COMMITTEE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING
MINUTES

October 3, 2006

Call to Order

The October 3, 2006 meeting for the Committee for the  Assessment of Student Learning was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by Chairperson Dr. Rebecca Throneburg in the Clinical Services Center, room 2101.

Members present:
Dr. Rebecca Throneburg, (chair), Dr. Cari Brito, Dr. Rigoberto Chinchilla, Mr. Ryan Hawkins, Dr. Mary Herrington-Perry, Dr. Peggy Holmes-Layman, Dr. Debra Hopgood, Ms. Stacey Knight-Davis, Dr. Kathleen O’Rourke, Ms. Christie Roszkowski, Dr. Karla Sanders, and Mr. James Tidwell

Members absent:
none
I. Approval of the September 19, 2006 Minutes.
Dr. Sanders moved and Dr. Brito seconded the motion to approve the September 19, 2006 minutes with corrections.  The motion passed unanimously.

II. New Business

A. Criteria for VPAA Assessment Award

Dr. Throneburg disseminated the Provost’s Award Evaluation that was used 2 years ago.  Discussion followed and a few changes were made to the evaluation.  
The subcommittee for the assessment award will be Dr. Throneburg and Ms. Roszkowski.  Submission deadline for the assessment award is October 20.
III. Sub-committee Reports

A. Critical Thinking

Dr. Hopgood disseminated the “Analysis of Faculty Responses to Critical Thinking Survey” which was prepared by Drs. Hopgood, Burns, and Wilkinson.  Dr. Hopgood reported the analysis was done in the Spring of 2006 by the Critical Thinking Subcommittee for CASL, which surveyed general education faculty to determine how the critical thinking skills of EIU students were assessed in general education courses.  Online surveys were distributed to 260 faculty who had taught a total of 284 general education courses in Fall 2005 and/or Spring 2006.  Of this number, 78 faculty members responded representing 136 sections of general education courses.  All colleges offering general education courses were represented.  Instructors representing 97 course sections formally assessed critical thinking in their general education courses.  Instructors representing 39 course sections indicated that critical thinking skills were not formally assessed.  Discussion followed.
B.  
Writing

Dr. Throneburg reported that Drs. Throneburg and Sanders will meet with Faculty Senate October 3 at 2:00 p.m. to discuss the Electronic Writing Portfolio.  She also reported Dr. Brito is developing the Writing Intensive faculty survey.

Dr. Sanders reported there are four EWP focus groups set up to meet in October.  CASL then discussed questions to be asked in the focus groups.

C.
Global Assessment


Dr. Sanders reported there was nothing new to report at this time.  Global Assessment goals were then discussed.  Dr. Herrington-Perry suggested someone from IPAC should be on this committee and Dr. Dagni Bredesen is the chair of IPAC.  Dr. Sanders will contact Dr. Bredesen.
D.
Speaking Across the Curriculum


Dr. Sanders reported only three people attended the SAC presentation on  “Assessing Group Presentations & Debates” on  September 26.  She mentioned that Drs. Holladay and Enck-Wanzer gave a great presentation.  Discussion followed.
IV. Departmental Assessment


Dr. Throneburg disseminated the 2006 Departmental Learning Assessment report and discussion followed.  Dr. Throneburg emailed the deans concerning CASL members meeting with the academic councils and Dr. Hanner asked if Drs. Throneburg and Sanders could attend the COS Academic Council on October 4.  
V. Director of CASA’s Report

Dr. Sanders reported Linda Suskie will be the assessment speaker on February 13.  The assessment workshop will be the same format as last year with a three hour workshop and breakout sessions.
VI. Update from the VPAA’s office


Nothing to report at this time.
VII. Council on Academic Affairs Update

CASL adjourned before the update could be given.
VIII. Graduate Education/Assessment Update 


CASL adjourned before the update could be given.
IX. Future Items

October 17 a demonstration of the electronic EWP by Doug Phillips and Wendy Long.
The meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.


Kimberly K. Sweeney, Recording Secretary
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, October 17, 2006

12:30 p.m.

2101 Human Services Center
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