by Margery Savage from the University of Minnesota who is a  leader in Parent Programs. From this web seminar and the Student Success Forum the subcommittee came up with student development goals and asked at this forum “What do we want to see our students do when they leave EIU?”   The committee then got together and came up with the outcomes shared in the handout.   Dr. Sanders would like CASL’s  feedback by email by November 28.
The Parent Newsletter is online:  Go to Orientation and click on parent.  The first parent newsletter went out to 1300 parents and no one has been asked to be taken off of it.
V.  Update from CAA
Dr. Roszkowski reported the Senior Seminar Committee is developing a faculty survey and a student  survey. They are also doing a syllabus review of the senior seminar to see what kind of information is being projected.  
CAA is getting to the point where final changes need to be brought in for the catalog and proposals for Gen Ed classes.  They have had one proposal for a new gen ed class and they had to send it back for additional information.  There have been many difficulties this year enrolling for senior seminars.

The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.



Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEXT MEETING:  December 5, 2006

